tests 


efforts to reach a 
treaty. global test ban 


unt diplomatic langu sayi 
e action 2 forced onl Paris by i 
ernittional outrage, “Jt is deer 
greltable that France ا‎ 


to efforts to repair the seve, 
a a 8 damaged Anglo- Tish relations, 2 
ا ا‎ other way. 8 commenté follow a furious 
1 E e Unionists fo holt oufburst by his deputy, Dick Spring, 
party . Was for elections in | at the weekend, He "had cli ا‎ 
1 ai o Ireland so that Sinn Fein | Britain had been trying to a 
2 al mandate, . wedge in the Irish governme! 1 
ume, sald: “W 0 do j i : 
0 ا‎ elections. .. The electoral uae ar og ij letory 1 2 
r E Proposed iş not one | all sides in Northern Ireland Sou 
تاا اا‎ J take Part in. It's | be Prepared to sit. down with each . 
: Mr Hume. said. it would be i 1 Dece. 1  eeT 
quicker to enter. alkparty talks in Mr Seine oa og ek the E 


February oan the. previously agreed 


. The report by. the . three 

team, headed by former US eA 
George . Mitchell, offered detailed 
proposals for . gradual decommig- 
sioning in parajlel with the. elusive 
talks þetween .all the parties, It 
would be underpinned by a six-point 


Ethioplan Jews 
س ل ي‎ 
SA gunmen fire 4 


on job-seekers 


End war plea by 24 
Nobel prizewinher 7 


, Joseph Brodsky, 29 


arms decom . BFT. Neherenas o e 
ssloning, 98..a; pre- pe fuvêrnments Png DK16 

forallparty talks. 
Irish hurdle rana. nana aa 


on.croas-borrler: 
John Bruton, 0 


Week ending February 4, 1996 


with mighty bang 


mv 

RESIDENT Jacques Chirae | bi Japan reacted with wıtısually 
announced the “definitive 

eıtd" to France's nuclear tesk‏ ا 

ing programıne on Monday night, 

implying that lie had been swayed 


Paar 
Patrick Wintour, Rebecca. . 
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Mataıuıtla and Apollo’ Perelini at 26 
were tle oldest members of Satur- 
day's side, an indication of the rich 
potential available’ to the club's 
coach, Eric Hughes, 

It might have been fulfilled here 
if Sullivan, Paul Newlove and Chris 
Jaynt hacî not gone into the gane 
cold. Because of injury, Joynt had 
not played since Deceınber 13, anl 
Newlove aııd Sullivan since Decenı- 
ber 20. Their lack of match practice 
was not glaringly apparent but all 
three have played better. 

Saints found a variely of ways of 
punishing themselves and found 
that, as usual, nmıistakes made 
against Wigan carry a heavy price. 
One of their costliest errors came 


Alex Duval Smith iı 
and Reuter Pete 


Peerless Wigan . . . celebrations begin as the Lancastrlans record another Regal Trophy triumph 
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if at all, the Regal Trophy will fit into | ball slip from his left hand. ing and Prescott all made unavailing | 4 CARLING rank 1 ا‎ Ree BLE Pe ancl BD ا ا‎ ese chief cabinet secretary, E 
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est colours. It also held the promise | inevitable goal points and from an &6 | weaved through again in injury E a Tal 1 STaroton O: r OO pletion of the final series e plauded the decision but issued 
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y office bı fi 
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Rugby League Regal Trophy final 


Young, gifted and 
full of promise 


1 One af the game that's no hard : 


12 Sart of system a student follows 


alia Publications 


32 SPORT 


Paul Fitzpatrick 
in Huddersfield 


OHN JOYNER, the Castle-‏ ل 


ford coach, aired his cloubts 
last week about the effect that 
the 1O0-melre rule is having upon tıe 
game. He is concerned that the ad- 
ditional freedom now enjoyed by 
the pla,rers is leading lo a devalua- 
Hon of ihe try, the game's harcl cur- 
rency. Too many matches are 
proclucing tno ırmnany points. 
Satuurrlays Regal Trophy final at 
Hudetersfield, which Wigan won 25- 
16 agalust St Helens, provided a 
timely rctort to Joyner's argument. 
If the 10metre rule can produce 
games a» compelling as this, there 
cannot be much wrong with it. 


thal. 


Across 


worker (7) 
5 Cathedral assembly getting 
„ division of work (7) 
` 10 Row not right: it makes one hot 
'"  gind bothered (4} 
:11 .Bullder could makes an : 
` indiscreet remark (4,1,5) . 


` ;" after long row (6) . . 
ı13 Foal to run out withiforrnatlon 
„, _ that's merely gas? (8) 

14: Worked round jadethat'ê 

` ;prokeh olf) ... 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Complex Irish conflict as 
viewed from a bar stool 


ethnic vote” which had prevented 
independence from becoming a fact. 

‘The attitudes of both Mr Parizeatı 
and Mr Inksetter, however quaint 
and removed Irom reality, must be 
seen for wlıat {hey are — mytl\s, 
which can only impecle political 


If John Major could rise above 
Britain's own prejudices towards 
Ireland and instigate debate engag- 
ing the whole of the Irish people 
without preconditions, a lasting 
peace would surely raise bis own 
profile more than Mr Clinton's, 


HE crilicism of Harriet Harman 
and Jack Dromey is misplaced 
(The Weck in Brilain, January 28). 
We faced the same dilemma wien 


Russia assures US it 


will stick to reform plan 


foreign imports anı 1 
tive nao 1 d the end of puni- 
Mr Yeltsîn made the an- 
nouncement — protesting that he 
was still 'a reformer — the Council 
of Europe voted grudgingly to admit 
a 2 member, despite criti 
oscow’s mili aw 
don in Chechen, military crark- 
e Council of Europe's a 
of Russian membership, was 0 
to pro-western forces in the country 
and a milestone in Moscow's cam 
paign to join a leading organisation 
set up'to pronıote western integra- 
tion luring the coll war. After a day 
of acrimonious debate, the council's 
parliamentary assembly voted by 
164 to 35, with 15 abstentlons, 
To fend off suspicions in the West 
at he is moving rapidly to tlıe 
nationalist right as he prepares for a 
bruising re-election campaign, Mr 
Yeltsin pledged there would be “no 
change’ " to Russia's political and 
economic reform after the depar- 
ture of a string of reformist 


ply stating the new positlon does 
not erase the mistrust or make the 
incompatible compatible. 

Young is guilty of oversiınplifica- 
tion; he takes the easy option of 
offering complaint and comparisons 
with ollıer trouble spots (Are all 
conflicts relative? Are only the 
bloodiest of those that threaten 
other state's security worthy of in- 
ternational attention?) but no solu- 
tions, Merely ignoring the root 
problem, blaning the (exclusively 
Irish) politicians and using terms 
like "pitiful" and “contemptible” will 
not make the problem go away. A 
tawdry piece of journalism. 

Eamonn O'Kane, 
Colombo, Sri Latka 


UGO YOUNG'S article on the 
Irish situation (January 7) 
reads like observations from a Lar 
stool, It Is historically questionable 
(“Ireland has never politicised 
Really? What caused the 
fall of Gladstone's Liberal govern- 
ment?}, contradictory (on the one 
land, Youug begins by noting how 
important the Irish-American vote is 
to Clinton's re-election chances and 
then asserts that “Ireland [has no] 
importance beyond 
shores”), and most baffling of all 
seems to rest on the complaint that 
Ireland is not Tsrael or the former 


we sent our eldest son to St Olave's 
school in 1987, At the lime, one of 
ıs was a senior nalional Labour 
parly official and we consulted the 
then leader of the Labour partly, The 
advice was: whatever criticisnıs you 
have of the present education ays 
tem, it is the one in which your son 
will be educated. 

Would any parent trust a politi 
cian who was prepared to sacrifice 
his or her own child's future on the 
allar of political belief? 

Nigel Williamson, 
Biggin Hill, Westerham, Kent 


progress in Quebec and Canada. 


Bondi Junction, NSW, Australia 


Aid needs to be 
well focused 


ILL HUTTON (Aid that only 
basket cases need apply for, 
January 28) is right to decry falls in 
the size of Britain's overseas aid 
granıme; and correct in his analysis 
thal a rising share of aid channelled 
through the European Union threat 
ens the critical mass of British bilat- 
eral aid. However, it is a mistake to 
believe that greater concentration 

onı a smaller number of countries is 
necessarily a betrayal of past princi 
ples or a misguided policy for the 


ج ا ج ت 
Martin Walker In Washington‏ 


Westmount, Quebec, Canada 
Sd DIVE iepret IR MosEow 


Breach of the 
constitution 


ANY residents of New South 
Wales have been dismayecl 
| angered by the recent action of 
its premier in expelling the state 
governor from his official residence 
in order to turn into a museum for 
the benefit of the people, a feeble 
excuse if ever there was one. 
Whether or not Australia be- 
comes a republic, until that change 
is madle, the Commonwealth and its 
seven states constitutionally must 
continue to give their allegiance to 
the Queen of Australia from whom 
ultimately they derive their author- 
ity. It follows {hat the recenl action 
af the state premier in depriving the 
din | Queen's represenlalive of his offi 
cial residlence must be seen not only 


HE Russian primé mini : 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, e 
to woo President Clinton on Mon- 
day with promises that economic 
and political reform woull continue 
“with certain corrections". His aim 
WAS to prise loose the $9.5 billion In- 
ternational Monetary Fund: credits, 
which are novr being reviewed, 

The visit by Mr Chernomyrclin 
for one of the regular meetings of 
the econoınic cooperation commis 
sion he chairs with Vice-President 
Al Gore, was the first high-level 
meeting between the two countries 
since the Russian elections last year 
and the Kremlin reshuffle -last 
month, whlch purged proıninent lIlb- | th, 
erals and market reformers, 

In sessions with Mr Clinton and 
Chernomyrdi 
siressed that Russia's e 
and free enterprise reforms were 
irreversible". He also said the 


OR ME, the Shaduw Cabinet's 

tacit endorsement of Harriet 
Harman's hypocrisy is the end of 
the road. Like many Labour parents 
1 was relieved to hear David Blun- 
kell's unambiguous "Read my lips. 
Na selection” at the party confer 
ente. How van Hiırman and Jack 
Dromey pussibly reconcile their 
party's commitment lo edıtcation A5 
an agent of saciid cohesion with 
their clecision to send (heir son l0 ã 


Young appears to be believe that 
the whole reason the conflict exists 
is due to “the gang-leaders and 
pseudoreligious zealots who mas- 
querade as political leaders". The 
implication of the entire article is 
hat there is no underlying political 
problem and indeed he states the 
Irish problem is "now wholly arlifi- 


AGREE with the sentiment of 
Hugo Young's article, but not his 
rhetoric. He rightly accu 
and the Unionists of intransigence, 
but leaves out the British govern” 
ment in apportioning blame for the 


ses the IRA Î future. 

The fact is that British aid is 
pulled every which way by political 
and conımercial pressures, In 1977. 
there were 124 recipient 
by 1982, this had risen to 130; an 


Flamea lick at Venice 
2 اچ‎ 2 a mon 
ce no orte was hurt in th 
fire in 1836 but was rebuilt to 1 on 


a n a Sa RS 


'8 18th century La Fenice opera house on 


“year-old neoclassical thea 
La Fenice, ‘the phoeı 


€ of Italy's great artistic insti 


day. The entire buildi : 
ng was gutted 
tre was due to reopen 
Ftalian, 0 0 renovation, 
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th before the 204. 


Surely Hugo Young appreciates 


that there is a clear and complex un- Now, unsurprisingly, the Union- 


Russian government was still 

1 8 com Î mini . 
ed to the IMF financial stabilisa- Mr Kadanniko i 
programme, to cooperating Î Ci aoe ea 


hubais, the designer and malı 
ponent of Russia's privatisation 5 
gramme, and chief negotiator with 
the IMF. The ministerial changes 
made the IMF nervous about issu. 
ing a 89.5 billion loan that appeared 
to be in the bag unly a week earlier. 
The US ambassador in Moscow, 
Tom Pickering, îs looking an the 
bright side, however, and insisting 
that “the glass is more than halfull 
with successful democratic ele. 
tions and economic produetion 
starting lo rise again”. 
The Russian presidential election 
is summer has sent Mr Yeltsin on 
a public spending spree which has 
mystified deputies and econonıists. 
Faced with plaintive cries from mil- 
o of unpaid workers, Mr Yeltsin 
aa in recent days prornised a $6 
iion fund to pay public workers 
an time, $5 billion for the recon- 
struction of Chechenia, $2 billion to 
the mining industry, $130 million in 
id ا‎ to e a 20 per 
n student 
n ORE 0 pe e 
ut no place has been ailotted for 
the wages in the tight 1996 budget, 
slgned'by Mr Yeltsin himsel. 


" ٠ 8 
st Taiwan 
paigned on the promise of better 
ions i "He ia the origin 
‘chaos," Chen Lian; i 
tive candidate, aid. ا‎ 
* Few believe China has’ th 
, ary hardware, the training E 
polltical will to risk 4 fullkscalè inva. 
sion likely to ignite a regional con- 
flagration. But, as China awalts the 
death ‘of lis 91-year-old paramount 
leader, „Deng Xiaoping; 'bellltase 
nationalism has become the safest 
Dalley option the insecure new 
ration ‘aro 1 
E 
IUppine havy patrol boat ex-. 
changed :gunfiré last Weeki a 
Chiiese Ship in thé most sérloug: 
South China: Sed indident since: a. 
tense confrontation inthe contested 
Spratly i elght months ago. 
a gunboat fired a 1 
after tero shipk identiriéd a 
were spolted, ‘about 70 mils west of 
Manilk, ‘near ‘the-former American | 
naval base of Şibic Bay; Aë' one Chi- 
eg ShIp pi off,’ the other firêd 
back anda minute bêltle ernisuêl 
the Philippine military'reported. : 


1994, the number was over 160, in- 
cluding many new recipients in 
Eastern Europe and the former So- 
viet Union. No bilateral aid pro- 
e is big enough to make a 
tial impact in this number of 
countries, It is a postcolonial delu- 
sion to think that British aid must 
be "comprehensive". 

Nor would suclı a programme, in 
Will Hutton's words, "become little 
more than poverty relief and techni 
cal assistance for basket cases”. 


ists cling to the possibility of hold- 
ing the Tories to political ransom in 
Parliament, and Sinn Fein seeks a 
larger audience in the US for a hear- 
ing that they cann! 
hoıne, because ihe Tories have not 
suggested any meaningful way of 
progressing. The RUC haye already 
made it clear thal disarming terror- 
ists would not stop them from 
assembling home-made 
bombs, yet the Tories insist on 
pointless preconditions. 
Furthermore, the terrorists are 
not representalive of the Irish peo- Ethiopia, 
ple, where debate and pacifism are 
an underestimatecl part of {he cul 
ture. These groups would soon be 
marginalised in a peaceful Ireland. 


cterlying problern. Northern Ireland 
contains two identifiably distinct 
ethnic groups who are pursuing dif 
ferent and incompatible gonls: a 
Unionist majority who fear unifica- 
tion (or even power sharing) with 
what they see as a foreign country, 
which has since its creation been 
run along overtly Catholic lines; and 
a nationalist minority who were 
alienated by 50 years of misrule, dis- 
criminated against and effectively 
disenfranchised. 

"The fact that the Republic may 
now be increasingly secular and the 
North more egalitarian does not 
make the contfict “merely squalid". 
The conflict and the communities 
have become so polarised that siın- 
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highly selective grammar school? 1 
[rar New Labour turns out lo be a 
repackaging of the “me firsi" in- 
s#inets ol Tlhalcherismn. 

Margaret Cours, 

Watlington, Oxfordshirr 


as an insull to Her Majesly, bul as a 
dishonourable political acl withuut 
precedence since at no slagt was 
the electorate consulted. 

If such actions are allowed to go 


lack Jews riot over ‘blood bias’ 


Derek Brown in Jerusalem 


with Nato in in Bosnia a 
gotiated setilement in Ceh i r 
Elections this year in both Russia 
and the US could inspire “some im- 
proper interpretation of events" and 
misleading political rhetoric, Mr 
Chernomyrdin warned, trying to re 
inforce telephone assurances about 


reform made by Mı i 
read | Clinton laet ا‎ r Yeltsin to Mr 


ot get closer to | gramm' 
protesters, announcing later that 


the government woul 1 
committee of inquiry. û ebleh a 
„ The Israel blood bank is also to 
insert a line in the form for donors 
saying that medical discretion will 
govern the use of all donated blood. 
Mr Peres “apologised in the 
name of the government and on his 
owıi behalf, even though none of the 
government members knew" about 
the disposal of donated blood. His 
spokeswoman said he praised the 
Blnlopian lnmigrants. 
e daily newspaper, Ma’; 

vealed last week that I all 
blood donated by Ethiopians is 
thrown away. Only donations of the 
rarest blood groups are frozen and 
checked after six months for the 


0 0 told of the policy to spare them 
to their policy of destroying most 
donations to the country's blood 

, despite protests at the week- 
end by thousands of Ethiopian im- 
migrants who besieged the prime 
e office alleging official 


torates cau find goocl cause 1o fear 
for the political integrity of repulli- 
can gnyerntmenls of the [uluret unr 
tranımelled by those traditional 
reslraints lhat the Westminsler con- 
stitution imposes to guard the civil 
liberties of the people, 


There was little sign of eı 
rassment, more of i ûk the اج‎ 
end. ‘Although our skin is black, 
our blood is as red as yours and we 
are just as Jewish as you are,” 
one banner at the demonstı 
Apartheid in Israel,” read another. 

About 60,000 Ethiopian Jews 
have come to lsrael ir recent years. 
In 1984 and 1991 the government 
organised airlifts which brought in 
tens of thousands. More than 500 
have been found to be carrying the 
HIV virus — 50 times the rate 
REE 

e blood donation affair i 
acutely embarrassing for Any 1s. 
raelis who are genuinely enthusias- 
ا ع‎ ition of sucl a 

p of immigrants fro 
profoundly different culture. 
But for many Ethiopians, it is the 
culmination of years of systematic 
discrimination in housing, employ- 
ment, and even In religion, 


ONGRATULATIONS tu your 
leacler writer January 21) for 
taking five ycars l6 discover 
was painfully obvious (from your 
columns) about the Gulf war from 
the very slarl; thal il was really 
“foughl about oil" and that "last 
ditch cliplomatic meetings - . < were 
iı necessary sham ..." 
Yeu say that “real prof 
death unless the Irulh is cor 
cealed", but isn'l Ue reverse true? 
Couldn't ınauy real deaths have 
ben avalded by nut fighting the 
war in the first place? Wasn't f 
Gulf war as tragically poinlless 45 
ihe Falklands/Malvinas war? 
you nol oppose the former. 
lil the latter? Because 


{heres na ail inn Û 


and other poor countries 
“baskel cases". They are 
couutries where British and other 
aid has a proverıı track-record in sav- 
ing lives and in helping poor people 
to secure sustainable livelihoods. 
That's what British ail claims to 
be about. It needs more money and û 
greater concentration of resources. 


Their protest was sparked bı 
admission of health ofliclals 0 
most all Ethiopian blood was de- 
stroyed for fear that its use in 
iio could spread Aids. 

ozens were injured when poll 
fired tear gas, rubber-coated billets 

۷ annon to disperse 
0 demonstration. A1 یا ت‎ 
Ice were wounded wlıen thı 
thioplans hurled stones, at oe 
. : i fhreatening to break through 
buildleg of guards around the 


The battle lasted several hı 
ended when Shimon er E 
Prime minister, met a delegation of 


Raglan, NSW, Australia 


the bird({s) 


FTER Peter Mayles's icliosyn- 

ernlic view of Provençal peuple, 
we are inflicled with Peler Squibl's 
expal vision of Provençal birs (A why clic 
Cauniry Diary, January 7. 1 have 
been walching birds in southern 
France for 25 years and 1 thought I 
knew the subject well until Mr 
Squibb wrote about his sensational 


Last week Mîr Yeltsin appoiı 
leading proponent of 0 
tectlonlam to the Russian govern- 
ي‎ top ois post. 

je appointment of Vladirni 
Kadannikov, the director A 
VAZ, Russia's biggest and most 
troubled carmaker, as a first deputy 
prime minister, was the clearest 
sign yet of the rise of the industrial 
lobby in the government. Jt wants 
controls on energy prices, tariffs on 


Gonzélez associate charged | China threat mounts again 


E 
Adela Gooch In Madrid ا‎ 


Fellow, Institute of Development 
Stsdies, University of Sussex 


Canadian myths 
impede progress 


RUCE INKSETTER (January 
21) seenıs to suggest that “Eng 
lish Canada” really does exist: it con- 
sists of those who have lived all their 
lives in Quebec and cart speak any 
French — rather a small number 
from my personal observation, 
certainly politically insignificant. 
Inksetter should come down from 
the country and vi 
time, I teach in an "Englis 
which has students from 63 different 
ethnic groups, from every continent: 
in a single class there may be 10 or 
more different first languages.’ 
As a result of Bill 101, the lan- 
guage law which camé into effect 
1977, the children of immigran' 
must attend French schools ııntil 
college. I therefore have students 
ak Bengali, Vietnamese, 
Croatian or Arabic at home, 
graduated from a French 
gecliool, and are now doing post-sec- 
ondary work in English. tê 
‘Unfortunately, there are some 
members of ‘the Parti Québécois 
who do not accept these students 
and their parents as true "Québé- 
cois": Mir Parizeau; in his speech ad- 
mitting. defeat in 'the referendum, 
gaid that it was only “money and the 


Ephraim Sneh, the health mini 
ter, defended the policy, اا‎ 
also applied to other high-risk 
groups, such as homosexuals and 


Churubusco, Mexico City, Mexico 


Officials said Ethiopians were not 


ICHAEL, FREEDLAND in his 
ublluary of Dean Martin Jan 
ary 7) Irols out f 
about his besl ro 
Bravo, It was a fine movie, 
Martin took a desperate 
ble by playing a drunk 
docs in a funny, mo’ 1 
monotone perfor ance. His 

as any cinema buff will tell 


Does he realise thal nobucly else 
before lıinı has seen rock thrushes 
wintering in Europe? Hf he is tigi, it 
would mean a complete change of 
behaviour for this atiractive bul 
very shy bird to mix in flocks with 
other thrushes and to go “to roost in 
Mr | the woods" with them . .. a curious 
feat indeed — rock thrushes, as 
their name suggests, being strictly | role, 
" college | rock-dwellers. 

Among his list of common 
Provençal birds, two of them, the 
tree creeper and rooks, are great 
rarities and I would suggest he 
looks twice in his guide-book just to 
be sure he didn't watch the much 
ts | more usual shortrtoed tree creeper 
and carrion crows. 

„ Furthermore, Mr Squibb appears 
to be the first man lucky enough to 
"longtailed finches" 


active, is a heavy blow to the 
‘Soclalists,as they trail in the: 
polla leading up to'the 
electlon in March, ° ٤ 
ا‎ 
وات‎ een €x- 
pected to bring one charge a . 
most against him, but the former 
: | minister now faces up to 40 
years’ prison. Hisa conviction : 
would have seriöus répercus- 
slons for Mr GoptzAlez; establish. ; 
ing a direct link bétweeri the 
government and the GAL. 

The prime' minister has de- 
niedthat he or any member of 
his administration knew about ` 
or condoned GAL activltles and 
haa said Mr Barrionuevo is inno- 
cent, The Socialist party said: 
there were n0 plans to drop Mr 
Barrionuévo from the lat of can 
: | didates in the elêcon.. 

: |." Theindictinent britigê the af 

| و ا‎ të Mr Gonzélez than’ 
“ever before ~~ a camiphig: for! 

tHe opposition I e 

||. Jose Maria Aznar, who cpihilon 

polla predict will Wh." ‘° '1 


کو ج 
Andrew Higgins In Hong Kong‏ 


EAR that China could move 
from rhetoric to’ rocket’attacks 
to tame ‘Taiwan sent share prices 
tumbling: in Taipei! last week: and. Î re 
stirred anxious debate in ‘other 
‘Asian capitals about Beijing's surg- 
ing economic andi military power.  : 
` ‘The Jittéers were ‘provoked by a]: 
New York Times report that China's. 
1 3million strong People's Liberation 
Arniy (PLA). had drafted a plan to. 
, | fire one missile 4 daı 
:| early asthis spring. 
.| . The Chinede foreign ministry did 
. | hothing to ‘assuage’ anxiety ‘about 
how far the’ PLA might go ‘to ‘halt: 
‘what Beijing acer 18 Taiwan's drift 
1 Ndencê i: 
dent Lee Tetig-hüi, ا ا‎ 
. ` Retreatirig’ froh Its i 
a a claims ‘of 
: tary actiori were “totall di 
less a Beijing oD E 
lo ‘conment!on “dpeculaon™: 
peating China’'ê- custom. 1 
: to rule oıtt the use of fo 
If Talwan authoritles stick obti-: 


nately .to their wrongful positions, 
‘the interests of the Talwen E 
will ultimately. be harmed,” the’ 
chief spokesman, Chen Jian; sald. 
The Hong Kong Economic Times. 
o oulne dent pe pias: 
‘fimetal : 
tion with "Talan, Chi I 
mnt oh the repo: 2 
; Dealers in the foreign exchang 
market said Taiwan's" central Balle] 
, intervened to defend. the local cûr-: 
: rerity against a run after thè reþort. ' 
„_ ` Reports öf Chinega contingenoy. 
Plans to attack Taiwan emergêèd late ' 
pt a 
[ j€ coastal | tُ 
inix- Taiwan. a aE ZOD el a 
mock'invaslon oh a Talwah-lke .1s- 
1 ‘ujian, ‘tind’ det up’ a'Tiewy 
| jdintcommahd centrê on Taiwan. ' ! 
ı Yet China'sstrategy seems to rely | 
heavily''on’ psythological Warfare, . 
With Taiwatiidue'to hold its firat dè. i 
presidential 'electlonig fn | 
Beijing wants ‘to "step up 


HE Spanish supreme court’! : 
eek charged a former 

lor minister and close asso- 
prime minister, '. 
Pe Gorızlez, with involve - 
ment in the 1980a “dirty war”. ‘ ; 
against Basque separatlata, `  : 
aging thé ruling 


sit Montreal some 


1 „ Engi 1 
Deansgate, Manchesler M60 2RR, England wee in that much e 
as Dino, he turns into 4 


modulated send-up of himself: 
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Jose Barrlonuevo will be tried 
election for kidnapping, 
priation of state funds: ' 
rahip of anı legal 
band. The court found. . 
his involvement in' ` 
ا‎ kidnapping of a - ` 
1 businessman bythe . : 
; errorist Liberation Groups : 
(a front for security - ' 
a hired gunmen who ' 
dy ap. O e, 
The severityofthè charges! 
ااا‎ Barrlonusvo,who was 
niste: ا‎ 
e 
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| enclose paymanl Of £ usussssssssssss. 
have | have sighted 


‘high | and “shorteared eagle", two species 
previously undetected in the west- 
ern Palearctic, if not worldwide. 

1 nevertheless ‘thank the “very j Annual eul 
r one thing: we | Kingdom. 
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amateur" author fo 
French ornithologists no longer feel 
inferior to tlie erstwhile more skilful 
British birders,’ 
Jean-Yves Guillosson, , 
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saving urınecessary tax or investing 
millions in offshore trusts - at Lloyds 
Bank it's about very practical help in 
running your financial affairs when you 
can't run around the corner to the bank! 
he Lloyds Bank Overseas 
Chtb ts located in our Offshore 
Centrês in the Isle of Man, Jersey 
. did Guernsey. These Centres are 1 
eqıtipped io aneet the specific 1 
needs of the UK expatriate and 
foreign resident. The Club seeks to 
develop quality relationships with 
its Members through relationship 
banking and offers a personal 
Club Executive and supporting 
team giving vou access to the very 
wide range of offshore and 
banking skills available from one 
of the world's leading banks, This 
professional approach is 
exemplified by our simple annual 
subscription, currently £50, 
which provides you with a cheque 
account free of normal 
transaction charges offering 
premium rates of inlerest, free 
help and information onı 
invesiments, useful debit and 
credit cards, a quarterly Club 
magazine full of investment news 
and a host of ancillary benefits. 


. FREE MEMBERSHIP! 


| We are so süre that you will 


It ea lectrici 
y electrici 
bill arrived that I saw the light 


1 there was more to banking offshore 
ee ا‎ money out round Î arranging direct debits! We E 
َ a 0 I also get my have part of my salary paid locally 

ub Executive and help | and part paid direct to my offshore 
with investments and tax. lf T've account. Î moveci the money from my 


forgotten to do anything I can just fax 
through my coded instructions and she 
or one of her team will take care of it!" 
He told me that his acenunt is in 
the Isle of Man although the Club has 
special Offshore Centres in Jersey and 
Guernsey as well. He had a special 


savings account in Britain into a 
special account in the Isle of Man. I 
used to think that if 1 had interest paid 
gross in Britain it was the same as 
earning it gross offshore - but it isn't 


1 [ hen you're working or living | direct debi : 
abroad you very soon leam its and standing orders, and 
that 


t you can't be in two 
places at the same time. When 
something back home needs attention 
it can be a real problem, as Î was to 
discover soon after I moved out here. 

Î was only two months into my 
new contract and things were going 
fairly well. The new job had turned 
out much better than I dared hope and 
the town, while somewhat remote, was 
stunningly beautiful. It was only then 


nemrem pe am mar mm, 


: 1 security code to enable hi Tax advant 
that : : : im to send : ages 
my redirected mail arrived. fax instructions as well as a US dollar My pension from the previous 
cheque account to pay and receive company wasn't transferable so [ asked 
Six weeks money in dollars (pretty useful out here) | 37ê f0r his advice. Lloyds Bank offers 
ed kakeen six wela, not six days, E service and his 
get to me and sitting on the top of ۹ lal advice was refreshing, We 
the pile was an electricity bill. > settled on a scheme that is very flexible 
I realised that, by the time I could SVT AS CLUS providing for limp sums as well as 
get a cheque to them, they would have regular payments and, because it is 
cut me off. I had left my flat empty Needless to say 1 decided to join | EPO, f gives expatriates further 
as my brother was going to be too. I realised I had jost had my first tax advantages, : 
moving into it in a few mohths. In all hard lesson in handling my financial Î - T'm also going to consider taking 
the rush to leave, I had completely | 3AF fom the other side of the word |` Ê #0me healthcare insurance in case 
forgotten about arranging to pay the j and I didn't like itl When you become Tever have to go back home for, say, EEE 
next electricity bill. : an expatriate your life changes and so | 0€ SPecialibed treatrient or heed extra JF YOU WOULD LÎKE 
E | ا‎ the service you need froma bak, | "00me during a prolonged ines, AN MORE DET! 0 
: 1 ou need to rely on them a bit morê- . ا‎ ore Banking isn't j t abou SCUSS 2 
1 Fea ab ب‎ Offsh just about | PLEASE PH 
Thanka to e ا‎ that's the beauty of dealing with such. | Fnac ann ONE +44 (0) 1624 638104 
to my late mail 1 was an established-bank as Lloyds Bank. | ' Send to: Lloyds Bank Offshore Cintee > ESS SEEKS 
i kb bê reed o ej ` ` John looked up the latest issüe of | Boat j ods Bank Offshore Cêntre, PO Box 12, Douglas; ele of Man, e 
_ reconnection charge, I suddenly realised Î ` Shoreline - the Members’ magazine | | . Please send me a broi E E E 
that he phone was sil comneeted, | atthe Orerseas Cib mals out all | gee mand ne a toile on (êê loy Bank Overeeis Cut and delil ofthe | 
was the house insurance due and | its account holders, In it he found the ا ا‎ E E ا‎ 
ETT date ofthe next vit by cde ofthe || ids Bank customer? Yel] oll: 
raph peg aa Isle of Man staff, phoned up his Club . | | Title_____Tist namê ٠ FN eS 
“1 joined Ig this. “Its simple," he said. | Executive and arranged for me to: j! e Firêt names, إ‎ 
oyds Bank Overseas Club. | mee with Steve, the manager, the Address د‎ E 
get a premium interest cheque following month. ١ : 
account through which 1 can organise ... When we met Î soon discoveted ن أ‎ 1 ١ ا إ‎ 
This abertiseinent i hosed pony erent ehick cen occur. Tle ebenls and chericlers 5 2 : a E GE ۱ 
„ persons or events are caieidehial. The i : pari goed are filis, ey sile to Couritry in which you plan to live if E ; 
a E | Si 
il ohe num! E E N 
:(Liftand ر ا‎ . E E | إ‎ 
copared nuder lie iyya 14 the been( biejicsa ا‎ 
EH i ecer ies ا ا اا[ ا ا‎ a | 
Oh 4 1 4 ime 1991, ا‎ ne! ` “BRINGING THE ‘PERSON a ora 8 5 1 
E aE . | f; BRINGING THB!PERSONAL'TOUCH:..: fog : 
ores cun paikran uote num ort Gri o ioe nia sery mwas Û | SHORE ANIN _ 1 ig Hogs 
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been increased by evidence of pe 
lice involvement in a massacre on 
Cluislmas Day al Shobashobane, 
near Port Shepstone, in which 19 
people were hacker to cleath. 

Mr Fivaz said on Monday that ai 
least 10 pulicemen lad been linked 
to the Shobashobane incident and 
lhat their arrest was imminent. 
More than 1,000 Zulus were In- 
volved in the altack. The polce 
seem to have acl intelligence that it 
was being planned, but did nothing 
to prevent it. 
® Trade unions in Swaziland on 
Monday called off a week-long ger 
eral strike that had plunged the king- 
dom, and its absolute ruler King 
Mswati IT, into the worst crisis since 
independence in 1968. The decision 
followed the return to work of thou 
sands of members of the breakaway 
Swaziland Federation of Labour. 


Bouchard ` 
takes over 
in Quebec | 


,اس 
Clare Trevena In Toronto 1‏ 


HE MOST pupulaur pulitiwian in : 
Qube, ihe sepiualist leader 
lucien Bouchird, wits sworn in dê 
Ihe puuvince's prvinisr ut Muutlay, 
Ihe ecranouy comes in thi wake 
ol a pull which slows thal U per 
ail uf Qucbiruis lulieve the 
i1 xoVUTEIgT 


seersslonists is 
uf Mr Bochird's stalur: sund pupil 
larily lading lhe provincial Parl 
Qudbécuis, any fulure referendunt | 
on mlonomy will be approved ¥ 
Quebec valers. 
Jicaqtes Parizeau, {he prwsecess0n & 
premier, resid after blaming thê 
lus of October's independence ref 
erendunt on "lhe ethnic vole”. 
Ounce il was known that MF 
Hauchard, wlio led the separatists 
in Ihe federal parliament, was iner 
esled in the job no one 
wuld gel il. Bul Mir 
whose smooth political 
vibrant personally ine 
separatist vote in last ycars I . 
pendence poll — bringing it wilhin 
one اطخ تادا‎ e of victory 7 
adopting a low 8 
ration from the rest of Canada اوو‎ 
the goal, but echoing the resp 
denls to the poll, an ultimate rait 
than immediate one. 
First Mr Bouchard will bavê |: 


like provincial leaders across. 
country his priority is reducing hê 
province's $5 billion deficit. 
“We are crııshed by arl ا‎ ٤ 
ably heavy load of debt," he sa: 
week in his jon speech: 
the constituency which e 
elect him to the provincial le 
ture. “We haven't yet been ah 
control the deficit, which. e 
we've bo: mortgage 
future of our children to PY 


Bouchard, 
مھ وانیو‎ 


aratist politician becomes 
leader, makes swingelng 
Quebec's much cherished oe i 
grammes for the sake of thé r. 

nd swiftly sheds his hero's do Ji 

That may be unlikely becaust. 

Mr Bouchard's. immense 
but there will Inevitably De 


when the hero home: (i. 
$1 billion worth اف ما ا‎ ٍ 


ا 


Mufamndi, announced 4 reward of 
R250,000 ($70,000) [or information 
leading to the killers. 

The ANC said the allack could 
have been aimed at undermining 
peace efforts in KwaZulu-Natal 
province, at the other end of the 
country, where a power struggle 
continues between the ANC and 
Inkatha. It said the massacre bore 
“the hallmarks of a ‘third force’ op- 
erating in the midst of our people". 

Random ailtacks — usually on 
trains or commuter taxls — tailecl 
off after the non-racial elections in 
1994. This encouraged speculation 
that they had been part of a political 
conspiracy involving elements of 
the security forces. 

The government is concerned, 
however, that such a force may still 
be operating, _ particularly in 
KwaZulu-Natal. The suspicion has 


Labor faces 
uphill battle 
in Australia 


guns and sprayed the crowd with 
bullets. 

A survivor, Buthelezi Mitat- 
shelwa, wounded in the chest, told 
reporters that he had no idea why 
he had been shot. "I was looking for 
a job, but I am not going to go back 
to that place again,” he said from his 
hospital becl. 

The factory, NF Die Casting, is 
owned by the giant Anglo American 
Corporation. 

The two main trade unions at the 
plant are linked to rival political 
groups —~ the ruling African Na- 
tional Congress and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party. But the manage- 
ment said there was no evidence of 
interunion tension which might ex- 
plain the killings. 

The national police commis- 
sioner, George Fivaz, and the minis- 
ter of safety and security, Sydney 


David Beresford 
In Johannesburg 


T LEAST eight people were 
killed in South Africa on 

Monday in a savage attack 
on a group of unemployed workers 
which brought back chilling memo- 
ries of the random killing before 
majority rule. 

Gunmen with rifles and pistols 
opened fire on more than 2,000 peo- 
ple queuing overnight for 200 jobs 
at a die-casting factory at Alberton, 
in the industrial belt east of Johan- 
nesburg. The attack took place 
shortly before 3am. 

Police said they had been given 
conflicting accounts by survivors of 
wlıat had happened. By one account 
about seven men pushed thelr way 
to the front of the queue and, when 
protests ensued, produced their 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
SA gunmen massacre job-seekers 


ج ی 
Christopher Zinn in Sydney‏ 


HE CHANCES uf hee pric mit 
ser, Paul Keating, letliug Ile 
Auslralim Labor parly to ils sll 
ternı in ulfice lookel puor as Uu 
election campaign began mı Mone 
day with the latest pulls takin the 
vonservalive opposilion's luil lo 14 
points. 

‘The Liberal-Nalional party vurli- 
tion needs only a Û. per cell s 
on Mareh 2 to lake sev > 
Labur and unseat lhe parly 


ycau's in puwet', 

‘The Labor parly hokis 79 sents in 
the fecleral parliament, the coalition 
66 and independenls lwo. Under thw 
preferential electoral system, tw 
first party to win 75 seals forms a 
governın€ll 

Mr Keating, agul 52, clismisacs 
opinion poll resulls, saying a nol 
leader does nol have to be popular. 
But he has slipped further behind 
the opposition leader, Jolin Howard, 
during the past year. 


job. 


“There's still a long way to go,” û 
cautious Mr Howartdl told support 
ers in Sydney this week, “Don't be 
mesmerised or seduced by volatile 
opinion polls on day one.” 

Monday's polls show that Labor's 
support has fallen to 36 per cent, 
compared with the coalition's 50 per 
cent. Betting shops are giving heavy 
odds against a Labor win. 

Mir Keating began his campaign in 
Melbourne by announcing a US$150 
million four-year programme to com- 
bat high youth unemployment, 
homelessness and drug addition. He 
promised to cut the unemployntent 
rate, as high as 30 per cent in some 
areas, to 5 per cent by 2000. 

Mr Howard promised to help 
small businesses. improve 
prospects for the young. 

Labor's first television cormmer- 
cials have tried to paint Mr Howard 
as a weak, .. far-right monarchist 
bereft of new. policies who wants to 
turn the clock back. Mr Howard, 
aged 56, was dropped as opposition 
leader.after his 1987 poll defeat, but 
made a comeback last year. 

‘The. Democrats, the third party, 
are. campaigning under the slogan 


“Kcep the bastards honest", Led by . 


Cheryl. Kernot, they -face a batile 
with the.Greens to retain the balance 
of power in the. senate, where half 
the 80 seats are up for re-election 


Foreign Secretary, Malcolm Rifkind, 
said, “There is a general, view now 


Can’t go, won't go . . . police drag away a homeless protester during 


last week's evictlon of men from a central Tokyo shantytown. The 
unusually harsh crackdown shocked passers-by PHOTO: ITSUO INOUYE 


EU to recognise Belgrade 


EU recognition is seen as a reward 
for President Milosevic's help in 
securing the Dayton peace agree- 
ment. 

Last week the president of the In- 
ternational War Crimes Tribunal, 
Richard Goldstone, said he had not 
received “even the minimum of Co” 
operation" from Belgrade. - 

After the meeting in Brussels the 
Italian foreign minister, Susan Ag- 
nelli, said it was hoped that recogni 
tlon would come “really quite soon". 

Ministers claimed they were only 
waiting for confirmation of a de- 
tailed mutual recognition agreement 
between Belgrade and the former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedonia. 

"This is now the only issue that 
remains to be settled,” the British 


that we should be. moving towards 
recognition of Yugoslavia.” 


Comment, page 12. .; 
Wlaahlnrtnn Pont. nata 15 


, But later the French foreign min. 


John Palmer In Brussels 


UROPEAN Union foreign min- 
isters said on Monday they were 
on the point of formally recognising 
rump Yugoslavia — Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro — despite pressure from 
Washington to deny such rewards to 
the Belgrade government. 2 
The EU overture to the Serbian 
president, Slobodan Milosevic, has 
angered .the United States, human 
rights groups and those investigat- 
ing war crimes, . 
The German foreign minister, 
Klaus .Kinkel, said earlier that the 


issue had been put on ice because of: 
transatlantic policy differences. He’ 


sald he had received a message 
from the US secretary of state, War- 
ren Christopher, restating Washing- 
ton's.opposition. 


¦! ister, Hervé de ‘Charette, said the 
‘Î text of an EU recognition declara- 
j| ton had been agreed, and: that 


.aNntaunller 


The Week 


TE corruption scandal that 
has engulfed some of India's 
leading politicians in the run-up 
to April's general election crept 
cloner to the prime minister, 
Narasimha Rao, after the opposi- 
tlon aceused him of taking bribes 
from the businesaman at the 
heart of the $18 milflon affair. 


T HE US Food and Drug 
Administration approved the 
country’s first zero-calorie artifi- 
clal fat. The product, olestra, can 
be used to replace the fat in. 
patato crisps and other snacks. 


WO MORE leaders of the 

Greenpeace Iuternatlonal’s 
canıpaign against nuclear testing 
in the Pacific have lost their . 
joba. Thomas Shultz left by 
mutual agreement, while Paul 
MecGhee went under organisa- 
tlonal changes. 


SRAEL has agreed to pay 
$400,000 to the family of 
Ahmed Bouchikhi, a Moroccan 
walter, who was allegedly killed 
hy Israeli agents in 1973 in a 

case of mistaken identity, 


EARLY two-thirds of the 

55,000 inmates of Nigerian 
prisons have not been brought lo 
trial. Some have been waiting 
more than 10Û years, according 
to the interlor minister, Baba 
Gana ingihe. 


HE Polish prime minister, 

Jozef Olesky, resigned after 
military prasecutors decided to 
taunch an inquiry into allega- 
tlons that he apied for Moscow. 


LGA HAVLOVA, a leading 

dissident and the wife of 
Czech president Vaclav Havel, 
aa died of cancer, aged 62. 


OHN ELEUTHERE du Pont, 

one of many helrs to the for 
tune of the US chemical con” 
pany that bears his name, was 
arrested for the ruurder of a 
gold-medalllat wrestler shot on 
his estate Tast week. 


IGER'S new military leaders 

say they have received six 
nominations for a prime minis- 
ter to lead a civilian government 
until elections. Li-Colonel 
Ibrahim Mainaasata, who ousted 
Niger's firat demacratically 
elected president, Mahamane 
Ousmane, sald he had no planı 
to hold on to power. 1 


HE bodiea of three British. 
soldiers killed by a land-. 
mine In western Bosnia were 
recovered after 24 hours of 
work hampered by heavy anow- 
Î fall and the hidden danger of 
more mines, ي‎ 


J ALBERTTAYLOR, a 
. Û 36-year-old convicted child 
killer,.was executed by firing -' 


squad in a converted warehouse 


at Utah State Prison in Draper. 
“It went like clockwork," warden 
Hank Galetka sald after four bul 
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the latest 12-month UN appeal, 
donors have committed a mere 14 
per cent of the $124 million mint 
mum required. 

Some donor countries say the 
Kabul government could do more to 
ease the city’s suffering. They claim 
Dr Rabbani's garrison, estimated at 
up to 36,000-strong, remains well 
fed, and is buying large quantities of 
weapons before a predicted upsurge 
in fighting in the spring. 

Analysts believe the factions 
blockading the eastern highway are 
mercenary, anl may soon be 
bought off. 

Aid workers said that 150 trucks, 
carrying enough food to feed Kabul 
for a dny, fıacl been allowed into the 
capital at the weekend. They were 
unable to confirm whether ıhis wits 
a one-off concession or the beygin- 
ning of the ent of {he siege, 


Red Cross plans Kabul airlift 


One million people under “We estimate that 95 per cent of | years, with temperatures plummet- 


: 9 Kabul's 1.2 million inhabitants are Î ing to minus 23C, has made the ap- 
siege face starvation, facing severe food and heating-fuel | proaching humanitarian catastrophe 
writes Gerald Bourke shortages," François Zen Ruffinen, |j allthe more acute, aid workers said, 


a senior official of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), said, 

The ICRC is particularly con- 
cerned about the 100,000 Kabulis 
dependent on its feeding pro- 
grammes, 

The price of scarce staple foods 
has doubled since the last open 
road into the city — from Pakistan 
in the east — was sealed by anti 
governmenl mojahedin when thelr 
leacler centralised the collection of 
their hefly informal laxes. 

‘The onset of the coldest winter in 


The United Nations, which says 
an airlift is beyond its means, 
classes ûO per cent of Kabul's popu- 
lation as “most vulnerable” — ııp 
from 20 per cent a fortnight ago. 

"It's not possible lo calculate how 
many have died so far," Martin Bar- 
ber, head of tHe UN's relief opera- 
tion for Afgbanistan, seid on 
Sunday. He added; “It's one of 1hose 
silent tragedies. You're nut going to 
see appallingly malnourished peo- 
ple un the streets of Kabul; tlıey're 
suffering in their homes." 

Four months after {he launch of 


ITH its food stocks In the 

besieged Afghan capital 

due to run out this week, 
the International Red Cross is plan- 
ning to start an emergency airlift 
into Kabul with 48 flights carrying 
20 tonnes of food each. 

The airlift is to help relieve the 
more than a million people who 
face starvation unless forces op- 
posed to President Burlıanuddin 
Rabbani lift their two-week blockade 
of the capital, aid officials said on 
Sunday. 


Offshore Investment - 


bears fruit with Abbey National. 


With Abbey National in Jersey, your money is safe, secure and etsy to 
get al. What's more, it is virtually certain to thrive ancl flourish in the 


island's fertile financial clirıate, 


No matter where you live or work, you can make the most of your siivings 
by opening a high rate offshore deposit account in a choice oF cinrencies. 


Sterling - gives yol iustant access to your money‏ ا 
with live tiers of Interest rates, . ° 1‏ 
EEE Sterling - subject ıo 90 days notice but oflers you a‏ 
igher rate of interest. 1 :‏ 
EERE EE SERE Sterling ~ your capital is comniittecl for‏ : 
one year with three tiers of even higher interest rates; one penilty-fneé‏ 


We currently offer five such accounts: 


TREASURE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


The habit of a lifetime 


` withdrawal is permitted, 


5 1 A 3 
NNR US Dollars - subject io 30 clays’ notice. ., . 


` EREIOREIEEEENNN Dcitschemarka -isubjeén tû 30 dys’ hotict: 
` Funds can ba paid and recekved in most major currencies. 3 ١ 


. .To find ot how your.offshore investment with Abbey. National in Jersey 
can bear fruit, complete and return thé çoupon ançl 


we. will. send you a 


athe National Trautty : 
tatrrnulronal {inil's wires ad 
paid up capital partir Lt it 
at 11 Dereıaber 1994. (apier of 
ihe hest audited arronnh ar 
anadable mt regpyett: 


ourishing’ Investment in Jersey" with further. details of our 
ore accounts hid 1 3 ا‎ 
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Shell admits 
arms imports 
into Nigeria 


HELL, the multinational oil 

giant, has admitted importing 
weapons into Nigeria to help arm 
the police. The company said the 
weapons are to help protect its oil 
installations, However, activists ac- 
cuse Shell of arming the death 
squads who have been brutally sup- 
pressing the Ogoni people. 

The admission comes in the wake 
of reports in Nigerian newspapers 
that Shell placecl tenclers in Nigeria 
for the importation of arms. Eric 
Nickson, a spoktsman for Shell In- 
ternalional, said: “Shell bas pur- 
chased sitlearnıs — handgurıs — on 
belıalf of the Nigerian police force 
who guartl Shell's facilities. But 
once imported, (le arıns remain the 
property of lhe Nigerian police, who 
store, guard and use iheın.” 

Shell would nol say where the 
arıms are being iınported from, nor 
how many are involved. Mr Nickson 
said the practice is carried but by a 
“wide range of companies in Nige- 
ria, wlıo eınploy tle police to guard 
their facilities", 

Bul a highly respectecl furner 
Chief of Defence Staff in Nigeria, 
Lieutenant-General Alani Akinrt- 
nade, said: "The Nigerian police are 
well equipped ancl du ıot need any- 
one lo import arıms for then." Point- 
ing out that the Nigerian police have 
"their mobile force, who are armed 
to tlıe teeth", he added: “There is no 
excuse for anyone lo iıave a private 
army in Nigeria. They don'1 need ii." 

Shell's admission will confirm the 
worst fears of the Ogoni people of 
southeastern Nigeria, who have 
been accusing it of acting in collu- 
sion with the Nigerian govern- 
ment's security agencies. Ogoni 
people have been killed and 
maimed while protesting against 
the enviré;nmental devastation of 
OgonFlands. Shell pulled out of the 
Ogoni area in 1993. 

In 1990, the mobile police killed 
1Š people in the viilage of 
Umechem, where Shell installations 
were being attacked by villagers 
angry at the pollution. 

, „Human rights abuses by Niger- 
a's military regime have meant that 
limited sanctions have been in place 
against the country for some time. 
The sanctions, which include a ban . 
on military hardware, were ‘| 
strengthened after the execution of 
the playwright Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other Ogoni activists on 
November 10. 
„_ Among those calling for inquiries 
into Shell's importation of arms int 
Nigeria are the respected academic, 
fessor Claude Ake, and Dr 
Owens Wiwa, brother of Mr Saro- 
Wiwa. Professor Ake called on the 
Nigerian government to institute an 
ofticial inquiry, eK 

Professor Ake drew attention to a 
Court case, pending before a Lagos 
high court, in which Shell Nigeria is 
being sued by a Nigerian armslm- 
Porting company, Humanitiex Nige- 
Tia Ltd, for $1.2 million for "a breach 

Contract" over arms the company 
Was supposed to import for Shell in 
1993. The case was reported last 
ntonth. 

Mr Nickson said that Shell had 
led a clefence ir the Nigerian 
Court, stating’ that: “no contract 
Was drawn. up ' with Humanitièx, 
In respect ûf any arms, ammunition 
r communications equipment". 


€ Observer ' -. 


wurk fur uther ators in {le complex 
saga. The 116 pages were covered 
wilh the serawlecl notes uf ber for 
mer law partner’, all former cleputy 
White House cuuursel, Vince Foster, 
whe cammitled suividle in July 1993. 


Almaxt all {he uclds were stacked 


against Mrs Clinton, Grand Juries 
are empowered 1u ask any question, 


bowever irrelevant or in breach 
he usul rules of evitlcıce, andl the 


witness is required lo itııxwer, They 
have û wrillen lranseripl of proveedk 
ins, while the wilness does NOL, 
ALI LAW schoul, where the 
4 Clintons gained thelr legal 
(leyreea, have a proverb that 


“a goo prosceuor can get a grand 


jury lo indict a Jum sindlwicl". In 


lhis case, Ihe spevinl prosecutor İS 
Kenneth Sarr, solicitor-general ln 
ihe Bush adminiration, ant & 
ing caudidate t0 become allorn€y” 


general in amy future Republican 
ilmimistralion. 


“Ihe Republicans suy this is only 
fair. Although the jurors are anor 
ymuus, they ire all from Wasliing’ 
lun DC. The arlds ire they are 
mainly African-American, 
fenine, and overwhelmingly Det 


volers. Mrs Clinton 


eraliv 


seems to have had one admirer İn 
the Grand Jury room. During 4 
break, one juror brouglıt out a COPY 
of her new book, IL Takes A Village 
(To Raise A Child), and asked her tO 


autograph it. 
The American public, however 


does nut trust her. Gallup 


last week that for the first time În 


polling history a majority of 


Clinton in 


r 


of 4, 


cans now. disapprove of their first 
lady —- a deptlı even Nancy Regen 
never plumbed. Mrs 
spires. a yawning gender 


Among selfdeclared liberals, 


among women under the age 


shıe has close to 70 per cent support, 


compared with only 21 per 


aınong middle-aged white men- A 


` poll in the New York Dally Nerê f 


hE.) 
ther 


found that she was most disli 
college-educated white males, 


them of 


cause she reminds 
wives”. 


political humiliation that has nıacle 
her the most unpopular und least 
trusted first lady in history. 

Refusing offers of (lisereet bick 
door or underground enirances, 
Mrs Clinton insisted on the full pub- 
lic spectacle. She walked through 
the main cloors of (he US district 
courthuuse auı(l said a few wurcls fur 
Ihe electronic shrubbery of nier 
phones aud cameras, ns if lu syiit- 
bolise a clear conscience. 

“f'n happy lo answer ile gvancl 
jury's quesiions and look forward io 
telling them whal I know iıı Lhe lupe 
that il will help {hem will heir inves 
ligation," she sakl. With a cool mul 
confident sınile, she tossed ler hiti 
and swept alone ilo (he courllunst', 
like an actress making û clranuutic eli 
trance, Ech slep and phrnse reeled 
uf rehearsal, and even her costume 
was deliberately siriking. Her black 
coal billowecl belilnd her, an urusual 
blaze of wlıile embroidery oun ils 
back drawing all eyes, 

Il was a slıorl ride [rom the Whilc 
House to the US federal court built 
ing where the grand jury ilıal 
probecl President Nixon's involve- 
ment with Watergate cuuvened 22 
years ago. Through the gauntlet of 
TV cameras and reporters, she was 
led into the windûwless, waocl-pan= 
elled room on the tlıird floor where 
the Iran-Contra grand jury agreecl 
eight years carlier to prosecute 
Colonel Oliver North anl President 


. Reagan's national security advisers. 


Alone with the grand jury, the 
special prosecutor antl a slenogra- 
pher, and witlı no lawyer allowed 


into the room têo help her, Mrs Clin-' 


ton was then questioned on oath for 
four hours about her long-lost 
billing records which mysteriously 
rë-appeared İn a room beside her 
private study. Demanded under sul- 


` poena, the White House and Rose 


Law firm had clalmed for two years 
they had been lost without race. 


. `` Detalling not only her work for the 


bankrupt Madison Guaranty, the 
Arkansas bank owned by the Clin- 
tons’ partner in the ill-fated Wlıitewa- 
ter vacation resort iivestment, tlie 


records also list Mrs Clinton's legal 


Dole's once-massive opinion poll 
leads of 30 ancl 40 percenlage points 
in the first caucus state of Jowa and 
the first primary state of New 
Hampshire have eroded to low 
single figures. Although still the 
best funded and bestarganised can- 
didate in ihe race, with the endorse- 
ments of most of the party 
hierarchy, Dole is now running 10 
points behincl challenger Steve 
Forbes in Arizona. 

The gathering ınood of a "Dump 
Dole” movement was palpable at the 
Republican National Comıniltee’s 
fund-raising event on Wednesday 
night last week, as more than 3,500 
wealthy donors rose to cheer the 
candidate that never was, retired 
general Colin Powell. 

“Run, Colin, Run," (hey chanted, 
despite lis firm statement ııot to 
sland for any elective office this 
year. They also cheered Gingrich, 
another non-canididate fur the presi- 
clency, who gave the keynote 
speech to the diııner in aid of funds 
for this year's congressional cam- 
paigns. Tickets were $1,000-a-heacl, 
which should have netted $3.5 mil- 
lion. But the lure of special titles and 
special access, and lunches with 


.| Gingrich aud Powell for those who 


raised $250,000 and ınore, produced 
a grand total of $ 16,340,000. 


F CLINTON continues on his 
State of the Union form, all that 
money may be spent in vain. On 
the other hand, if a criminal indict- 
ment is formally laid against Hillary 
Clinton, the Republicans may not 
need to spend a dime to score a 
landslide. For’ if it was the best of 


„weeks for Bill, it was the worsl of 


weeks for Hillary. 

Cheerfully asserting that she was 
“looking forward to telling every- 
thing I know”, Mrs Clinton became 
the firat presidential wife in history 
to appear before a federal grand jury. 
Called as a witness rather than as "a 


. target”, which means nû chargës are 


yet ` envisaged against her, the 
woman once voted among America's 
100 most mfluential lawyers put û 


bold public face on a personal and 
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Clinton revealed as 
Great Communicator 


of wept orı each other's shoulders. 
Clinton is going to be very, very 
hard to beaf. And 1 think everyone 
in the country, whatever their poli- 
lics, took tlıeir hat off to him for that 
moving tribute to his wife," 

The president departed from his 
script to look up at his wile in the 
balcony, and salute her as "a won- 
derful wife and magnificent mother 
and a great first lady”, Tlıeir dauglı- 
ter Chelsea instantly rose to lead a 
slanding ovation, and courtesy lefl 
Gingrich and the Republicans little 
option but to rise from their seats 
and juin the applause for a woman 
who had just received her subpoera 
to give evidence to the grand jury 
on Whitewater. 

In Towa, whicl holds the first 
presidential caucus of the election 
later this month, local Republicans 
were Also depressed by the perfor- 
mance .of Dole, their elderly fronl 
runner, against Clinton's confident 
borrowing of their better campaign 
themes. 

"Tf Clinton versus Dole is the 
match-up in November, we are in 
trouble,” said Representative Christo- 
pher Rents, a member of the lowa 
legislature. “Clinton reaclıed into his 
bag of tricks and pulled out some- 
thing for everybody. He sounded like 
a Republican. Dole doesn't project a 
positive image. He didn't project A fu- 
ture under Republicans.” 

“Clinton had vision, he talked up 
all the good things that have hap- 
pened and reached out to literally 
every group out there," commented 
the Republican leader in the lowa 
state legislature, Brent Siegrist. 
"He's going to be very difficult to 
beat.” 

My own sanıpling of public opin- 
ion on Washington's Connecticut 
Avenue found that most people had 
watched the speech, and found 
something to admire, and every- 
body recalled his unscripted salute 
to tle balcony, andl lis statement 
that Mrs Clinton was “a (ruly great 
first lacly"., 

But Dole's speech in reply, which 
sıuıggested Clinton always promised 
more than he could deliver, found 
echoes onu the sireets of Washing- 
ton. “Clinton proınised us healtlı 
care, and (hat sank without trace, 
and lıe promised to be the candiclate 
of change, and nothing's clıanged 
that I canı ste, so Î don't believe a 
word he says," said Jason Wild, 
aged 27, an investment analyst. 

"I think tlıe president has moved 
80 far towards the Repubficans that 
we can't really call him a Democrat 
any more," said Phillip Moser, a 
retired librarian. “It seems like he's 
apologising for everything Denno- 
crats ıısed to be proud of, If he goes 
on like tlıis we'll have 1o choose 
between Republicans come Novenm- 
ber." 

The US media overwhelmingly 
scored Clinton's speech a success, 
and Dole's a disappointment, in 
what was seen as tle first presiden- 
tial debate of the 1996 election. Clin- 
ton's performance was followed by 
what even. Republican loyalist and 
talk-show host Rush Limbaugh 
called “a lacklustre reply” by Dole. 

In consequence, a wave of alarm 
about their hopes of recapturing the 
Wlıite House this year under Dole's 
leadership. is chilling’. Republlean 
party stalwarts, even as they. broke 
all fund-raising records with a $16.3 
million dinner ii Washington’ last 
week. 


The US this week 
Martin Walker 


8 HE MOST succinct conment 
on the characteristically com- 
pelling performance by Presi- 
dent Clinton in the State of the 
Union address last week came froni 
his critics. "I thought Ronald Reagan 
had taken over his body,” said Re- 
publican party chairman Haley Bar- 
bour. Indeed, the ghost of the Great 
Communicator seemecdl to hover in 
the Capitol as Clinton shamelessly 
copied Reagan's rhetorical tricks. 

Reagan understood the art of ap- 
pearing lo be above parly politics, 
Having spent several hours the pre- 
vious week watching Reagan 
videos, Clinton proved an apt pupil. 
He called on American heroes to 
rise in the balcony, saluted Amer- 
ica's veterans and, in a chivalrous 
touch, included his election chal 
lenger, Senator Bob Dole. Above all, 
Clinton exuded optimism, about 
America and about himself, and thal 
wa§ always Reagan's secret weapon. 

Clinton purloined many of Rea- 
gan's policies too, with the breath- 
taking assertion, “The era of Big 
Government is over,” and claimed 
credit for a slill-to-be-achieved 
agreement with Congress {o bal- 
ance the budget. The presiclent 
praised the idea of school uniforms, 
and clallengexl Hollywood “to make 
films and programntes you'd be 
proud for your owr children ancl 
grandchildren (o see", 

He even escalated his former 
toughnırcrime slogan of “three 
strikes andl you're oul", the manda- 
tory life sentence (or a third violent 
crlme. Vowing no tolerance of vio- 
lent or drug-related crime in public 
housing, his new slogan was, “One 
strike and you're out”, 

"The speech was about one quar- 
ter Ronald Reagan, aboııt two-thirds 
Lyndon Johnson and about 10 per 
cenl George McGovern," com- 
mentel Speaker Newt Gingriclı. 
“Anybody could read the part {hey 
liked and be tilled, or' read the 
part they dicin't like and be wurriecl, 
‘The president talks a good game.” 

Clinton, whu usually excels at 
these setpiece occasions, was given 
a 75 peı' cent approval rating for his 
speech by the ABC News poll arıd 
dismayed Republicane around the 
country. At least temporarily, he 
overcame his wife's Whitewater 
troubles to make a powerful start to 
his re-election campaign. 

"The president was at his best. 
What struck me was the physical 
strength and vigour of a man in 
campaign. mode, while Senator 
Dile's reply was lame ancl tired,” Dr 
Tom Gilliam, a Rëpublican county 

"chairman in Florida, said. “Republi 
cans were calling round to each 
other after the speeches, and kind 
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“meddling” in the affair — the 
Court order summoning her baht 
Britain — and have called for t: 
couple to be left to pursue their a’ 3 
together. ۱ 

For then, it is a Romeo and Jul: 
love affair — the pf 
agonists divided not by a family: 
but by different cultures, Ezi 
West, Islam v Christianity. 

In Ankara, Istanbul and Kahrar: 
maras, the reaction is one of bemı* 
ment that a society which conde 
giving condoms to under-age yori 
sters can be outraged by a cu 
who marry in a religious cerem: 
attencled by both sets of parents 


LI SEZAL, mayor of Kik 
وا واا‎ has 
campaign in support ol 
couple, crowning Saraht bride off 
city ancl her “husband” groom oft 2 
nation, said: “A British girl has 2 
sen our faith, that's what the fis: 
about.” 
Suclı is the level of local feki 
that when Sarah walks in the € 
she a ped her o LE 
mobbecl by supporters 
and give her presents. Turkish 
porters have laid a bouquetofa 
tions in front of the British cons? 
in Istanbul with the message: 
unce for love", urging hal % 
shotıld be ا‎ to lay ni 
One canı only lope f : 
201th century version of stara 
love comes to a happier 
than its Shakespearean precurs 
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Sarah Cook, the Essex girl who became a wife at the age of 13 
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The family was split. On their re- 
turn, they persuaded Sarah's father 
to let her fly out to be with Musa. 
Weeks later, Sarah and Musa were 
married in a Muslim ceremony at- 
tended by bath sets of parents. 

“She did what she wanted to do 
— thats her wish. We just went 
along with her dreams,” Sarah's 
father Adrian, aged 42, said. 

Though it may be strictly illegal 
in Turkey, marriages of girls as 
young age 12 and 13 are in fact com- 
mon in rural areas, where families 
are large, and the dowries paid by 
grooms to their bride's relalives are 
desperately needed. And such fami- 
lies have a worthy precedent. The 
holy prophet Mohammecl took his 
second wife, Ayse, when she was 
nine. 

Elsewhere in the world — in 
parts of Africa, India and Pakistan 
— child narriages are common. 

Even in Britain, there were the 
two Birmingham girls, 14-year-old 
Nadia and Zana Muhsen, aged 15, 
who were sold as Yemeni clıild 
brides by their father to tlıe sons of 
two friends for £1,300 each. 

But in this case it is a {3-year-old 
British girl who has beeıı “handle 
over” by her parents nol only to an 
under-age marriage, but (o A foreign 
— [elamic — cullure, 

But in Turkey, Sarah antl Musa, 
who is facing a charge of rape with n 
possible five years in prison, have 
become a cause célèbre. Turkish 
newspapers have opposed Britain's 


Sir Stanley said: “Rabbi Sacks 
haa great oratorical skills, but 
inhibited in his outpourings, the 
words hardly flll the appetites of 
.AngloJewry. We are in a time- 
warp.” . 

Sir Stanley articulates wide- 
spread criticism of the Chief : 
Rabbi in the Jewish community, 
aingling out three issues on : 
which he accuses him of having 
reneged on electoral pledges: 
greater tolerance of different in- : 
terpretatlons of Judalsm, equal- 
ity for women, and peace in the 
Middle East 

°` Rosalind Preston, one of the 
most prominent Orthodox 
women in the community, said: 
“I can underatand Kalms's 
frustration and I would agree 


.| thatwe need a major improve- 


ment in talking to Jevys of other 
persuasions: I would like a 
debate honeatiy faced in our 
,„ community.” Burt she added that 
ãhe was fully İn support of the 
ChiefRabbl,  - :: 


Romantic dilemma for child bride 


Sally Weale 


T WAS Arthur Brooke's 1562 

poem The Tragicall Historye of 

Romeus and: Juliet that provided 
the inspiration {or Shakespeare's 
romantic tragedy. Had the Bard 
been writing today, he need have 
looked no further than the front 
page of the Sun. 

The story of 13-yearold. Essex 
schoolgirl Sarah Cook might have 
begun as a typical holiday romance 
— two teenagers canoodling on a 
sunsoaked Mediterranean beach — 
and hardly the stuff of great drama. 

This week, however, as Romeo 
languished in a Turkish jail, telling 
journalists that his young “bride” 
was pregnant, and Juliet, hounded 
by the law, threatened to go on 
hunger strike if she was forced to 
leave him, the affair was teetering 
on the brink of a tragedy worthy of 
Stratford-upon-Avon's finest. 

The first anyone knew of the 
dumpy teenager from Braintree wags 
last week when the world awoke to 
the broad smiles of the newly wed 
Mr and Mrs Komeagac splashed 
across the newspapers, their arma 
wrapped around each other, a Mua- 
lim headscarf wrapped around 
Sarah's ginger curls. 

It was a story, claimed the Sun, 
which reportedly pald £20,000 for 
the exclusive, that would shock 
every parent in Britain — a typically 
extravagant claim, but which for 
once, was within hailing distance of 
the truth. 

While her contemporaries at her 
school! were still squeezing their 
spots and pondering the mysteries 
of the French kiss, Sarah Cook had 
married a Turkish boy. And it was 
with the consent of her parents. 

It began while Sarah was on a 
family holiday last June in the Turk 
ish resort of Alanya. Musa was a 
waiter in the Hotel Hamburg. Their 
eyes met across the restaurant, then 
it was a meeting on the beach. 
There was kissing and cuddling, 
and at some point Musa proposed, 

The holiday came to an end but 
the romance didn't. There were 
long, teary telephone calls and 
lovesick outbursts. There was des- 
perate pestering until Sarah's 

mother Jackie, aged 39, agreed to 
fly back with her to Turkey for an- 
other holiday later that year, 
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Britain's Chief Rabbi fights call to resign . 


Madeleine Bunting 


HE Chief Rabbi, Jonathan 

Sacks, suffered the worat 
setback of hia career when he 
was publicly urged to resign by 
one of the moat influential 


members of the Jewish commu 


nity. . 1 
' 'The millionaire founder of the 
Dixons retail chain, Sir Stanley 
Kalmes, told the Chief Rabbi that 
he was more suited to academic 
life and warned that under his 
leadership, AngloJewry waa fast 
becoming an irrelevance under 
the “dead harıd of reactionary 
attitudes”. 
The unprecedented public 

humiliation of the leader of 
Britain’s 200,000 Orthodox 


'Î Jews in the Jewish 


brings into the open the increas- 
Ing exasperation in the commuüi- 
nlty.witb the.Chlef Rabbi's 
leaderabhip at a dme whèn 
Orthodox memberahip is declin- 


^ Î ing slgalfcantly. 
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CBI banks on wage rises 
to fuel economic recovery 


ia coming fronı the National Lottery, 
and Muslim groups were quick to 
denounce the idea that mosques 
should be built with “tainted” cash. 


EVIN MAXWELL, son of the 

late media tycoon, Robert 
Maxwell, accused the Government 
of a political vendetta when the Seri- 
ous Fraud Office (SFO) announced 
it would press ahead with further 
charges against him. This waa 
seven days after he and others were 
acquitted of charges of conspiracy 
to defraud pensioners of shares 
worth £122 million. 

The first trial cost an estimated 
£30 million and raised questions 
about the competence of the SFO. A 
second trial, suspected of being an 
attempt to save the reputation of the 
SFO, will be resisted by Mr 
Maxwell's lawyers, who will argue 
that it is oppressive, an abuse of 
process, and not in the public 
interest. 


TTENTION was once again fo- 

cused on the activites of the 
Duchess of York and her sisterin- 
law, the Princess of Wales. 

The duchess, who was thought to 
have solved her debt problems with 
a marketing deal for her Budgie 
books and a contract to host a TV 
chat show, both in America, faced A 
possible writ for the repayment of 4 
£100,000 loan. It was issued by Lily 
Rathan Mahtani who said ahe lent 
the money in 1994 so the duchegs 
could take a six-week holiday in 
France. She claimed that only £5,000 
had been repaid. 

Princess Diana's tangle with 
lawyers was more intriguing. She 
was sent a letter by libel specialist, 
Peter Carter-Ruck, demanding that 
she withdraw allegations made 
against Tiggy Legge-Bourke, per- 
sonal assistant to her estranged hus- 
band, Prince Charles, and nanny to 
their two sons. At the same time, Mr 
Carter-Ruck wrote to newspaper, ed- 
itors, warning them of “malicious’ 
lies” which they should not publish. 

‘This was a virtual invitation to ed- 
itors to find out what these “mall 
cious lies” were. It is alleged that 
the princess and Ms Legge-Bourke 
had bumped into one another at a 

Christmas party and that the 
. princess had whispered to her, 
mock-sympathetically:. “So sorry to 
hear about the baby." . , 


‘The princese was belleved to be 


implying that Ms Legge-Bourke had 
had anı abortion, 


EWSAGENTS' billboards pro- 

claiming “Employers demand 
higher wages” could-well have been 
taken as same sort of tasteless 
apoof. But it turned out to be no 
more than a slight oversimplifica- 
tion of the message put out by Adalr 
‘Turner, director-general of the Con- 
federation of British Industry, once 
known as the "bosses’ union" and, 
by implication, the voice of the Tory 
partly at work. 

What Mr Turner actually said 
was: “We cannot expect, and would 
not want, the share of national in- 
come given to wages to decline in- 
definitely,” This was no more than 
an admission that employers have & 
selfinterest in ensuring that real 
wages rise over time because it cre- 
ates extra purchasing power to buy 
thetr products. 

The share of national income 
accounted for by wages and salaries 
including the massive increases 
awarded to the bosses of privatised 
industries) fell from 66.5 per cent in 
1991 to 62.5 per cent in 1994, And, 
in the past year, real wages (after 
allowing for tax and inflation) have 
dropped below the Tax and Price 
Index (TPD, which measures living 
standards for employees, This may 
explain why the Government has 
stopped publishing the Index. 

Real wages are part of the “feel 
good” factor, on which Tory lıopes 
of winning another term in office 
depend. Jobs with decent wages are 
also, presumably, one of the aims of 
Labour's “stakeholder society”. The 
CBI bellevea Britain can now afford 

longerterm growth in real wages 
because it considers the wage-price 
spiral to have been broken by 
greater flexibility in the labour 


m 
All this coincided with the latest 
Social Trends survey, published by 
government statisticians, which 
once again pointed to the disturbing 
social consequences of unemploy- 
ment. The survey, which has been 
tracking a sample group of 500,000 
people since 1971, conflrms previ- 
ous findings that early death rates 
are 37 per cent higher than average 
Among unemployed men of working 
„| age. It also shows joblessneas to be 
a "major factor" in the prevalence of 

neurotic and depressive disordets,. 
WII Hulton, page 14 


LANS for Britain's celebration 
of the millenniunı were sharply 
'| criticised by Prince Charles, who 
‘| bemoaned theîr lack of “spiritual 
significance”, He doubted the value 
.| of the proposed “landriark projects” 
to be built across the country, ancl 
complained that most of them failed 
to rise above the material. As A re- 
sult, he said, the marking of a new 
century risked becoming “a giant 
but essentially meaningless party". 
He wanted everyone, regardless 
of their culture or beliefs, to have a 
stake in the celebration, This could 
involve building places of worship 
‘Î for the various faiths in Britain, and 
„| projects that could “bring new life to 
the decaying and derelict centres of 
some of our great cities” and build 
bridges across the country’s divided 
society". 2 
His ideas were broadly welcomed, 
„Î the more so since the Millennium 
Commission has siguiflcantly falled 
to come up with any one “big idea”. 


But money to mark the millennium 


wrongdoer discovers 


them to change, it can- 


no more tap security 


months frntn jail to jail 


ر 


UK NEWS 11: 
Prison psychiatrist quits 
over ‘harshness’ of policy 


many violent prisoners the root 
cause of their crimes lie in child- 
hood trauma or abuse. 

A fornıer GP who qualifiecl as a 
psychiattist to take on a low-paid داەز‎ 
no one else would touch, he ques- 
lions the Home Secretary's entire 
“prison works" philosophy, 

“Unless tle prison system insists 


that every 


why they offended, and vigorously 


encourages 


not be othıêr than an expensive way 
of making things worse,” 

Two weeks ago the unit's fate was 
sealed when the Prison Service 


ruled that 


category A prisoners coulcl he helel 
at Parkhurst since its security grad- 
ing was redııcecl to category B. 

The category A prisoners from 
lhe special unit are now among the 
20 or so inmates subject to “vontinu- 
aus assessment" in the prisnn 
service, Untler a policy known as 
sharecl misery, these prisoners who 
are the ımst flisruptive, ıre muıvecl 


every three 


and held in solitary ecnnfinemenl. 
8 The Prison Service is inlrorclnrcing 
pirtlinıe staff to caver werkenıls, 


selective teluctiuns" in juil 
regiltes, Hind i1 “xperinl iileas | 
srheme" with prizes for the beer 


caStCnlinyr SHrentS iS put of 
blir sending ekrem 
SNIO jul. 


Comment, page 12 


used only for buildings, ‘This 1 
year’s cash hıd been cut to 1 
£188.2 miflion, but tha £5 
million gap has been mare than 
made up by the council's 
charging £4.3 million for 
dealing with lattery applications 
and closing a £1 million 
contingency fund, 

“We are still more than £5 
million worse off this year in real 
terma,” said Lord Gowric, “We 
recognised the difficuldes which 
standstill will cause. A number 
of important organisations are 
on the brink of closure. Almost 
all are in their fourth conseeu- 
tive year of squeeze," 


600 OR 16,000 MILES FROM 
VICE _ 


Lottery ‘foil for arts cuts’ 


For an exclilng previéw Of the 
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س 
A SENor prison psychiatrist‏ 
who has spent five years work-‏ ° 
ing with the most dangerous in-‏ 
mates in Britaln last week quit the‏ 
prison service lı protest at Michael‏ 
Howard's austere pénal policy,‏ 

„mh a passionate open lefter of res- 
ignation, Bob Johnson toll the 
Home ak that the “harsh- 
ness of your current prison pollcı 
has finally ground my therapeu: 
endeavours al Parkhurst to a 
sickening halt — I must now resign 
on principle", 

His resignation strikes at re- 
peated assurances by Mr’ Howard 
hat the loss of almost 3,000 prison 
jobs because of reductions in jai 
bılgrts will not urlereul regirnes 
clesigned to confront the offending 
behaviour of prisoners. 

The special unit at Parkhurst has 
held the most dangerous prisoners 
in Britain wlw are not only violent 
nl disruptive bul alsn have jısychi- 
atric problems. They are the in- 
nates that Broadnıoor special 
hospital and the Grenlon therapen- 
tic prison will nol avcept, 

The specialist team nf prison uffi- 
cers wurking oun the unit in 
Parkhurst's UC wing sayS if has re- 
cluced violent incidents hy OM per 
cem in the pasl five years antl rr 
ducesl medicntir 1 frm 345 
kilagrams la only IFO prasad Yer. 

br Jolnson believers hat for 


Snowed under . . . Several ople di 2 ESE 
feeding winda of o ery over ed, mainly in road accidents, as cold weather and 
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Gas complaints double in a year 


THE crisis gripping British Gas 
deepenecl this week with the 
release of new figures show- 
ing official customer complaints 
against the privatised company 
more than doubled last year to rise 
to their highest leve] since 1387. 
Acvorling io one of the com- 
pPany's walchdogs, {he Gas Con- 
sumers Council, it received 49.104 
cumuplaints last year, ll per cenl 
ure than in 1444. Of these, nearly | priced gits it cammat sell beeause af 
E were Iran cus | (he rapil Fmrrgence of competition 
n a E 0 1 e in 0 prices for gas. melialely innouncerl plans la ballot 
1 wrheltuihe ail- Meanwl e campany at the Û BNO workers û " Wari - 
Ing lo gut a satisfectury answer. centre of lil < drnuyrhl crisis has | base ا ا ا‎ 


„ Gripes about bills dominated the 
rising number of complaints in a 
year which the wuıutchdog said had 
been “rotten” fur British Gas and for 
its customers. 

There wis a public outcry over 
top salaries after cliief executive 
Cedric Bruwn received a 75 per cent 
pay rise at a tine when 25,000 jol 
culs were heing pusherl through. 
The conıpany encled the year fic- 
ing a Financial crisis over $40 billion 
nf long-term coniravts for high- 


been crilicised by a government in- 
specter for iıradequate preparations. 
A report released by the Depart- 
ment of the Environmenl says 
Yorkshire Water dil nat acl 
urgenlly enough when the scale of 
the shartage last Noveınber be- 
came clear, 
@ Strike action threatens th: water 
and electricily industries for the 
first time since privatisaliun alter 
Uniled Utilities sakl it was In de- 
recagnise unions in one af its core 
operations ancl embark ım 1 tew 
TDUNd of job cuts. Lian leaders im- 


Fax an affront to House, say MPs 


unacceptable when the notepaper 
and û signiûlure is userl deliberately’ 
to give tle iınpression that that au- 


MPs have sent the evidence to Sir 
Gordon Downey, the Parliamen- 
lary Commissioner for Standards, 


س 


1 ETEK PKIESTON, the forıner 


David Hencke 
Daı 1 آ۱‎ REASURY ministers used 


public igrıoraııce of lottery 


0 a anl the i has پر‎ given." s0 that il canı be investigated by the bein DI N O 
5 liy of unwise ıe reporl cleclines to go into the | new e ivi 5 1 pie 
1 i nproper cuncluet in forging a | circumstances surrourkling the use ا ا‎ 1 PIegEF and ort e 1 ا‎ 
Jonathan Aitken 2 e E 0 E knowıt as the "cor Mr Preston, in evidence to MPa calmed Taal; E 
a a r Labinct | fax” which was sent to obtain the | apologised for using tl f id 3 
intaister, but na aclian will bı» laken Î the former minister's bil 1 had SL 0 E ا‎ 
a od e E r minister's bill at lhe Ritz | that he had sent it tn prutect his Jord Gowrie, who is chairman 


Hotel, Paris, as part of an inquiry 
inte Mir Aitken's stay there with 1wo 


source. The lelephone and fax 


leges Committee ruled ihis week, a lB 


0 1 numbers ıuardian’ ayers" 
ت‎ EE contlemns the for- | Arab businessmen. Inquiries E 0 had UI iy 
ا‎ E 0 o 2 et E involving | public interest because Mr Aitken of Beatin Lhe 
5 cept- | payments to made bı ivi 
0 0 Anyone other than a Meım- Î Mohamed AlFayed, owner 0f Har. ee RS i 2 iOS ta of 
Cr of Parliament or a person acting | rods and the Ritz, in private evi ا‎ 


“I felt one was asking legitimale 
questions but was not being given 
straightforward answers.” 


The grant subsidisea the op- 
eratlon of arts organisations, 
1 but most lottery money can be 


on that member's authorily to use 


1 dence to the committee, hav 
official notepaper. It is even more a 


deleted (rom the report, Instead 


Ex-officer ‘nobbled’ jury 


Duncan Campbell the plot, and thrce of them were 1 
3 convicted and jalled for up to 20 5: 7 
Aaa a | yg a OUR VIDEO SER 
years last charges, 

ib, E what ied to be The bh a her. 1S S R MAGIC. 

at jury “nobbling” cnso brother's solicitor and the poli : ٠ 
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mig ing an ex-officer to come to n Tira ia e ay la e 0 ا‎ e video mail order 
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ee i Ion comes aa e ا2‎ 5 Pay off meet ng. Films : Children’s, Sport . British Television . Music - 
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ج‎ ıterfered with. through anı unidêntifled officer, أ‎ includês advice and information on 
failed OnE, aged 45, was @ Several north London police ¢ titles, prompt, efficient processing of 
لجا بدا‎ don crown court | officers could face charges after your order and guaranteed deliveri 
oi pling to pervert tho an inquest jury last week re. direct tO your door. E 
£30 000 ice by demanding | tured a verdict of unlawful EE 
E to try to tamper with a Î killing on a Nigerian asylum ` | : 
a Old Bailey case last was put in a heck ا‎ 
a old and died of asphyxiation. 

mR had offered to supply ` The case —which prompted 

2 on abouııt the jury to the | the coroner, Stephen Chan, to': | | _Or comF 

e ofthe four defen- , | call on police to apeed uip warn- : a i TR EE a 
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£4 BILLION contract to 

supply the United Arab 
Emıiratea withı long-range strike 
aircraft is slipping from Britain's 
grasp because London will not 


agrec to put British troops under 
Arab command. 


HE BBC World Service 

reaches a record 140 million 
adults each week in mare than 
100 countries, according to the 
latest figures uınounced three 
months after the Government 
slashed ita hudget by £20 million. 


HE MINISTRY of Defence is 

to announce fresh efforts to 
isolate the medical causes of 
Gulf war syndrome after pres- 
sure from veterans who suspect 
their children's birth defects can 
be traced back to it. 


OHAMMAD Sarwar'’s hopes 

of becoming Britain's firat 
Muslim MP rose when Labour 
said that it was re-examining all 
485 postal votes in the Glasgow 
Govan noıminatlon contest, 


HE SOCIAL Security Secret 

ary, Peter Lilley, told the 
Commons that the estimated 
£150 million ıı year lost through 


social securily books frauds wil ' 


be virtually eliminated ounce they 
are replaced by smart cards. 


ICHARD MORLEY, who is 

appealing a deportation rul- 
ing agiinat his charge, Jayaran 
Khaclka, saicl he wanted the 
appeals tribunal to help him 
fulfil a pledge ww lhe boy’s Nep" 
aleae father who saved his life. 


N THE samc week that the 

Metropolitan pulice pald out 
neurly £90,000 in damages and 
legal costa to (hree people who 
clalıned they were assaulted bY 
officers in Jondon's Soho, a 
fraud inquiry slated the police 
for lheir handling of a cnae in 
which an accountant who stole 
£5 million from ihe Met was 
under suspicion six years 
he was arrested, 


EOPLE should budget for IP 

to £40,000 on residendsl of 
nursing mne a in thelr old 

, John Bowis, thıe junior 
health minster sald, Such a bl 
2 “manageable! for most 
people in view 
assets İn increased home ome 
ship, he said. 


OZENS of tree top proiestê® 
Dî. along the proposed : 
route of the Newbury bypP38 


1 


ATE ATKINSON won tie. 
Kiiibrend Book ol e Yor, 
award for ‘her first novel, Be, 
The Scenes At The Museum) 


the favourite, 
Rushdie. 1 


to boak tests before wi. 
ean ace ktroduced oa Ji 


paign tê highlight “say one thing, do. 
housing, welfare.anid other policies. 
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Graduate tax | Major takes the gloves off 


audience Ihat the Education Secre- 
tary, Gillian Shepharcl, was revicw- 
ing “sanclions available lo schools” 
— including powers of delenlion 
and exclusion — there was little 
new of substance in his repetition of 
earlier pledges to build five secure 
training centres for 12 to 14-year- 
olds and to put 5,000 more police on 
the beat. Both face budgetary prub- 
lems. 

What was sharper was the tone of 
his rhetoric, designed, some MPs 
thought, both to out-tough New 
Labour and to distract attention 
from the Conservatives’ record — a 
160 per cent increase in burglary 
and 400 per cent rise in violent 
crime since 1979, as John Prescott 
said in exchanges with Mr Hesel- 
tine at Question Time. 

Mr Major's speech lacked social 
context other than the need to pass 
on moral values and to stop children 
going down the “slippery slope” 
which starts with truancy. 

"For every crime there's a victim. 
For that victim, that crime isn't a 
dry statistic. Its something per- 
sonal,” he said. "For every crime, 
there's a criminal. Not a product of 
society, but an individual who has 
made a consclous decision to harm 
someone for personal gain. And 
every crime is wrong." 

Jack Straw, shadow home secre- 
tary, said that after 17 years Mr 
Major's remarks anıouuterl lo "a 
monumenial admission of failure”. 


Comment, page 12 


machine" 
proaches. 

Mr Major must have known he 
would be accused of diminislıing his 
office if he appeared to endorse 
Michael Heseltine's earlier jibe that 
Labour is “the villain's friend”. 

Though his language was milder, 
the Prime Minister used a Conserv- 
ative Political Centre (CPC) lecture 
in London to associate himself with 
it and with Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, in his clash with 
senior judges over tackling the 
crime wave. 

In a taunt directed at Mr Blair's 
best known slogan, he suggested 
that Labour is still too concerned 
with the rights of criminals rather 
than victims and with insisting that 
“absolutely everything is responsi- 
ble for crime" except the people 
who commit it. 

“Punishment is not a dirty word. 
In my book, being tough on crime 
means being tough on criminals,” 
he said. 

Mr Major confirmed that the con- 
troversial package unveiled by the 
Home Secretary at last October's 
‘Tory conference, including a curb 
on early release from prison and 
automatic life sentences for serious 
second offences, will emerge in a 
white paper in April or May. 

With Labour co-operation, it 
could be law by tlıe autumn, aides 
said, in a clear hint that ministers 
will use it to prove Labour feehle- 
ness, 

‘Though Mr Major told his CPC 


as election day ap 


Michael White 


OHN MAJOR on Monday 
ل‎ took the gloves off in his fight 
back against Tony Blair and 
accused the Labour party of repeat- 
edly undermining the Govern- 
ment’ efforts to deter, capture and 
punish criminals who “flout our 
laws and spurn our moral code”. 

Hoping to capitalise on last 
week's Conservative charges of 
hypocrisy over Harriet Harman's 
clıoice of school for her son, Mr 
Major insisted that the Opposition's 
response was the-same on law and 
order, a topic which ministers in- 
tend to make a ceniral theme of 
their re-election campaign. 

“No matter what they [Labour] 
say about crime, they persistently 
do sonething else. Day by day, 
Labour slow themselyes in their 
real colours, And tlıe colour they re- 
veal is not soft focus blue, it is the 
colour of envy and hypocrisy,” said 
Mr Major. 

“[ don't believe in a harsh society, 
but I do believe in a self-disciplined 
society," he explained. Tory officials 
said later that Mr Major hopes to 
wrong-foot Mr Blair by challenging 
him to match his tough rhetoric and 
help to get the forthcoming Crimi- 
nal Justice Bill through Parliament 
on a fasttrack, 

The shadow chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, led a counter-attack against 
what he called the smears, dirty 
iricks and spurious accusations 
which will come from “the Tory lie 


proposed 


LANS for a tax on graduates 

to recoup part of the cost of 
student maintenance and tuition 
are being prepared amid ght 
security on both Conservative 
and Labour front benches for 
publication in a few months, 
writes John Carvel. 

The proposal breaches (he 
principle that students are not 
charged fees for a firat degree 
and runs counter to the fashion 
for cutting taxes rather than in- 
venting them. 

Under the “Income-contin- 
gent” loan scheme, part of the 
cost of higher education wauld 
be transferred to the undergrad- 
uate and funded by a more gen- 
erous student loan, repayable 
through tax or national insur- 
ance after the student graduated 
and waa earning enough to 
afford the monthly installments. 
® The Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals this 
week circulated plans to charge 
anı emergency £300 levy on first 
year undergraduates unlesa the 
Government pledges to reverse 
the latest round of higher educa- 
tion apending cuts. 

The committee was to decide 
on Friday whether to tell minis- 
ters that the levy will be Imposed 
1n September 1997 unless the 
Government agrees to introduce 

an incame-contingent loan 
scheme before 2000. 


Education emerges as a key vote-winner 


them in a national one-day stoppage. 

Mr Bialr took a lıigh-risk decision 
to resume his attacks on education 
in the wake of the Harman furore. 
He called the results “appalling” and 
an indictment of government 
policies. 

“These are children born under a 
Conservative government, sent to 
school under a Conservative gov- 
ernment, educated under a Conser- 
vative government. The failure is 
not their’s but the Conservative gov- 
ernments.” 

Mr Major hit back with his sec- 
ond powerful performance of last 
week: “If it is the Conservative gov- 
ernment that has failed, perhaps 
you can explain why some of your 
friends remove their children from 
Labour education authorities and 
have therm educated in Conserva- 
tive ones?" 

Tory MPs believe they have 
Labour leaders on the run onı a sym- 
bolic issue and promised a cam- 


, another’ hypocrisy over crime, 


year; a8 lecburers .callëéd' ûn, tie; 
vicêrchancellors and, students to join 


| ır5s SELECTION, 
JOHN, BUT NOT 
AS WE KNOW IF! 


Later in the week, Government 
plans to give nursery vouchers for 
every four-yearold were called into 
question by an Audit Comnission 
report warning of a black market 
developing as £750 million in 
coupons pass from hundreds of 
thousands of parents to 40,000 pre« 
school establishments. 

It raised doubts about whether 
legislation to promote a more com” 
` petitive preschool market could 
achieve the Government's aim of in- 
creasing nursery provision. 

Meanwhile, Gillian Shephard, the 
Education and Employment Secre- 
tary, announced dismal results from 
the first national tests of 11-year- 
olds, showing more than half failing 
to reach the. expected staidard in 
English and maths. She acknowl- 
edged the performance was disap- 
pointing and told primary ‘schools 
they must do better, ا‎ 

And the universities tried'to come 
to terms with a £500 million funding 
cut over the next three! acaderiic 


goodwill’ In an impasslone: appeal. 


Teaclıers were quick to criticise 
Tony Blnir's “halfbaked” ideas [or 
fast-irack schooling for bright 
pupils, saying they would create big 
problems for sclıools. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general secre- 
tary of the National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of Women 
Teachers, said fast-tracking might 
be appropriate for a few individuals 
but produced huge organisational 
problems for schools. Results had 
proved disappointing in the past, 
and children were too immature 
when they reached the sixth form, 

Labour rebutted jibes from the 
deputy prime minister, ٠ Michael 
Heseltine, in the Corımons on Mon- 
day that his plans were “accelerated 
hypocrisy" and that Mr Blair had 
changed his mind about streaming 
children. 

Twice last week, the two party 
leaders were engaged in a head-to- 
head clash on education in the Com- 
mons which saw the Prime Minister 
winning ecstatic backbench praise 
for worsting the Opposition leader 
over double standards, but left Mr 
Blair convinced that educational op- 
portunities for all remains a key 
Labour vote-winner. 

Grounds for Labour confidence, 
despite the roasting it suffered over 
Harriet Harman's choice of a selec- 
tive grammar school for her son — 
“the toughest week I have had since 
.becoming leader,” Mr Blair said — 
came on several fronts as ministers 
took a policy beating. 

The political career of the shadow 
‘health secretary, Ms Harman, ap- 

peared to have been salvaged by the 
'Î end of the week. But this was only 
after she gave a belated apology to 
her colleagues, and Mr Blair had ex- 
ıpended’ considerable ° reserves of 


‘tO His party to pull together, .'". 


Guardian Reporters 


ARTY LEADERS have clıosen 
eclucation as tlıeir maîn balile- 
ground as the currenl plıoney 


election campaign intensifies. 


John Major and Tony Blair are 
gearing up for a prolonged battle 
over Brilain’'s increasingly troubled 
education system afler Labour's 
controversy over selective grammar 
schools and the Governntent's flag- 
ship policies for toddlers, school 
children and college students all 


came under sustained assault. 


This week Mir Blair soughl to re- 
gain control ofthe debate by promis- 
ing reforms designed to ensure 
bright studenis can forge ahead 


within a comprehensive system. 


He argued that bright children 
within comprehensives should be 
allowed to be taught in classrooms 
with older children. “Today we need 
a system where students forge 
ahead in areas of strength, breaking 
down the traditional equation of 


ages and stages.” 


The proposals are a rejection of 
what he describes as “the lraditional 
factory model of education" in 
which all children “are assumed to 
proceed at broadly similar speed in 


every subject". 


In a apeech at Southwark Cathe- 
dral in south London to mark the 
tenth auniversary of the churches’ 
Faith In The City report, he pro- 
posed extra help for failing inner 
city sclıools by twining them with 
more successful schools, and by 
making experience inı sink schools a 
condition of swift promotion for 


teachers. 


At the same tinıe,. Mr Blair 
sought to reassure advocates of 
comprehensive education by insist 


ing that there would be no return 
the 11 plus. : . E 
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Le Pen’s 


face of hatred 


Immigrants are suffering in the National Front's French 
bastion as a personallty cult surrounding its leader 
lures more votes. Adam Sage reports from Toulon 
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Another hurdle put in 
the way of Irish peace 


fluence the course or the outcome 
of allparty negotiations” and finally 
to abide by the outcome of those 
talks or to use purely peaceful 
means in trying to alter them 
amounts to an implicit but crucial 
acceptance of the principle of con- 


ANIEL HALTER leant onı his 

flower stall! in the southern 

French town of Toulon, spit- 
ting racial hatred. “The Arabs are 
everywhere,” he said. “They are in- 
vading us and they are bringing 
drugs and crime with them.” 

Mr Halter may be prejudiced and 
unpleasant but last weekend he felt 
vintlicated. Four days earlier, he 
learned that his application for a coun- 
cil flat would be given priorily treat- 
ıment, ahead of the Muslims he hates. 

The reason? He is a beneficiary 
of the open discrimination practised 
by the ultra-right National Front 
(NF), which won control of Toulon 
— a city the size of Porlsmouth — 
in a landmark victory İn last June's 
municipal elections. 

Promising to implement the ideas 


Since then, the extremist move- 
ment seems to have progressed 
even further amid mounting frustra- 
tion at the failure of the Gaullist 
president, Jacques Chirac, to re- 
duce the unemployment total of 
almost 3 nuillion. In a recent by- 
election, the NF score more than 
40 per’ cent. And an opinion poli last 
week suggested that, across the 
country, its support conlinues to 
grow and thal, if legislative elections 
were hell, it would get a higher 
share of the vote than it has before. 

f so, Toulon is likely to be in the 
vanguard of a national iIrend. Or so 
Franck Giletii believes. Sitting in his 
first-floor office at the mairie, not 
far fom the harbour round which 
the Mediterranean city has grown, 
le offers the modern face of the 


: RE E 
Catching them yoring « . . Franck Gilettl, elected to Toulon 
posters for the National Front’s youth wing 


council at the age of 22, helps to put up 
PFHOTCGRAPH. ALINE VAFI DER STEGER 


selves. Are they on (le side of [Israel 
ar on France? In the case of a con- 
flict with Israel, whose side would 
they be ün?" 

Across the corridor, Jean Moura 


teenager with a permanent smile, 
sald: “ is as though the Fronts vic- 
tory has liberated racism. Take the 
national police. Even though they 


His comments may sound rlis- 
tasteful bul lhey ire effective, The 
personality cult the NF has built 
around him continues to grow. Pro- 


sent. If Sinn Fein, and the IRA, ac 
cept, then John Major's orlginal 
question — “is the ceasefire perma 
nent?"— lıags been answered, 

The report's rejection of Mr 
Major's demand for anı arms gesture 
on weapons before talks was being 
played to maximum effect by Sinn 
Fein — before the election route 
was unveiled. That is hardly surpris- 
ing. People who have taken enor 
mous personal risks for peace need 
to show that it is paying dividends, 
English politicians have short mem 
ories when it comes to Ireland. Was 
it really only a year ago that the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, solemnly told a 
group of sixth-formers in Hamp 
stead, north London, that the Gor 
ernmenl must support the Sim 


are not meant lo be under the couri- 
cil's control, they have changed. At 
the moment, I get stopped and 
Searched three or four times a day. 
They insult us, saying that we are 
dirty Arabs and that Hitlers work 
has to be finished, and things lilke 
that. That sort of thing sometimes 
lıappenicd before, but never to 1lıis 
€exlent. Among ordinary Toulon- 
nais, the atmosphere has also 
changed. It is ınuch worse,” 

If Mr Halter is anything to go by, 
Bechir is right. Walking round his 


pagantla tricks, such as a carteon 
that portrays him as a war hero, a vi- 
slonary and the saviour of his tia- 
tion, appear oullandish, Yet they are 
lapped up by more and mnre people 
who feel ignored by complex, teclı- 
nical solutions proposed by anther 
pariies. 

Carrie away by lis enlmusiasın. 
Le Pen claimed that his novemenl 
was now France's second political 
force, behind lhe Gaullists. It was anı 
exaggeration. Unless hı: can be 
stoppecdl, however, il may one clay 


pruve correct. 
But how to slop hin? According 
to Claude Ardid, a journalist ancl au- 


stall in the central market that runs 
through Toulon, Mir Halter prefaced 
his ant-Muslin diatribe with the 


surprising declaration that he was a 
“socialist”. 

"There is no contradiction,” he 
said. "It is the Arabs who are racist. 
They are anti-French. They do not 
want to integrate into the French 
way of life." 

He was speaking on Thursday 
last week. A Jay later, in Paris, Mr 
Le Pen used his first press confer- 
ence of 1995 to say much the same 
thing. though In rather more subtle 
terms, Repeating what lıas become 
the NF mantra of “unemployment, 
immigration and insecurity", he de- 
nounced the “thousands of young 
people recrulted into gangs, ethnic 


thor, Toulon offers an important 
case study, With an unemployment 
rale of 18 per cent, well above the 
national average, with the previous 
council enmeshec! in corruption 
scandals, and with the mainstream 
parties hopelessly divided, tlie city 
provided fertile ground for Mir Le 
Pen's acolytes, he said. - 

Playing on racism and fear of 
crime, the NF was able to present it- 
self as the only viable alternative, 

Bechir said: “There are a lot of 
racists ard quite a few idiots here, 
But if the other councillors had 
done their jobs properly, the NF 
would never ‘have got through.” 
— The Observer 


° | representation from the rigbt- 
wing Natlonal Front. .. . 
` ‘She has exploited her glam- 
orotıs image as a mode], televi- 
sion actress and student at the 
Sorbonne to attract young 
recruits to the anti-abortion 
movement, and she regularly 
: takes part in radlo and television 
ı ‘debates ori abortioi, ۰ - - : 
In Versailles she recalled that 
sahe had been given suspended 
jail seutences for four separate - 
protests in hoşpitala that carry 
out about 180,000.nbortlons 
“tis tlme people took a 
responsible attltude to sex," 
she said.“Men are cowards - 
and abortions lower-the status 
of women. They have lost the. 
right to be mothers.” She added; 
“I am-not'belng uaed politically, 
Tam filghûng for my own : ` 
opmiong.".':..*%4 pai. 
. SHeadmitted that the inove-. -. 
e had strong reactionary ` ı:. 
elements, inciudingVichyişts '::. 
and Pétainiats, but denled that 1t 
was'mahipulated by the fat right. 


Noelia Garcia: her imigé appeals 
to young recrults.. . 


tants are either middle-agad or’. 
corne the most eaaily'rèecûgnised: 


spPökeswomanı of tiie 1Š:agspda-: 
tions inyolved inthe comriando. 


1 gangs" in poor urbãn areas. 


.retirêd, Ms.Garcia at 21 has he-. 


¦ raids, two af which have strong 


was careful not to venture on to 
such sensitive territory. Also a 
councillor, he is a retired headlmas- 
ter whose manners and courtesy 
sınack of a bygone age. If he is 
racist, he rloes not show it. 

Like many of the party's follow- 
ers, especially in southern France, 
he was born in Algeria and has bit- 
ier memories of the independence 
war that led to the messy process of 
decolonisation. He is a nıember of 
the NF because hie believes it 
stands for values that disappeared 
with the empire — auihurity, disci 
pline and a strong state. 

“Those of ıs wlio lived in Algerla 
had a love of France that many 
Frenclı people no longer have,” he 
sald. “I am not an extremist.” But 
the council's new "information" bul- 
letin scarcely supports his claim to 
moderation. 

Vitriolic in content, a recent issue 
ridiculed opposition councillors ay 
"liars who treat the Toıılonnais as 
imbeciles”, and described the cele- 
brated communist poet, Louis 
Aragon, as "an old collaborator who 
died senile in his bed”, 

For the North Africans who make 
up most of the city’s immigrant pop- 
ulation, such talk is worrying, 

Bechir, a tall, soft-spoken 


commando were given fouır- 
month sentencea. 
. In Versailles, both sides com. 

plained about the inconsistency 
of sentencing, which has ranged 
from the severity ofthe. . 
Valenciennes judgment to a: 
Paris court which passes light 
sentences on the recommenda. : 
tlon of the state advocate- 
general, who represents the 
jusdce ministry, . . - و‎ 

After five years of violent cam- 
paigne, often involving. priests . - 
and nuns, the mostcommon 
penalty-ia a èuapended. prison 
sentênce, such as that passed on 
Noelia Gatcia.laët month at: 
Maçon in. Burgundy. ı1  , 

Nis Garcia was also fined.  . 
$1,900. The.case uiderlined . : 
her role:a4 tlie emotiodal force of 
a movement which has sucedssr. + 
fully lobbied for thie.cloaure of 
family planning clihies in north. ' 
ern ce, ا‎ 


0 Given that radst of thi mili ' 


ultra-right. Earnest, elegant and ar- 
ticulate, dressed in a smart blue 
shirt and red tie, he appears far re- 
moved front the skinheacls associ- 
ated with the NF in Britain. 

Elected to the council last June a1 
the age of 22, Mr Giletli uses 
phrases thal at first seem banal, 
concentrating an the need to "give a 
Proveuçal soul back to Toulon", to 
“restore the city centre” and to “re- 
duce the council's lebi”, 

Question hinı further, however, 
and another language emerges — a 
language that is altogether Jess 
reassuring. Giving a soul to Toulon 
nıeans: “We will take care that a cer- 
tain immigrant population does not 
install itself in the market, After all, 
tom-toms (lo not have anything to 
do with Provençe." And if the city 
centre needs to be renovated, it is 
because “you can see more Cous- 
cous restaurants than traditional 
shops", 

If his instincts against Muslims 
are barely disguised, he İs far more 
guarded on the subject of Jews, His 
comments, however, are revealing. 

“We are not more antiSemitic 
than anyone else," he said. “But we 
ask certain questions. With certain 
people in France, we do not know 


| really where they - position them- 


Riot police halt clash over abortion issue . 


to enforce atlff sentences on the 
movement's activists in confor- 
mity with a 1993 Socialiat law 
against hindering abortions has 
added to the suspicion that the 
Gaullist-led government is wary 
of upsetting a sector of its poten- 
tial electorate, and is siding with 
the anti-abortion lobby... . . 
Last week President Jacques. 
Chirac voiced public support for 
large families as he presented an 
award to a mother of 10. ٠ 
Some judges and public 
prosecutots have called for 
leniency towards the antl- 
abortion commandos — usually. 
led by doctors — whose. - 
members chaln themselves to - 
equipment in opeiating theatres 
to disrupt surgery. -’ +, i, -. 
Other.courts,-howêver, have 
passed stiff sentences, riotably;’ 
in Valenciennes, where last week 
an assistant hospital director, : : 
Xavier Dousseati; was: jailed for: 


| ninemontkis. Merabêrs of his’ -: 


of its demagogic but increasingly 
popular leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
the party said French nationals 
among the 160,000 population 
would be favoured over immigrants. 

As the first concrete effects of 
this programme — dubbed “ng. 
tional preference” — start to appear, 
Mr Halter, aged 46, is jubilant. “I 
wrote to the mayor on January 12 
and I got a positive letter back 
within a fortnight. I1 was never like 
this before,” he said. 

Bechir has also noticed the 
change, though he is far from jubi- 
tant, Like Mr Halter, his Tunisian- 
born parents recently applied for a 
council home. Unlike Mr Halter, 
they stand little chance. “They told 
us they could find nothing for us,” 
Bechir, aged 18, said. “It is obvious 
that, as soon as they see our names, 
our dossier will be pushed to the 
bottoın of the pile." 

To a growing number of voters 
such policies appear attractive, 
Benefiting from widespread disillu- 
sion with mainstream leaders, Mr 
le Pen polled more than 15 per cent 
in the presidential election last year. 
His success was followed by the 

Fs victory in Toulon, as well as 
two other big cities in the south, 
Orange and Marignane. 


Paul Webster in Paris 


IOT police intervened to stop 

R fighting between supporters 

and opponenta of abortion in 

alles during protests at the 

Weekend that took place agalnst 
background of a political 

and judicial split over the appli- 

e of the 1975 law legalising 

on. 


The anticabortionists had gathı- 

fred in Versailles as lane 

OS;Petits appealed in ù local 
Court against suspended jail 
Sentences imposed for a raid on 
& clinic last year, one of dozens 
fj commando raida in the last 

ars. 

ju yeı 2 The court deferred 


Supporters of abortlon claim. 
€ opposition movement,. 
8 support amo: 
Trench cardinals, hag ا‎ a. 
forua of extileme rightwing activ- 
Y led by the Natlonal Front, <: 
Teluctance of some courts 


Fein president, Gerry Adams, to 
prevent him being replaced by a 
hardliner and “taking a long walk 
un a short plank"? 

AÃll-party talks have taken on 4 
totemic symbolism for Mr Adams 
and his culleagues at the head of the 
republican muvement. It was for 
this that the IRA called its ceasefire. 
By entering talks “without precondi 
tions” and sitting down “with all the 
parties on this island” it will have 
fulfilled u crucially important iter 
on ifs agenda. Republicans need. 


never again fear being marginalised 
or deınonised. 


EVENTEEN months hate 

elapsed. Church leaders ofall 

denominations — so often 
the moderating balm in Norther 
Ireland —~ are becoming 
about the time which has gone ÙY 
witli so little to show. 

The Mitchell trio further helped 
Mr Adams by stressing in thf 
comıments that there is no question 
of ا 0 ج‎ ls must bê 
laken by all sides. In ii 
republicans can walk with clignity 0 
ihe Inble 1o join their polities 
enemies. 

But even before they sit dom his 
evident lo an objective 0 
Sinn Fein can expect 
those talks. The “historic comp 
mıise” presaged by the IRAs Aug 
1494 ceagefire annou 
eventually lead to a new Norther 
Ireland power-sharing Tik. 
strong institutional nı 
but no diminution of the provinces 
status within the United, Kingdon 
until a majority of its cjtizens ‘ 
choose. : 

The report suggests that s0 
decomnıissioning might take fie 
during the course of all-party 1 
a compromise between the GOY 1 
ments “weapons first” ر‎ ie | 
Fein's “weapons last". None of | 


f 
the actual handover of weap 
the principles which take an 4% 
the roots of o r Mr 
theology, wou 
Adams to sell to his movement 7% |: 
itlles in the realms of poasibilily : 

It is time for the Prime Min 
to submit the Unionist leaden de) |: 
Trimble, to even .a fraclon h.g, 
pressure that Mr Adams: o 
dured for the pist. 1wo: e "jy 
persuade Unionists that no 
time to talk. ° . 1 ® 


David Sharrock 


URING the height of the first 
D Home Rule campaign, which 

began more than a century 
ago, it was said lhat good English 
politics nake bad Irish polilics. Last 
week John Major gave us the perfect 
illustration that history has a habit of 
repeating itself, and managed to in- 
sult an eminent panel of interna- 
tional figures into tlıe bargain. 

In Dublin last week there were no 
post-Mitchell parties, as might have 
been expected in the few hours be- 
tween publication of the report of 
the international body on arms de- 
commissioning and Mr Major's 
statement to the Commons, when 
the storm clouds that are normally 
gathered on Ulster’s horizon briefly 
lifted. The mood instead was of 
anger, gloom and not a little despair. 
"Major's just told the Provos: ‘Right, 
yuu've just completed the hurdle 
race laci, now please can you do it 
again, only backwards this time,” 
said a senior government source, 

From Sinn Fein there was the 
most ominous sound of all. Silence. 
This from a party whose spokes- 
people have become used to domi- 
nating the headlines, always armed 
with a rapid response to the ialest 
political twist And from Gencral 
John de Chastelain the reaction was 
the most diplomatically expressed 
“surprise” at Mr Major's reaction (o 
the report on which he, recently ıe- 
tired as Chief of Canadian Defence 
Staff, the former Finnish prime ınin- 
ister, Harri Holkeri, and President 
Clinton's special envoy, Georye 
Mitchell, have laboured so hard Jor 
five weeks, 

Mr Major stunned [Irish opinion 
by extracting from the report's 
penultimate page a new precondition 
to bringing Sinn Fein into all-parly 
talks. The Mitchell coımnuission‘s 
vlew was that an “elective prucuss 
could contribute to the building of 
confidence". Mr Major translaled 
this into a preparedness on his part 
to urgently bring forward legislation 
for elections. 

‘There are now two roads to all- 
party talks, A start to decomınls 
slioning — which the Mitchell 
commisslon concluded will not hayr 
pen — or elections to a bacly or as 
sembly, the shape of which remains 
undefined. No mention of any uf the 
other sensible proposals thal the 
commission came up with to move 
everybody towards negotiation and 
trust, Within hours of ils reports 
being published, it seemed that Mr 
Major had consigned all but one of 
its paragraphs to the dustbin. 

In spite of Mr Major's discour- 
tesy, it İs worth taking the time to 
reflect on what the Mitchell report 
offered, It is imbued with compro- 
mise — the very spirit in which the 
IRA leadership called its ceasefire 
almost a year and a half ago, a devel- 
opment which they said was de- 
signed “to enhance the democratic 
process”. By setting out six princi- 
ples as a demacratic test which the 
parties must pass, the Mitchell re- 
port haa brought the question that 
lay belıiind the weapons issue full 
circle. ر ا وک و‎ 

Affirming a “total and absolute 
commitment” to “democratic and 
exclusively peaceful means”, “to re- 


nounce for themselves, and to op- . 


pose any:effort by others, to. use 


force, or threaten.to use force, to rr | 


ETT 


cludes thoae who endorse atrocities without phyai- 
cal participation. Yet the Nato allies also need Mr 
Milosevic and Mr Tudjmar in implementing the 
Dayton agreement, where war crimes are only one 
aspect of a much broader whole. 

The Nato military are aiso frustrating Judge 
Goldatone's task. His investigators are recelving 
little help in thelr attempta to prevent the grizzly 
evidence of mass graves from being destroyed be- 
fore the full facts can be established. The military 
commanders are even more opposed to involve- 
ment in the arreat of suspects, They assert that 
I-For’s identification with the tribunal would be 
courting reprisals and unnecessary danger for 
their soldiers. However, the war crimes process is 
too important to be thwarted. Nato governments 
muat give more decisive backing to Judge 
Goldstone. It is as wrong now as it was in 1945 to 
contend that scarce resources are better devoted 
to rebuilding shattered countries than to raking 
over the past. After 1945, wat crimes trials and 
the exposure of individual mass murderers were 
vital to the healing proceas in Europe. The same 
applies to Bosnia, and to Croatia, today. The tri- 
bunal deserves the support of all who profeaa to 
seek peace and atability in the Balkans. 


The wrong arm 
of the law 


ICHAEL HOWAEFD is angry with Labour for 

opposing Conservative criminal justice poll- 
clea. And so is the Prime Minister, But why? The 
person who has done more to tear up Conservative 
law and order policies is not Tony Blair — nor Jack 
Straw — but Mr Howard himself. It was he, not 
Labour, who reversed the bipartisan policies 
palnstakingly put together by a succession of 
Conservative home secretaries. The two main par- 
tiea had reached a hidden consensus, which in- 
volved more emphasis on crime preventlon, 
support for victima, cxtra probation officers, more 
supervision and non-custodial programmes as 
well as prison. It was one of Mr Howard's 
Conservative predecessors, the hardline David 
Waddington, who reluctantly concluded that 
prison was “an expensive way of meking bad peo- 
ple worse”. It was Mr Howard who tore up the 
policies set out in the Waddington/Hurd white 


paper. 

Breaking with his five predecessors, Mr Howard 
decided “prisori works”. Moreover, he fatuously 
believes the key to crime control is legislation. 
Hence his anger an Monday at Labour's amend- 
ment to various bills and his cagerness to produce 
a atring of his own Acts, If he would only listen to 
Lord Justice Rose, who spoke last year to a Home 
Office sponsored conference, wryly noting that in 
the 6O years up to 1985 there were six criminal 
justice acts but since 1986 there have been six 
more, Crime ia not controlled by legislation as the 
statlatics demonstrate, Mr Howard is right to say 
the officlal crime statistics have fallen by 5 per 
cent for two successive ycar's; what he falls to note 
is the record rica of 13, 18 and 11 per cent in the 
three preceding years. Just to ellminate these in- 
creases — an extra 1.7 million crimes — would 
take another six years at the current rate. 

‘The serious speech on crime on Monday was de- 
livered not by the Prime Minister but by the 
Leader of the Opposition. The roots of crime — as 
the Governments own researchers noted laat 
month — are deep, and directly connected to the 
economic and social conditions of the country. In 
hia speech celebrating the tenth anniversary of 
Faith in the City, the report of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Special Commission on Urban 
Priority Areas, Tony Blair was right to repeat its 
earlier warnings and set out how the social and 
economic inequalities of a decade ago bave 
widened. Crime is not solved by criminal justice 
Acts but, as Faith in the City argued, by an acroas- 
the-board push on unemployment, houaing, edu- 
catlon, community development and crime. Ali are 
important, but Mr Bialr was right to spend most 
time on education, the crucial ladder for.people 
wanting to escape from inner city deprivation.’ - - 

Like Falth in the City, the Blair sermon la likely to 
fall on denf Tory ears. Ministers seem to bave only 
ore crime objective: labelling Labour as the villaln’s 
friend, But it won't wash with’ the electorate, The 
polls still show the public have much more confi- 
„dence in Labour's crime control policies than the 
Government's. And Gallup has shown the public la 
genuinely alarmed that Conservative goclal policles 
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Adieu to Mioruroa 
and nuclear tests 


AVING exploded what may possibly be the last 

in ita current serlea of nuclear testa at 
Moruroa at the weekend, France should now atick 
to its word and turn its attention to banning them. 
Outlawing nuclear testa has been on the interna- 
tional agenda for four decades but little progress 
has been made since Kennedy and Khrushchev 
failed to do a deal back in 1963. Yet, if the political 
‘| will ia there, the 1996 session of the Conference 
on Disarmament, now getting down to brass tacks 
in Geneva, should still be the forum for finally 
achieving a comprehenaive test ban treaty. The 
algns are certainly more promising than ever be- 
fore: France and the US, followed by Britain, have 
declared themselves ready to accept what the sci 
entlata call “zero-yield” testing, forgoing the 
Nevada desert and Pacific atolls for the computer 
girmulatiorı techniques they need to maintain their 
arsenals. Russia, obaerving a testing moratorium, 
ls expected to follow sult. 

China, with less advanced weapons than other 
members of the nuclear club, is the next problem. 
Its continued insistence on “peaceful nuclear 
explosions”, ostensibly for civil engineering pur- 
poses, may be tactical, But Beijing's current trucu- 
lence ia worrying and no one will relax in Geneva 
until it too has come on board. The timing of one of 
its two tests last year — just days after pledging 
“utmost restraint” during negotiations on the in- 
definite extenslon of the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty — was deliberate nose-thumbing. 

Outside the club aome countries are bridling at 
the nuclear powers’ attempt to pursue the teat ban 
without making concesslons on disarmament. Indla, 
has linked progress on a global treaty to negotia- 
tons thin year on ellminating all nuclear weapons 
within a specifled time. Yet as a “threshold state”, 
along with Pakistan and Israel, that wishes to main- 
tain ita capability to manufacture weapons, its posi- 
ton may be more about bargalnsş than principles. 

The US and Britain insist there should be no 
linkage between the treaty and future moves oiı nlı- 
clear disarmament. “Holding one Important goal 
hostage for another is a sure way to fall at both,” 

conference delegates were told last week by John 
Holum, director of tte US Arma Control and 
Disarmament Agency. Incremental progress in 
such a high-risk area is a sensible way to proceed. 
But aince no one pretends that a test ban treaty will 
in itself eliminate rucfear weapons, some signal 
ahould be given of readiness to move further. 
Australia is trying to brldge gaps in Geneva while 
its own Canberra commission of international nu- 
clear experta is sending out the simple but com- 
pelling message: disarmament cannot wait for ever. 


Keeping war 
crimes in focus 


IGHTLY, the Unlted States is trying to deter 

European Union countries from normalising 
relations with Belgrade, Diplomatic recognitlon of 
the rump Tugoalav Federation of Serbia and 
Montenegro would be a significant step towards the 
restoration of internationalk legitimacy to President 
Milosevic, But even though EU foreign ministers on 
Monday decided to postpone recognitlon, thelr timm- 
ing depends on normalisation between Serbia and 
Macedonia, and will go ahead despite US reserva- 
tlons. This is a false tactic. Recognition would de- 
prive Nato countries of a valuable lever to secure 
compliance by Belgrade with the Dayton agree- 
ment’a provisions for the pursuit of war criminals, 
Diplomatic recognition would alao make 1t still leas 


likely that Mr Milosevic himself could ever be in-- 


dicted for war crimes. . 

Judge Goldstone, the chief prosecutor for the 
International Tribunal a E 1 2 
Yugoslavia, is comaplaini: t Bel le is - 
holding all co-operalon 1 the search for war crim- 
nals. The judge has been aimilarly frustrated in 
Zagreb, where President Tudjmah is equally reluc- 
tant to arrest war criminals and ia ignoring. US 
preasure to act. But by ıo means all the blame for 
Judge Goldstone’s lack: of progress lied with the 
Serbian and Croatian leadership. Nato ' govern- 
ments themselvea have failed to „give the tribunal 
the prlorlty it deserves. Admittedly, they face a 
dilemma, President Clinton haa: proclalmed that 


“no one igs exempt” from investgptlon, and thatin- | will perpetuate “high levels of lawlessnesa”, 


Bill Upsets 


was Samper's campaign treasurer 


and is under arrest for his admitted 
Cipation in receiving and deliv; Rus S lans 
ering .millions of dollars in drug 2 
1994 presidential | Lee Hockatader In Moscow 
campaign. In an interview with 
CNN's Spanish-language service, / VERICAN media events 
Medîna also said several other ge- tend not to get much notice 


nior members of Samper's, cam- 
palgn were involved in procuring 
dirty money, 


in Russla. John Wayne Bobbitt 
was uever a household name in 


Moscow. The Million Man March 
Medina said thal a woman sent Î was greeted with a shrug. Even 
by Cali cartel leaders met wîth San” | OJ, failed to register, 
per when the president stopped in But when the U.S. Treasury 
Quito, Ecuador, on September 4, 


Departnent sald It would intro- 
duce a redesigned § 100 bill, the 
announcement created a storn) 
here, Millions of Russians aud- 
denly got very nervous. 

After all, if there's anywhere in 
the world where the dollar ig still 
almighty, it'a Russia. More than 
$100 million comes into the 
country each day, and there is 
something in the order of $20 
billion in greenbacks in clreul- 
tion, more than any country onl- 
gide tle United States itself, That 
comes to $ 400 far every family 
in Russia, probably as much or 
more than the valuc of Russian 
rubles in circulation. 

And 8Û percent of it is in 
$ LOO bills. Urban #randtmothers 
save C-notes to safeguard their 
retirements, Slick New Russiinn 
in Moscow peel (hem from Tal 
wads to pay for dinner, ıı spurs 
Car ar a ncw dacha in the cuun- 
try. Mafia dons carry Û.S, hun- 
direda around in attache casas. 
And whoever can manage to be 
paid his salary in dollars, docs. 

Now, with the introductlon of 
the new hundreds just weeks 
away, Russians have a serious 
case of the jittera, Condilonedl 
by repeated ruble “reforma” 
over the years — tlıe moat recent 
in 1983, when people were told 
suddenly that their older notes 


1995. Medina said he had given tlıe 
prosecutor general's oftlce a copy of 
the hotel registry showing a woman 
named Maria Teresa Arias mel wilh 
Samper at 7:35 a.m. antl lefi 25 min- 
utes later. Arias, in an interview 
with a local TV progranı, said she 
had nıet tlie president at the tine 
and place stated, but deniecl any ties 
to the Cali cartel, 

Meclina also said he had turnecl 
over documents showing Samper 
was the presitlent of a bank, Banco 
dle los Trabajaclores, in 1984, when 
tte bank's chief slınrehotlers were 
brothers Miguel and Gilberto Ru- 
driguez Orejuela, leaclers of lle Cali 
cartel, Samper has maintainerl he 
never met the brutlıers. 


lion nore. ‘To Supplement the 


lon administration will offer about 


Ejup Ganic, Bosnia vice presi- 


on the region, can have no military | had to be traded in imınedlately 
role in Bosnia, — Russlans are afrald their 

“We said, ‘Fine, no Iranians,’ " he $100 bills too wlll tose their 
said. “And the Iranians were also value. 


“People are ali stirred up. 
They're calling like crazy," said 


Turks, a U.S, official said the Clin- 


$220,000 for international niilitary 
exclıanges to the United States (his 
year. The U.S. government has also 
recommended thai the Bosnian 
arıny use retired American military 
officers in addition to the Turks. 


dent, acknowledged that one of the 
conditions the United States is jan. 
posing is that Iran, which supplied 
weapons to Bosnia during the war in 
violation of the U.N, arms embargo 


smart They are leaving without any 
problenıs.” 


Che Washington Post 


s Threaten Colombian Leader 


his possible resignation — who 


| would succeed him. The cortstitu- 
tion calls for the vice president to a | parti 


sume office, and the great majority 


of the growing number of leading money during the 


political figures calling for Samper’ 
resignation favor that outcome. But 
Vice President 
Calle and Samper are political ene- 
mies and are not even on speaking 
terms, and Samper has said de la 
Calle could not succeed him. 

In a television interview, Samper 
said that de la Calle's fate should be 
the same as the president's, because 
‘we were elected in the same cam- 
Palgn, with the same money .,, 
Like marriage, it is a unlon that car 
uot be dissolved." 

‘The presiclent's people said lıe 
was willing to work on thal point,” 
sald a source fanıiliar with tlıe ongo- 
ing talks. “It is a tine for negotia- 
tion, and lıe does not have any cards 
Jeft. It is not a done dleal, but at least 
lalks have started." 

But the source sail Sanıper’s en- 
Vvoys were adamanl that any deal on 
a resignation must guarantee that 
he not face arrest or triminal 

charges, 

The charge thal Ihe president 
met with an envoy of the cartel 
came [ronı Santiago Melina, who 


Late last year, the Pentagon took 


j Bosnian army was a response to 
pressure from the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate. in endorsing the dis- 
patch of U.S. troops to Bosnia last 
month as part of the NATO-Jed 
force of 60,000 soldiers, the Senate 
demanded that the Clinton adminis. 
tration lead an international effort to 
help the government army match 
its enemies, the formidably armed 
Bosnian Serbs. 


the first concrete steps in the pro- 
gram by paying the Institute for De. 
fense Analyses close to $400,000 to 
assess the military capabilities of 
the Bosnian government forces. 
The study, which remains classified, 
concluded that the Bosnian army’s 
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Drug Claim 


RESIDENT Ernesto Sam- 

per, facing new accusations 

that he not only recelved 

drug money from Cali cartel lead- 

| ers but met with their emissary 

while president, last week allowed 

senior officials to begin overtures 

for a deal that could allow him to 

resign without facing criminal 

charges, according to knowledge- 
able sources. 

The president suffered yet ar- 
other blow when a senior general 
resigned. General Ricardo Clfuen- 
tes, in A brief statement, said he 
could no longer serve in a gOvern- 
ment that was “dishonest” Since 
the crisis exploded last month, 
when the former defeııse minisler, 
Fernando Botero, charged that 
Samper knowingly took drug 
money, the president has gone out 
of his way to court the military, The 
armed forces, while not clirectly 
participating in politics here, remain 
very influential. 

In a communique issued last 
week, Samper denied the new 
reed, calling them “libelous” and 
“vile.” 


Ernesto Samper: Branded the 
accusations as ‘vile’ 


following day. He has vowed not to 
resign, but reportedly allowed two 
of his senior officials to talk io some 
of the nation's leading opposilion 
politicians who are demanding his 
resignation. 

Sources said Samper’ appeared to 
be becoming more flexible on what 
has emerged as one of the biggest 
points of contention surrnundling 


Saınper and his closest aides held 
a series of meetings throughout the 


U.S. Trains Troops With Links to Iran 


America is committed to aid Bosnia's army despite its 
Islamist ties, writes John Pomfret in Zenica 


i OFFICE of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Dzemal Merdan is an or- 
nate affair, equipped with an 
elaborately carved wooden gazebo 
ringed with red velvet couches and 
slippers for his guests, A sheepskin 
Prayer mat ties in the corner, point- 
ing toward Mecca. 

The most striking thing in the 
chamber is a large flag. It is not the 
flag of Bosnia, but of Iran. 

Pinned with a button of the Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Iran's 
lete [slamic leader, the flag accupies 
pride of place in Merdan's digs. 
Next to it hangs another pennant, 


“This is a good beginning," he 
said the other day, leaning against 
one of {he sumphıous sofas as tlıree 
of the six applicants fidgeted nearby. 
“We are expecling a lot more.” 

But Merdan, Western sources 
say, also has another job — as liai. 
son with foreign Islamic fighters 
here since 1992 and promoter of the 
Islamic falth among Bosnia’ re- 
cruits. Sources identified Merdan 
as being instrumental in the cre- 

ation of a brigade of Bosnian sol 
diers, the 7th Muslim Brigade, that 
is heavily influenced by Islam and 


Even if the Iranîans &oû, the | Serge! Yegorov, president of the 
trained by flzhters from Iran's Revo- leaders are competent, a contention | American-lecl program faces other Î Association of Russian Banka, 
that of the Democratic Action Party, | lutionary Guards, He has also Î that drew shrleks of derision from Î difficulties because it actually will “Even today, a guy was irı here 
the increasingly nationalist Islamic Î launched a program, these Sources | Western officers here, but that its be training not one army but tro, asking me what to do with hia 
organization of President Alija Izet- | say, to build mosques on military | Ever since March 1894, when the savinge, whether he should 
begovic that dominates Bosnia's | training grounds to teach Islam to Bosnla’s most! United States ended a year-long war Î change hia hundreda for twenı+ 
uslim region. Bosnian recruits, In addition, he ¥ between Bosnia's Muslims and | tiea and fiftiea . „. « There are 
The flags in Merdan's office ur- | helped establish training camps in Muslim army has Croats, the Clinton administration Î grounds for this worry, because 
frscore a problem for the United | Bosnia where Revolutionary has E merge the ا‎ Russians have been deceived by 
tates as it prepares a program to | Guards carried out their work. 2 army wil je Croat militia it had thelr own government şo many 
equip and train Bosnia'a army. Î ` Under the Dayton agreement, increasingly turned battled. So far the creation of this times,” : E 
While It claims to be apolitieal aid Iranian and other foreign “freedom to İslam and Iran force, called the Army of the Feder. .„ To calm Russian dollar-khold- 
secular, Bosnia's mostly Muslim | fighters" were supposed to be out of ٣ ation, has proved iınpossible. T8, the U.S, government has 
army of 110,000 men has increas Bosnia by last month. While most of ی‎ But U.S. pressure onı the two siles launched a masalve Ppublialty 
ingly turned to Islam and Jran dur- | the estimated 1,000 men have left, | troops lack a wide array of equlp- | during the November peace talks in Î campalgn here in advance of the 
ing its 34year war : against the. dozens have stayed. NATO officers | ınent and training. Dayton, Ohio, compelled them to niroduction of the new, harder, | 
Serbs. Following the communist | view them as a threat, estimating In late December, the Clinton ad- come to some type of deal. Croats to-counterfeit'$100 note, In : 
traditions that made the army a tool | those still here at several hundred, | ministration appointed a senlor Pen- | and Muslims agreed to create a un | Moacow and St. Petersburg, 
Of the party, it has also cone to be, Î iieluding 150 to 200 Iranian Revolu- tagon official, James Pardew, to | fled Defense Ministry and a uiified | focus groups have heen ا‎ 2 
dominated by Izetbegavic's political | tonary Guards. U.S. troops in | coordinate the effort and ' éstab- command with two cémmariders, nized to Încrtuıne a TV, radio and 
organization. : northeastern Bosnia were put on | lished a task force in the State De- | one Croat and one Muslim. But they Ê print advertising blitz, Some, ... 
Merdan's positlon highlights the' Î alert last wèek, and pressure is Î partment. It alşo opened tajks wit also .decided that. the Croat militia 100,000 leaflets and 1.2 million 
American dilemma. As head of the | ‘mounting on: Izetbegovic's govern- Turkey, whioh oceupied parts of the and the Bosnian army will remain poaters Arg being distributed in 
office of training and development: | ‘ment to crack ‘down on those re- | former Yugoslavia for 500 years, | separate in units fronı the corps and Russian. Hot lines with Ruasian- 
of the Bosnian army, he is a key Î maining, : about providing tralning facilities, ` division level down, ‘ : Ean operators are.on duty 
liaison figure in the U.S. program. It Merdan's two hats — like his two | ,. Turkey annaunced aıı agreement AU-S. afficial said the Clinton ad- to answer Russians’ queatlong & 
i8 through Merdan's office, for ex- | flags — trouble some Western Offi’ | last week under which its forces will minisıration will focus şome of ita | about:the new hundreda and. , 
ample, that the first of a series of | cials, who worry about giving ald to | train Bosnian troops. Tlie protocol training efforts on buildihg up the soothe their anxletles, : 
U.S.-backed measures to train and | an army without openly demanding | was ,signed in Sarajevo by Gen. Î combined Defense Ministry ahd to . The message! The U.S, gov"... 
equip Bosnian fighters is being car- | that it first change its ways. “Irs a | Ersim Yaltsin of the. Turkish army. |, fncourage the two sides to engage ernment has naver recalled or 
ried out, Six Soldiers, picked by | dangerous road the Americans are Î and Gen. Rasim Delic, the Bosnian | İn “real joint planning." : devalued dollars since they.were 
are applying to the U.S. Mili | going down," a West European | armycommander, . “We know this is a trouble spot,” firat issued in 1881, andl 1t won’t 
tary Academy at West Point and the~Î diplomat said.:"Tts throwing gas on ‘l. Current estimates ‘place ‘tle cost. |. he said. “We will be working not just hov. No neefl to rush to trndé In 
r Force. Academy in Colorado afire.” : 2 of training at leas than-$100 million. Î with the Musfims, but witlı the fed Î your savings. Old hundreds will 
prings for acceptance in the fall, The U.S. program to assist the Î and ımilitary equipment at $300 mil- | eration army as well." . ' atill be goorl everywhere, 
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In Brlef 


T HE Dutch government has 
thrown a 365 milHon gullder 
($225 million) lifeline to ailing 
aircraft manufacturer Fokker, 
diving the Amsterdanı-based 
company a breathing apace in 
which to search for a او‎ 
South Korea's Samsung 

space was the firat to show pub- 
licly declared interest. 


WO men who used bogus 
T connections to swindle the 
former cooker company 

out of £2.3 million were jailed for 
nine and seven yeara in London. 
Charles Deacon, aged 54, and 
James Fuller, aged red 
Be 8 management 

a En pension fund to pay 
an advance fee for a loan that 
never materialised, 


TE&T’s 1995 profits were 

virtually wiped out by losses 
at its computer division and the 
cost of structuring its operations 
prior to the planned break-up of 
the group in 1997. During 1995, 
net income fell from $4.7 billion 
to §139 million. 


HARES in Olivetti plunged 

almost 10 per cent after the 
Italian computer and office 
products company forecast a 
greater-than-expected 1995 loss. 


HE Walt Disney company 
made a record $496 0 
rofit for the first quarter, a 2. 
a cent increase over $482 mil 
lon a year ago. 


MERICAN Express has 
A Eine to the European 
Commission about alleged 
abusive and anti-competitive 
behaviour by ita arch rival, Ys. 
The latter is considering the 1n- 
troductlon of a regulation which 
would ban its 19,000 member 
banka front issuing Amex cards. 


NISYS, the fiflh-largest US 
compudler group, las 7900 
uounced plans to dismiss 
cople at a cost of more thal 
7 17 million in redundancy 
payments and capacity cuts. 


SAIR reversed six year 
of loases when . 
$119.3 million profit for 1996. 
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14 FINANCE 5 
Who’s whistling the best tunes now? 


Anew range of economic 
ideas is emerging to 
underpin a new politics, 
argues Wil Hutton 


dent in the idea tlıat ralional expe” 
tations mean the entire conception 
is impossible, Professors George 
Akerlof at MIT and Greg Mankiw of 
Harvard have developed the intrigu- 
ing idea that it is rational for ece- 
nomic agents not to be completely 
rational. Most of us proceed not by 
exhaustively gathering every piece 
of information so that the market 
bounces back to normal as we 
realise our mistakes, they say, but 
by making rough guesses. 

A restaurateur doesa't change his 
prices every day. And taxpayers 
don't think, when the government 
borrows money for a large road- 
building programme, that it will 
have to raise taxes some time in the 
future to pay off the debt so they 
had better save now to be ready for 
the extra taxation. It may be “ratio- 
nal”, but nobody in the real world 
behaves like that, 


HE two great traditions in 

economic thought - 

Keynesian and laissez-faire 
— have fought themselves to a 
standstill. The so-called neo-classi- 
cal counterrevolulon that gained 
ascendancy over the past 20 years 
has at last run its course but, al 
though the new Keyneslans have 
arrested its intellectual advance, 
they have yet to turn their advarr- 
tage into winning the policy debate, 
These are in-between times. 

The rights setback is remark- 
able, especially as sheer momentum 
sill allows it to set the political 
agenda and thus give the apparent 
impression it is intellectually donıi- 
nant. But this is 0 
the vigour of the attack by a wave oi 
newit economists, almost all of 
them from the United States, insist 
ing that western capitalist eco- 
nomies had to return to first 
free-market principles if they were 
to break the logjam of stagflation. 

Vigour in argument has not been 
matched by subsequent economic 
performance —~ hence the growing 
vulnerability to counterattack. 

The counter-ıevolutionaries' E 

ign in the 1970s was two-pronged. 

Eerie they argued, should 
drop any altempt actively to manage 
the level of demand in the economy 
through fiscal policy {changing the 
gap between gavernment spending 
and revenues) or monetary policy 
(changing interest rates and the 
liquidity in the financial system). All 
they should do was make sure the 
amount of money in circulation 
grew constantly to ensure nıinimal 
or no inflation. 

Microeconomic policy should be 
focused solely on ensuring that mar- 
ket incentives were as pure as possi- 
ble. In the US, in particular, A group 
of socalled "supply-siders" insisted 
that taxation was the major eco- 


UT if individuals are rational 

in being nearly rational, then 

Friedman's and Lucas's proof 
that demand management is self- 
defeating fails. Economies, a8 
Keynes said, can get locked into dis- 
equilibriums for long periods be- 
cause individuals and firms are just 
unable to find the array of prices 
that allows the economy to return 
by itself to the path of rising output 
and full employment. Prices are nat 
reliable enough in a nearly rational 
worlcl to co-ordinate economic activ- 
ity except in the very long ruıt, and 
by then we are dead. 

We need the government to att to 
break the impasse; and the eco- 
nomy does respond to deflationary 
and expansionary stimuli. 

There is growing acceptance that 
the qualily of human capital, public 
infrastructure and trust relations 
within firms are key determinants 
of growth. Economists arguing far 
capitalism and careless aboı in- 


impact would be to make the next 
swing in the economic cycle more, 
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the homeless lıave a certain access 
to health care. But in Moscow it's 
very, very poor for the homeless.” 

As she spoke, about 15 homeless 

men shuffled and shivered and 
stamped on the snow outside the 
medica! clinic run by Doctors 
Without Borders, in an out-ofthe- 
way industrial neighborhood of 
Moscow. The cramped Hittle clinic 
has no real waiting room, so pa- 
tients must wait outside in the cold, 

One man hobbled away from the 
clinic on a pair of splintering sticks 
that passed for crutches. Another 
man, his hair matted, his skin 
splotchy from cold and his eyes wa- 
tery, said he'd lost his apartment İn 
the cîty of Vladimir after he spent 
three years in prison for stealing a 
car windshield. “I lost my papers, 
antl with no documents you can't 
gel an aparlment,” said {he man. 

A thir man, Anton Solavyov, 30, 
sail he made iıis living sweeping 
snow from church yards and doing 
odd jobs in the street markels in re- 
turn fur scraps of food and pockel 
money. He'd also lost his apartnıent 
when he was in prison as a teen- 
ager. “This is my 11th year being 
homeless," lhe sail. "Every two 
months I go to the police detention 
center, where they'll keep you for [Û 
days and give you some identifici- 
tion papers and let you sleep in a 
warm bed irı a cell. 

“Bul wilhaut a permit tu live in 
the city, you're like a leashurl log. 
Yuu can'l clo anything dl on the 
SIC You'd better qvoirl the OS 
because if bey vraly yuu. they'll lor 
uj your (loc a. Jen youre 
nobody " 

Û them bid lue ul th j 
MCE fron e ily 
8 te build n ditional 
lO sheers. obe in eel ol Shae 
previncls. CfTivi Y tl 
determiner to setıle (le qııes 


Before the collapse of the Soviet 
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above zero, death tolls have begun 
to climb. One day in December, three 
people died of exposure in Moscow 
and 19 were hospitalized. Since the 
beginning of November, about 300 
people have died of the coll on the 
streets of Moscow, officials say; sev- 
eral dozen were homelesa. 

“The accessibility to services is 
the maln problem,” said Siobhan 
Keegan, 29, an Irish nurse who is 
medical director in Moscow for the 
international! group Doctors With- 
out Borders, “In Europe or America, 


To ger the complete picture on 
our range of funds and investment 
products, call our Customer Services 
Department on +44 (0) 1534 607660 
or send a fax on +44 (0Û) 1534 38918. 


Winter Hits Moscow Homeless 


Yet nothing happens. The thou- 
sands of homeless men, women and 
children who live on the city's 
streets continue to suffer harass- 
ment and even beatings by police, 
and they receive help not from the 
city government but from Western- 
run humanitarian organizations, 

Various agencies, none of which 
is really in charge of the homeless 


but all of which must deal with them 
occaslonally, give widely varying es. 
timates of the number of homeless 
in Moscow — from 30,000 to as 
many as 300,000, To serve this pop- 
ulation, the government operates 
one 24-bed shelter, 

With such limited assistance 
available to the homeless, and with 
temperatures recently hovering just 


VERY so often, especially 
when the mid winter cold 
turns bitter and scores of 
people start dropping dead on the 
streets, officials at Moscow City 
Hall announce that homelessness 
has become a big problem and 
the time has come to tackle It, 
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From his new buıne in Macao, Mr 
Xineucs sail he was part of a "new 
generation" uf East Timorese, a 
younger, betlereducated generation 
thal shuns talk of open conflict and 
wants, instead, to take a conciliatory 
approach —even if thal means defer. 
ring the dreaın of independence, 

“Whal we want is for Indonesia to 
accept Easl Timor as a different en- 
lity,” Mr Ximenes said. “We want 
recognilion that we are (lifferent 
from Indonesia. A solution for East 
Timor can be a comproniise.” 


asylum-seekers arrived each week. 
But the nıımber varies, Last year, 
some 50U came through, he said. 

Many of those here now are young 
people who were active in the ıınder- 
ground resistance in East Timor. 

"We never give up, we never ac- 
cept being part of Indonesia,” sail 
Jaime Ximenes, a soft-spoken East 
Timorese wiıo left his homeland al 
the age of 14, just after the Indone- 
sian invasion. He is a member of 
Fretilin, East Timor’s underground 
resistance movement. 


FOR A MORE SPECTI/CULAR 
VIEW, TAKE A L(OK 


Refugees Dream of Home 


Exiles driven out by Indonesia's invasion hope to 
return someday, writes Keith B. Richburg in Macao 


most of the refugees sneak out on 
fake passports, they nuıst wait in 
Macao while a local support group 
helps them compile the needecl 


sec- The United Nations still recog- | documents — birth certificates, 
0 a E oe nizes Portugal as the administering | baptismal records, anything — to 
came because his name was | power of East Timor, and anyone | prove their identity. 


born there is considered a Por- 
tuguese citizen and can apply for a 
Portuguese passport. But because 


Manuel Tilman, an East Timorese 
lawyer assisting the refugee with 
their resettlement, said one or two 


on a list of dissidents. And Levi, with 
the scar on his side, came because 
he almost died in the graveyard 
where he collapsed amid the dead, 

They are refugees from East 
Timor, the former Portuguese 
colony in Southeast Asia invaded and 
annexed 20 years ago by indonesia. 

Almost all were involved in some 
way in the struggle against what 
they see as the illegal occupation of 
their homeland. Some are univer- 
sity students, One describes himself 
as a member of the armed under- 
ground resistance and said he 
carried medicine and supplies ta 
guerrillas in the hills. 

They have come 3,700 kilometers 
to this tiny island near Hong Kong 
by following a welltraveled “under- 
ground railroad" that runs from 
East Timor to Bali or Jakarta, in 
Indonesia, and across the South 
China Sea. 

They come on fake passports, 
usually bribing Indonesian officials 
along the way. And once here, on 
what is Chinese territory but is still 
administered by Portugal, they are 
given money, a place to live, a pass- 
port and a chance to start a new life. 

And all of them talk about the 
clıance to return hame someday. 

“I hope," said a 32-year-old man 
wlıo fed here in 191, after a mas- 
sacre by Inclonesian armıy troops. 
Like most of the others, he askefl 
that his name not be used, for fear 
that relatives left behind might be 
harmed. "I never.dreamed !'{ leave 
my country," he said. If he stayed, 
"every day I'l be persecııted by {he 
ıuilitary. But what cloes life ınean for 
me here? Everybody wants to live in 
his own counlry." 

In the years since Indonesia in- 
corporated East Timor as its 27th 
province, a largely invisible, low- 
level resistance has persisted there, 
creating for President Suharto's 
government an embarrassing inter- 
national issue that will not go away. 

The efforls of armed guerrillas 
are regarded in Jakarta as nıore anı 
annoyance than a direct threat. Bul 
with ench army crackclown, lhe gov- 
ernment is subjccted to (resh 


Union, the criminal code banned 
beggars and vagrants. In effect, 
homelessness was illegal. Anyone 
unlucky enough to lose his place of 
residence could be arrested, ex- 
peled from the city or sent to prison, 
The result: Moscow had no home- 
less people, at least not officially, 
With the collapse, the code was 
changed and the veil that covered 
up ugly social problems was lifted, 
Very quickly, thousands of home- 


AT THE WHOLE RANGE. 


As a result, more and more pF Pfoducts which includes unit trusts, 


charges from foreign couniries and 
interest groups that it is violating 
human rights, 

The East ‘Timorese refugees who 
make it to Macao arrive with tales of 
repression and resistance. Their 
presence here is in ınany ways a te&- 
tament to the fact that after 20 years, 
Indonesia still has not succeeded in 
consolidating its hold over the East 
Timorese and dampening their de- 
mands for self determination. 


sectors for their performance since 


Alternatively, talk to your Financial 


1 3 launch, with four as sector leaders. 
If you're looking for a wide choice | area, we offer a wide range of 


Adviser or complete the coupon. 


1 ı: Private cli 1 a کک ج کک‎ 
of quality investments, look no | investment opportunities in both | are investing with Perpetuah * P' lent portfolios and regular And qualitative fund manage 
: 


Tu: Perpetual Unit Trust Management (erey) Limited, 
PO Box 459, d'Hautevılle Chambers, Seale Street, 

St Helier, Jersey, JE4 8WS, Channel Islands. 

Please send me details on Perpetual range of OfKhore Funds. 


further than Perpetual equities and bonds. taking advantage of a rang’ *VIngs plans. ment analysts, Fund Research 


Limited, have given seven of 
Our comprehensive range 


- ; Whichever prod h 
: 8 i 990 product you choose, 
OFFSHORE FUND PERFORMANCE TO IST JANUARY . 


less people started trickling into the 
gg i i EG 
There are about 200 Timorese ` SINGELAUNCH : ا‎ ' Investment is assured of the highest | our funds a AAA rating, the highest Dp kitchens 
Ce OnE o lhe Bev öof funds investing throughout . cHANGE IN SECTOR و‎ 
eren nC! 9 Eh 


aperated by the Salvation Army. 


Catholic priest who left East Timor 


Mayor Yuri Luzhkoy ordered the 
hotneless to be picked up and re- 
moved from the city, especially dur- 
ing civic festivals or when farelgn, 
‘digznitaties were in town. : 


Fernandes said. “They are accepted 
here. Macao is the only territory 
under Portuguese administration 
close to Tiınor,” 
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Paperbacks 


The Essential Black Literature 
Gulde, edited by Roger M. 
Valade Ili (VIslble Ink Press, 


UBLISHED in association with 
the Schomburg Center for Re- 
search in Black Cullure, this guide 
contains bricf biographies of more 
than 200 black writers, as well 
sıımmaries of almost as many works, 
from Ihe poems of Phillis Wheatley 
to the screenplays of Spike Lee. The 
Essential Black Literature Guide also 
includes clefinilions of literary terms, 
as well as terııs, like blues, that are 
of particular imporlance to black 
culture. Coplously illustrated, the 
guide also includes a time-line iat 
allows readers to put literary works 
in historical perspective. 


Israel allows PLO 
leaders to return 


Patrice Claude In Jerusalem 


ESS than two hours after vot- 

ing ended in the Palestinian 

elections on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Shimon Peres, announced 
he had decided to allow the 430 
exiled mentbers of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) to return to 
the selfgoverned territories con- 
trolled by Yasser Arafat. 

This gesture in favour of the 
Palestinian diaspora had the effect 
of a bombshell. It was described as 
“abominable” by the rightwing 
Israeli opposition and “overwhelm- 
ing” by the internal Palestinian polit- 


tion of Israel (the first Palestinian 
"parliarnehtary”" session will be held 
by February 21 at the latest). 

The Charter was adopted in 1964 
when ‘the PLO came into being, 
amended in July 1968, and decreed 
by Arafat to be inoperative as long 
ago as 1989. It is now totally irrele- 
vant both in its content and lan- 


certain: when Peres took that spec- 
tacular decision — which in the 
weeks running up to the elections 
had the secret approval of minis- 
ters closest to the prime minister, 
including those responsible for na- 
tional security — he showed him- 
self to be both a visionary and a 


Peres and his government realise 

this, but leading rightwîingers have 
e claimed 
abrogation of the clauses proved 
that Arafat was a two-faced terrorist 
whose ultimate aim was still the 
destruction of [srael, 
.„_ The prime minister's ain in allow- 
ing the return to Palestine of all 
members of the PNC, the only body 
empowered to amend the charter, is 
to put an end to that claim, Peres 
sald last week that he could not de- 
mand the abrogation of the charter 
and at the same time prevent merm- 
bers of the body empowered to do 
that from meeting in the self 
governed territories. 

The thing Israelis find hardest to 
swallow is the idea that a group of 
men who, despite their advancing 
age, are still labelled "terrorisls", 
such as Abu Abbas and George 
Habash, the Damascus-based lead- 
ers of the PLO's socalled “refısal" 
factions, should be allowed tn re 
lurn to Palestine, only a sinme's 
throw fron Israel. 

Peres has said there will bu- no 
restrictions on their return, Nor will 
lhe require them to recognise Israel] 
or the Oslo agreernenı, They will be 
allowed to come and rlecide for 
themselves, He said he though it 
was high time they adopted a more 
mature and serious stance. 

But Habash has said he will re- 
turrr to Palestine only after the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state and when 

all his fellow Palestinians in the dîas- 
.pora have been allowed to do the 
same, Hard bargaining behyeen the 
various PLO factions is already 


that the non- 
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It took a visionary to realise that 
the legitimacy and credibility of his 
partner in peace”, Yasser Arafat, 
which has now been confirmed 
within the territories by a million 
voters, could only gather momen- 
tum if members of a diaspora that is 
in combative mood and feels frus- 
trated at having been left out of the 
agreements become involved. 

Peres was a master tactician 
because the historic decision would 
not only cut the ground from under- 
neath the rightwing opposition but 
prepare his Labour party for victory 
at Israel's forthcoming general 


Early Negro Writing, 1760- 
1837, edited by Dorothy Porter 
(Black Classic Press, $24.96; 
hardcover, $45.95} 


easiness of people in their frail bod- 
ies, in the great world where they 
find themselves, and in the com- 
pany of fellow human beings to 
whom they are tied by feelings that 
are as powerful as they are enig- 
When Muhlbach's father 
mixes up archaeology and as{ron- 
omy, Connell plainly means to 
underline the point that »arth ancl 
sky are bath mysteries, and that the 
existences of those, like Muhlbacli, 
who cling, aš it were, to the earth 
are as full of mystery and meaning 
as the lives of those, like Kirk, whou 
hitch their wagons to stars. 

In a story entitlecl “The Moun- 
tains of Guatemala,” 
(who also appears in olher Cunnell 
stories) declares that most authors 
today “do not know how 10 write of 
the world and its magic, but merely 
of themselves,” If Connell's slaries 
establish that he has spent half a 
century striving, often in unortho- 
dox ways, to write evocatively of tht 
world and its magic, it ınust be said 
that the ınost successful lem lere, 
"Arcturus." also happens lo be the 
one lhal most neally reflecis cune 
ventional notions of whal a shurl 
slory is. As much as one almires 
Connell's abiding artistic cuurage 
antl adventurousneass, one cannot 
help wishing he had wrillen a few 


have invited for dinner her old 
flame, Sandy Kirk, now a globe-trot- 
ting diplomat. Kirk shows up late, 
accompanied by Dee Borowski, a 
ballerina who, "if one should quietly 
ask her name . . . might reply with- 
out thinking that it is Deborah 
Burns." it is at once clear that there 
is no love lost between the lofty, in- 
souciant Kirk and the stolid, eartlı- 
bound Muhlbach., 


HEN Jupiter Hiunmon's “An 
Eveniug Thought, Salvation 
By Christ, Wilh Penilential Cries," 
was published fit was lhe first poem 
by a black aulber te be published in 
sejxırule work), Included 
ure narratives, essays, puems, let 
ters ind speeches by Richard Allen, 
founder of the Alticin Methadlist 
Episcopal Church, Benjamin Ban- 
ıeker and muy others. Selected by 
Durolhy Purter, retire curator of 


rel Center, Early 
Negre Writing also includes he 
minutes and conslilutions of carly 


It means that members of the 
PNC — the PLO's “parliament-in- 
exile” and highest political body, 
which represents Palestinian civilian 
society, the trade unions, the army 
of liberation and all the factions 
within the PLO, including those op- 
posed to the agreements š0 far con- 
cluded with Israel — will be able, for 
the first lime since its foundation in 
East Jerusalem 32 years ago, to re- 
turn to selfgoverned Palestinian ter- 
ritories before April 20. 

Does Peres's decision also mean 
that Israel recognises the unity of 
the whole Palestinian people? Does 
it signal that the [Israelis are coming 
round to the idea that the 3 million 
people who make up the Palestinian 
diaspora all have a right to return? 

Haggai Merom, president of the 
Powerful foreign affairs and defence 
committee in the Knesset, says that 
he is against the return of Palestini- 
ans to Israeli soil, but that there is 
room for discussion over their re- 
turn to the selfgoverned territories. 

In the meantime, one thing is 


ET THE tension between 
these men forms ouıly part of 
the rich human tapestry of 
this story, wlich abounds in affect- 
ing, and thoroughly credible, small 
epiphanies — among {hem Kirk's 
realization that he still loves joyce 
(or, as Connell puts it, (hat “she has 
haci the freedom of his heart as now 
it seeıns he has had hers”), Joyce's 
recognition that she loves both 
men, “her husband because he 
needs her love, and Kirk because he 
does not,” and the sudden discovery 
by Muhlbaclı’s little boy, Otto, of his 
desire to tickle his baby sister's ribs 
or feet. (Notes the author: “He does 
not know this is love.”) 

Bringing to mind both Joyce's 
"The Dead" and Courad Aiken's 
“Silent Snow, Secret Snow," "Arc- 
turus" (which is this collection’s 
opening slory) quietly and deliber- 
ately captures „something of the uu- 


When Labour's central commit 
tee lasl week appointed Peres as its 
sole candidate for the job of prime 
minister at the next general elev- 
tion, he refrained [rom making arı 
announcemenl about the dale of 
that poll. But all the signs are that 
instead of going to the country al 
the encl of October, he will call an 
early election at the end of May ur 
beginning of June. 


the slightest chance, as things 
sland, of overthrowing the Labour- 
lec coalition now in power. 

The leader of the right, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who in October was al- 
most as popular as Rabin, now has a 
favourable opinion rating of only 25- 
3Û per cent, as compared witli 
almost 60 per cent for Peres. 

,„ Not only will the Israelis be elect 
ing the 120 members of the Knes- 
set, but, after a 1994 change in the 
law, they will choose their prime 
mirıister by universal suffrage for 


week, a nıarked drop in the nunıber 
of attacks on Israelis in 1995, a 
sharp decreas in hostile aclin by 
soldiers and Israeli settlers in the 
til occupied territories, and a dis- 
tinet improveınent in the country's 
international image. As a result, 
most [sraelis support the peace ac- 
cords, even though they are still re- 
jected by the various rightwing 
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sources, opinion polls discreetly 
commissioned by Peres over the 
past few weeks all say the same 
thing: the rightwing nationalist 
Likud party has yet to repair its 
badly dented image — laraelis hold 
it partly responsible for the climate 
of hatred that cost Yitzhak Rabin his 
life on Noventber 4 — and has not 


The generally democratic nature 
of the Palestinian elections is bound 
to strengthen Israeli confidence, but 
only on one condition: that Arafat 
honours his September 1993 pledge 
to strike out within the next two 
months the clauses in the PLO 
Charter which call for the destruc- 


XFTRAORDINARILY sexy and 

cunpliant women, arclrerimF 
mils so sunve and powerful they 
make Prof. Moriarly seem like A 
sımalltown punk, weaponry sl 1 
out of Thrilling; Wonder Stories, and 
always, wilh ihe clock ticking toward 
zero hour, it worldlwicle consyyiracy oF 
global threat Ihal can be forestalled 
by ouly one min: Bond, Jamies Bond, 
a hero unshaken before any threat, 
slirred by every prlly face. 
Bond banks, by lan Fleming, cell 
ered excitement, bul Ihe 17 glossy 
movies ereulcdl a sleek fantasy wor’ 
of danger, sophisticated invincibility 
and gallows humor. These two £ 
bums, both updater to include brief 
accounts of the new Bond film, 
GullenEye, chronicle the various 
minor characters, actors: 
scenes, stunts, gaclgets, locales 
not least, delicious vaınps. 


Much has been gained from the 
Israeli-Palestinian accords of Oslo 
and Taba: an official Fatah-approved 
end to the Palestinian intifada last 


employees of the sclentist who were 
eager to lalk aboul him. SI 
found a wealth of docuıne 
government and universily 
a large U.S. Arıny file andl portions 
of his FBÎ file luckecl away in a U.S. 
Customs Service file. 

She concludes thal we will never 
know Tsien's true feelings toward 
the United States: “Publicly, Tsien 
has denounced the country that dle- 
ported him for its capitalist system, 
but privately, quietly, unknown to 
most people in China, Tsien has 
permitted both his children . . . to 
return lo the United States for fur- 
ther education — a sign that he may 
be far less hostile toward the Unitecl 
States than he makes out to be.” 

But Tsien's son, Yucon, an Ameri- 
can citizen by birth, told Chang that 
only one thing could possibly bring 
his father to revisit the United 
States: an apology from the U.S. 
government to atone for treating 
Tsien like a criminal. 

When she began her research on 
Tsien Hsue-shen several years ago, 
Chang could not have foreseen the 
current tensions in China's relations 
with the United States. Her book re- 
minds us that while we now know a 
great deal about China's .military 
.hardware, we still need to know 
much more about the thinking of ils 
military leaders and defense indus- 


The U.S. Scientist Who Armed China 


dreamedl of a world of peace and 
equalily. The older ‘Tsien lived in a 
worldl governed by regimented hier- 
archy and helped manufacture the 
weapons of world destruction. The 
young Tsien was both Chinese and 
American, at heart a citizen of two 
countries. The older Tsien felt alien- 


the olive trees in the garden. No one 
has yet dared tell him that his vil- 
lage near Loci no longer exists, 

. The sense of belonging to a given 
village is particularly strong in the 
camps because up to now their in- 
mates have been grouped together 
according to their place of origin. 
But Khaled is not interested in re- 
turnlag to his ‘village: “After my 

` studies TI go back to Palestine to 
rebuild the country, but probably to 
Ramallah or Jerusalem —' they're 
cities and itll be easier to adjust.” 

Although all young Palestinians 
felt frustrated at not being able to’ 
vote in the elections, they see them 
as a first step towards the construc- 
dlon of the Palestinian state that wilt ` 


offer them a recognised and pto- 


“Td have voted for the 
who have suffered for our a 
but they decided not to stand,” says 
Amin, who has only ane hero: 
Sheikh Yassin, the head of the Is. 
..lamic Hamas movement jailed in Is 
rael. And what about Arafat? “No 
, true hero can agree to make peace 
with the enemy," he says. "We fight 
the Zionists and he makes peace 


Palestinian exiles cast their eyes on home 


E EGE 
Frangolse Chipaux In Amman 


ER they live in muddy 
: € camps or posh flats 
in the Jordanian capital, Amman, 
Palestinian exiles in their teéns and 
twenties are obsessed by one idea: 
going home. Some are the children 
of activists who, like their PLO lead- 
ers, have spent years on an odyssey 
that took them from Lebanon to 
Yemen, the Gulf states and Tunisia; 
others have mouldered in refugee 
camps 2 Jordan, Syria or Lebanon. 
, Dut they are all to some degree 
critical of the policies pursued by 
elr parents’ generation. And, curl 
ously, they somehow dread the un- 
known for which they so yearn. 
all want peace, but few of hem 
لا ا‎ alongside 1s- 
lom see aS USi 
and therefore enefiniéê, i 
The very few Jordan-based Pales- 
n 0 0 ا‎ 2 a trip’ 
usu: come disap- 
pointed. What they find does not 
¢ up to the rose-tinted mermaries 
ngly kept alive by their parents 
fd grandparents, “Compared with 
srael there's nothing in the territo- 
says Majed. “The streets 
ved, the hûišes are old and 


are shock 1 e tha: diffe 
: ed by the: differ- 
nce between thelr own cosmo- 


palitan attitudes and the mindset of | now living in “his” 1 
a largely rural society. “They're ا یا‎ 
more religious than us, family tradi- 
tioris are stronger and social rules 
!strltter,” says Khaled. 

“What with the intifada and the 
schools being closed, young people 
arê badly educated. We don't have 
much in common,” says Majed. 

, _ Something else shocked Luma: 
, Our parents always told us we'd get 
our pout back, but now I know its 
not true — nêar my village there's a 
; kibbutz with brick houses and gar- 
dens. You don’t go to those lengths 
if you think you're goin 


grandparents”) for allowing him to 


Most young Palestinians feel that 
peace will come only if all exiles are 
allowed to return and live normally 
in “their? country, Khaled, who sup- 
ports Yasser Arafat (There's no 
one else who can rin the country”), 
says: “In 20, 30 or 40 years' time 
there won't be an Israel any more. [f 
the Israelis want'to live in peace,. 
they'll have to open up their borders 
and let people back In. Then the two 
states will have to be united, as you 
can't have two gùvernmients in the. 
samê land. The lsraetis will have to 
live with us, like the whiteş in South 
Africa. We suffered the same injus- | 
tices as the blacks, but we'll eventu- 
land back because we 


Many of thê Palestinlans' whose’ 
parents have been refugees since 
1948 see a “return” solely in terms 
of going back to villages which’ are 
` now in Jeraeli hands: This feeling is 
Îr particularly ‘strong ‘amar 

tants of the refugee camps,  ' 

' Hlısseln, who like'his fathér wak |' 
. horn in Jordan, refuses 'io' régard 
himself as a Jordaaian. ‘He ‘knows’ 
hiۍ‎ grandfather's hose by heart — | 
‘the three sleps'up to the front door; 
tHe Httlê corridor leading' to thê #it- 


Chang finds evidence that Tsien 
denounced a former friend and col 
league in order to protect himself 
during one of Mao Zedong's peri 
odic crackdowns on intellectuals, 
madê statements through the years 
to suit the prevailing Maoist political 
dognıa, and then gradually became 
an unquestioning bureaucrat. 

Alter the Chinese army attack on 
protesters at Tiananmen Square in 
1989, Tsien denounced the demon- 
strators as “evil elements" and, in 
Tine with prevailing orthodoxy, 
branded the clissident astrophysicist 
Fang Lizhi “the scum of the natjon.” 

But Tsien’s personal life remains 
a mystery, accoriling to Chang. 
Only a handful of friends see lılm in 
the privacy of his :home in Beijing 
and then only rarely. 

Not surprisingly, Chang was un- 
able to interview Tsien. But she did 
in . reaching relatives, . 
friends, colleagues, students and 


Like all Palestiniane, these young 
people hope that their times of un- 
happiness : will ' soon ‘be over, 
Brought up to remember their lost |: 
country, they first want to' get it 

: back, and only then maybe think 

: about peace and : 

` alongside the Israelis. 

“Peace is good,” says Khaled, 

: “but the agreement we slghed is not 
as good as all that: The Palestinians 
don't have the samë rights as the Is- 

, raelis, We're for peace but not for ã 
ıormalisation, becaüge the Israelis 
doii't deserve it. They're doing noth- j 

; İûgto encourage normal relatioris, ` 

; „ “There are still people In prison. |. 

: Some of our fighters-can't return 

: Home becaue the [sraellg say they: |; 

; have bldod on thelr hands. But’ |: 

: then so do the Israelis. The'ruljes'of |: 

ld be the samefor' |: 


1 ‘And Amin ask: “Why are Israeli |i 
; tolirists allowed to cûme to ortek أ‎ 
a6 thêy pléase whereaê We're hot al- |. 
lowed to visit or own coluiitr ' 


Lytton Strachey: The 
Biography, by Michae 
(Farrar Straus Giroux, $17} : 
The Art of Dora Carrington, bY |. 
Jane Hill (TF and Hudson’ , ` Young Palestinians in exile have 
: mixed feelings about those whû took 
: part in the intifada. “Maybe they’re 
: more Palestinian than Î am; and 
¦ were braver and did morê to get 
! their land,” says Khaled. It is not a |; 
; view entirely shared by Amin: “They 
have more experience than us, ‘but 
` that doesn't entitle them to miore, be-' 
. cause everyone has helped’ to flight’ 
for Palestine in their own way” 
Young  Palestinlans 
. agree with the Oslo accordë or not, |’ 


whêéi .the Igraell ‘army pûlled out: 
“Ifa ã beginning that will lead to thie’ 
, reconquest of the whole of Pales-' 
tine,” says Majed. He says he found 
it difficult to thank the Israeli family { ting room, the fountain outslde anid 


“The elections will give ub'a state, 
, a government, and a president, anıd 
the message to all Palestliians 
; abroad will be: come héme,” says 
Ahmad. “At the moment we're talk- 
; İng about the'Palestine of 1967, but 
i later itll be the turn of thë Palestine’ | 
. of 1948." And what about the la 

; raelis? “They'll go back to Europe, 
ei, or whierever they came 


"During the eléctions we only’ 
` Heard’ - homegrowh Balete 
says Fires. “The main 
lng'is govéêrnment shoult 
emerge which’ will’ 
` needs of people 
abroad and who nobnelv Tisten tn " 


OVIES made from books 


readers: For aclınirers of 
Carrington, the obvious place 
learn more about Lytton 
and Dora Carrington are thesê 
books: The first provides a0 
gantly written, sexually 
count of the tife of this 
mentber of the Bloomsbury 
second is the catalogue of an 
tion of Carrington’s painting 
associated with Bloomsbury. 


: the game shoul 


18 Ge AVasbington Jost / BOOKS 
Tales of a Lifetime 


Like Connell's novels, they reflect 
not only an irreverence toward con- 
ventional notions of literary form 
but an inquisitiveness about the 
world’s history, an awe at its 
mystery, an ironic stance toward po- 
litical reactionaries, and a pre-occu- 
pation with the mid-20th-century 
middle American middle class 
(which Connell incisively, if empath- 
ically, satirized in the Bridge nov- 
els). In one story after another, 
Connell contrasts the humdrum 
householder with the world trav- 
eler, the captive with the free, timid 
attachment to the statıs quo with 
belief in social change. Birds recur 
as images of freedom — and as the 
victims of human beings with 
shackled souls: În one story, a gang 
of boys tortures a bird; in another, a 
smalktown Kansas businessman 
chains a condor to a tree. 

At his weakest, Connell labors in- 
sufficiently to develop characters or 
to establish a sense of place, and tar- 
gets bourgeois llfe with cheap shots 
and easy ironies that somehow man- 
age to recall both Sinclair Lewis and 
Allen Ginsberg. Too many of Con- 
nel!'s stories exist chiefly to proffer 
teııdentious speeches either by au- 
thorial mouthpieces or hy Rotary 
Clu) types whonı Connell wants us 
10 find absurd. “The Giant,” for ex- 
anıple, consists mostly of a Connel 
lian sermon about the universe's 
immensity; "Mrs, Proctor Bemis" is 
essentially a blinkered tirade by a 
conservative housewife; and several 
narratives about a pair of buddies 
named Leon and Bebert invite us to 
scoff at their cliched political views. 

Yet at his best Connell depicts 

middle-class America with dispas- 
sion and clarity, attending not only 
to Joe and Betty Sixpack’s philistin- 
ism but also to the vanlty of bohemi- 
ans and the snobbery of artsy 
sophisticates. Consider the book's 
finest story, "Arcturus" (1954), 
wlıiclı richly anatomizes the largely 
unarticulated emotions raging be- 
neath the civil surface of an evening 
social event in a middleclass home. 
Muhlbach, a New York insurance 
salesman, and his dying wife, Joyce, 


Bruce Bawer 


ج ل ا 
THE COLLECTED STORIES OF‏ 
EVAN S. CONNELL‏ 

By Evan S. Connell 

Counterpoint. 675pp. $30 


spectrum may be found authors 

like Anita Brookner, whose 
books tend to resemble one another 
in virtually every İnıportant aspect 
from mise-en-scene to page count, 
at the ather extrenıe are those intre- 
pid, maddening souls who, never at- 
tempting the same thing twice, 
singlemindedly pursue their Idio- 
syneratic visions down paths thet 
sometimes lead to gold mines, 
sometimes to dead ends, and occa- 
sionally to the literary equivalent of 
one of those cliffa that Wile E. Coy- 
ote finds himself speeding off of in 
Warner Brothers cartoons. 

Such a writer is Evan S, Connell, 
who has been confounding critical 
expectations and challenging read- 
ers’ tastes for decacles. Who could 
pretlict that the creator of the mas- 
terly novels Mrs. Bridge (1959) and 
Mr. Briklge (1969) would also pro- 
duce two qquirkily visionary free- 
verse aggregations of ınyth and 
maxinı entitled Notes From A Bottle 
Founl On The Beach At Carmel 
(1963) and Points For A Compass 
Rose (1974)? Who would have imag- 
ined that the author of an American 
Psycho precursor entilled Diary Of 
A Rapist (1966) would go on to pub- 
lish Son Of The Morning Star 
(984, an eccentric portrait of 
George Armstrong Custer, and The 
Alchymist's Journal (1991), a dense, 

cryptic rant by Paracelsus, the 16th- 
century physician and mystic? 

lt will surprise no longtime 
reader of Connell's longer works to 
learn that his Collected Stories, 
composed over a periocdl of 50 years 
and set in a variety of places [rom 
Sausalito to Pensacola 10 Paris, is a 
grab bag of writings many of whiclı 
would be categorized by narrow 
constructionists not as short stories 
but as episodes, vignettes, character 
studies, monologues or dialogues. 


I FAT ONE END of the literary 


sensitive yet arrogant man. She be- 
gins with lıis birth into a wealthy 
Chinese silk merchant's family 
early in this century. Along the way, 
she provides a history of China's 
nuclear missile program as well as 
a description of the political climate 
in the 1950s and 'öûs that shaped 
the thinking of some of today’s top 
Chinese scientists and military 
leaders. 

During his first year back in 
China, Tsien worked under incredir 
bly primitive conditions as director 
of a fledgling institute devoted to 
aerodynamics for defense purposes. 
According to Chang, “there was 
only one telephone in the entire 
building, which rang incessantly for 
Tsien. His office was on the fourth 
fioor and the phone was on the 
grountl floor and he had to run up 
and down those stairs to answer tle 
phone, There was also little usable 
equipment. The institute purchased 
some desk calculators that had to 
be wound up by hand...” 

Although Chang has dispelled 
many of the mysteries surrounding 
Tsien Hsue-shen, he emerges from 
this book as an enigmatic figure. 

“How stark the contrast between 
the young Tsien and the old,” 
Chang writs. “The young Tsien 


Danlel Southerland 


THREAD OF THE SILKWORM 
By Iris Chang 
Bask Books. 329pp. $27.50 


N JUNE, 1950, the FBI accused a 

brilliant Chinese scientist in Cali- 
fornia who hatl helped pioneer the 
American space age of being a Com- 
munist Party member. Despite a 
lack of evidence against him, Tsien 
Hsue-shen was held under virlual 
house arrest for five years and then 
deported’ to China, a victim of the 
McCarthy era.-The United States 
lost a scientific genius; China 
gained one. 1 

Tsien, who had once sought U.S. 
citizenship, quickly became one of 
thle most powerful scientists in 
China, guiding the development of 
China's nuclear missile, satellite and: 
space programs, In the 1960s, it was 
Tsien Hsue-shen, wlio proposed. 
construction of the infamous Haly-; 
ing missile — commonly known as 
the Silkworm — .that menaced 
American ships during the Gulf War: 

Iris Chang writes compellingly of: 
Tsieu's fascinating life-in Thread Of 
The Silkworm, and . grapples with 
many of the contradictions that’ 
beset this disciplined yet jmpulsive, . 
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Grants Offlcer s17,300-£24,900 
London, WC2 


sector praolice and funding and the ability to cope 
under preasure. 


Candidates for the Sanlor position must have 2 years' 
experience in pollcy development related to grant giving in . 
order to contribute to overseas policy. You wlll 
supervise a small team for which experience of 
managing staff ls essentlel. 


For further datalls and applloeation form 
please contact the Personnel Depariment, 
National Lottery Charities Board, St Vincent 
House, 30 Orange Streat, London WC2H THN. 
Tel: 0171 747 5218/5303 (24 hour answer. 


NATIONAL _ Phones) or 0171 747 8237 during office hours. 
Please quote ref: 1 for the Senior Grants 
LOTTERY Officer (overseas). Plioanse re raf: 69 for 
CHARITIRSS the Granta Officer (overseas), 
BOARD 


Positively committed to enual opportunity 


FIELD DIRECTOR 


OPPORTUNITIES WITH SCF 
MALAWI 


SCF has been involved In Malawl since the 19503 and programmes in recent years have 
included water, health, refugees end drought rellef. Thers are also plans to expand SCF's work 
In the field of food securtty, 

As fleld director you will have overall responsibilty for the strategic development of the 
programme and lead a diverse laam of axpatrlate andl natlonal personnel. A key task will be ıo 
develop further a child-focus In our current and ne areas of work, 


PAKISTAN 


SOF has a long redition of working In Pakistan, a major part of which was work with Afghan 
refugees. As this work has been winding down, SCF Pakistan has Identiflad as Its prlortlles over 
the next few years to be work In the areas of child rights, girl's primary educatlon, women's and 
children's health. 

The Pakistan programme has been changing substantially and planned new waya of 
working Include ths development of loca! NGO capacity; stronger focus on chllcren's 
perspeclives, needs and interests and increased sensitivity to the challenges posed by gender 
Issuas. Based In Islamabad, you WI! manage and lead the development of thls new work and 
have a brief to oversee potentlal developments for SCF In Afghanistan. 

For both posts yol wili have subatantial iIntematlonal experlanca of managing overseas 
development programmes; and the ability to ead the process of change; strong analytical skills; 

the sti to hink and plan strategically; and strong senlor lavel nagollatior/representation ` 
ex . 

These posts have accompanied status and ara offered on a 25 rnonth contraot with a salary 
of £23, 331 p.a which should be lax free. You can also expect a generous benefits package 
Including accommodatlon, flights arvd other fiving expenses, 

For further detalla and an appllcatlon form please write to Janny Thomas for the Malawi 
position and Janet Curtis-Bronl for the Pakistan position, Overseas Personnel, SCF, 17 Grove 
Lane, London SE6 8AD. Fax: 0171 783 7610. 

Closing date: 1at March 1838. @ 

SOF alms to be an equal opportunities employer. 


the Çhildren 


mM Working for a better world for ohlldran 


First Claas School (General Culture, Languages and Finishing) in the Middle 
East, with boarding facilities and curriculurn adapted to Islamic cuatoma, 
requires dedicated 


PRINCIPAL e 
„She should have: و‎ 
: - Organizational akilla ا وب‎ 

- Knowledge of many euıltures, not only European . : 

- Capacity for motivating and: dirséting staff 

- Experience of living and working in Arab culture . 
` i. + Bxperience of boarding sthool Hfê.. ... i; 
`- Excellent manners and presentation: .. : 
i 7 «Peimbal intagtity’" 1. ° ا‎ 
Please send Cutritulum Vitae with, références and photography tos. 
is Bok GBQ 5Ö, Thé Guardian Weekly, . . ' ~. 
"184 Deansgate, Manchester MGO 2RR 

١ Unlted Kiigdomy 7 . . ' ا‎ 


Manage Overseas 
Applications 


Senlor Grants Officer #26000 0,660 


Over 2,460 charltles and voluntary groups in all parts 
of the UK have besn awarded grants totalling 
` gimost £160 million by the Board. Now help us extend 
this grant giving to UK charities operating overseas. 

if you understand fleld work In developing countrles 

arıd have a minimum of 2 years' axperlence of grant 
assessment and admlnistralon In a larga organ- 
isatlon - help run our UK based grants operation 
fof overseas charitles and voluntary groups. 

A faultless, efficlent grants system will rely 
upon the team's abillty to test each 
organlsatlon's ellglblllty, process applicable 
applications through appropriate Assessors 
and progress-chase to tight deadlines. 

Articulate, numerate and computer Ilterate, 
you mugt have a sound grBSp of voluntary 


1hal wea cannot a2cepi rasponslbhty | |’ 


| | eGuardian) | | 


IME DOCTORAL AND TAI 
A COURSES VONT WAN 


al scholarshi also 
basls, for وا سا نام‎ ana 


hb 
js Inlerested In the folowing researoh areas are encouraged 


ternatlonat Politics; Security Studies; Development 81 
Conflict; Conilict Resolution; Polllcs & Society, r 


lor scholarship appications: î March 1996. 
Coursas 
[ment offers threa taught MA/Dip courses in Peace 
ontfllot Rosolutlon, ard Internatlonal Pailtics and 
Studies (cen be takan fulkülma or parttlmaj. The 
t also otîars a taught MA/Dip course in Peace Studîes at 


te College, Blrmi rt-tlı . ication: 
: ا ا ی س‎ Ime only). Appll 8 are 


fcatlon torms and further delall, contact: 


8 Depariment of Peace Studles, University of Bradford, 
D7 tDP, Tel: 01274 384171; Fax: 01274 385240; Email: 
on@ bradford.ac,uk 


orliWideWeb site for more Informatlon about the 
the University, and Bradford. Address: 
Ww brad.ao.uk/acad/peacafhome. himl. 


UNIVERSITY OF 
BRADFORD 


man NAFINS KLNOVLIDOR ORE 


Learn to Teach 
English in Cairns, 
Australla 
at International House 


Teacher Tralning 
Centre 


UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 
SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY 
RESEARCH FELLOW 


Thia post, funded as part of the ESRC Global Environmental 
Change Programme ia available from 1 April 1996 for a xed term 
of 18 months in the first inatanco, with the possibility of extanaion 
for a further gix montha. The appointee will Investigate tha 
environmental avwarenese snd understanding of business decision- 
makers with referenca to stratospheric ozone depletion and global 
warming, puying attention to the extent to which Individual 
companies develop environmental strategies and the manner in 
which these are designed and implemented. The project will focua 
primarily on UK businesses, but alao include comparative analysis 
of French and Gorman experience. 

The appointee will have a PhD in Buainesa Studies, Economica, 
Geography, Europenn Studies or a relatad discipline, He/she wiil 
have experience in qualitative research, including the design and 
execution of semi-structured interviews. The post will be based in 
Leeds but will involve travel within Britain, France and Germany. 
Preference will be given to candidates with fluency in French 
and/or German, 


RSA/Cambridge Certificate 
COUTBOS 
Contact Simon Bradley 
Intematlonal House 
Queensland Box 7368, 
Calrns 4870, Qld. Australla 
Fax: (070) 313464 
Phone: (070) 313466 


Lnformal enquiries to Dr Martin Purvia, tel 0113 233 6761 or e- 


Advertisements 
It ls a condîtlloıı of acceptance of 
advertisamênt orders thal the 
proprietors of Tha Guardian Weskly 
do not guarantee tha Inserllon of 
any particular adverlsemênt on 8 
spécif'ed date, or at all, stthough 
every effort wil ba meda to meet 
ihe wishes of advarlisars; further 
fhêy do nat aocapt ablllty lor any 
loss OF dams CaUSEd by an error 
or inaccuracy in tha printing or non- 
appearance of any advartisamenl. 
They also rasarva tha tlght to 
clasaify correctly any advertisemend, 
gedit or delete any obyecilonab!e 
wording or rajact any 
advertieament. 

Althöughi every édvartisement ta |. 
carefully checked, occasionally | 
mistakes do occur. We therefore 
ask advertisers to agalst us by | 
checking thelr advartlsamanls’ 
carefully and advise us krrmadlately 
shûuld an error occur, Wea regrat 


Iuscein: Canfield 
f Thermal-Energy Processes . 


There is a vıorid-wlde requiremant for energy for energy 
engineers who have a souid unders{anding of thermal, 
proceeses and thelr énvironmhental Impacls: Sevéral years ago, . 
af the request of a consortium of indüstrlsa, this one year MSo | , 
çourse.ın Thermal-Enargy Processes was eslabîished to help 
satisfy thal requlremerit. it offara graduatéa of anglneering or'Î 1 
sclences the Opportunity to develop: and enhance thelr | 
tareats as ertérgy engirieera. Té topics Includêé:  '" : 
1 ` Heat Transfer ¥« Process Control Control 
Fuela and Combustion % Daemani-Skde Management , 

` .* Applled Thermal Design # Managing Environmenisl lnpacts | 
-For' further Information contact Dr bordugh (Ref 
3103} oourse Diraotor, Department ùf Appiled Energy, 
` Cranfleld University, Bedford MKAS OAL Teli 01234 750111 
extS291 Faxl1234 THOT . < 


for mors than ONE INCORRECT 
Insertlûh ant that ‘no repubitestlon 
will ba granied In the caee of 
typographical ar minor changes 
which-do. not affocl hg valu of tha 
advertlsamanl. . 


Salary will be on the scale for Rosearoh Staff Grade IA 
within the range £14,317 - £15,986 pn, 


mail: martin @gcog.lreds.ac.uk 


Application forms and further particulars may be obtained 
from Mirs Jo Shorrocks, School of Geography, University of | , 
Leeds, Leeds LS? 9JT U.K. (telephone +44 (0) 1183 283 S811 
or email jo@geog.leeda.ac.uk) quoting the referonce number 


32/100. 
Closing date for applicationa: 1 March 18988. 
The University uf Leeds promotes an equal opportunities policy 


Promoting excellence in teaching, learning 
and research 1 . ا‎ MT 


France sticks 
to its nuClear 


energy policy 


EDITORIAL 


T7 HE future of nuclear power 
worldwide appears (o be 
hanging in the balance. Its pros. 
pects looked rosy 20 years ago 
when steep rises in oil prices lef 
the western nations in a state of 
shack as they came to terma with 
the dreadful possibility of a seri 
ous and lasting encrgy shortage, 

Yet by then the atom was nm 
longer perccived as the miracle 
solution premised by scientists 
in the 1950s. There were even 
beginning to he doubts about 
the safety of nuclear installa. 
tions. But it was a question of 
getting priorities right, and there 


was no denying the simple fact | ; 


that 100 grammes of uranium 
could produce as much ener 
us a tonne of oil. 

Progranımes to build nuclear 
power stations were launched in 


while 34 others are being 
in France, Japan, Russia 
Ukraine, as weli as iıı fast- 
oping countries, such as 
South Korea, Pakistan, 
nesia and Taiwan. Even so, the 


many to bring its nuciear pro 
grumme to u halt: 28 of the 40 


planned power stations havel . 


been built. The situation is alm 
lar in the US, whose 110 
power stallon is now unlikely 
cver to ace the light of duy. . 

In their fighl against nucle 
power, environmentallsts have 
recently hatf the support of Ce 
tain financial experts, who have 
revised thair profitability calcv’ 
lations, Under pressure 
the City, the British government 
has thus poaiponcd the 
aallon of its 16 existing nuclear 
power stations and decided not 
to bulld any more. : 

The maln reason for thls U' 
turn has been the fall in the cost 
of fossil fuels and the e 
af new deposits, which means 
they will not run out as soon 4° 
was originally thought. 5 

This brings up the 


tal queation: wus it and is It s4, ا‎ 
a good idea to continue banklné.| ; 


on nuclear energy? The clear, 4!" 


the second-largest number of fei. 


;actors in the world (56), seem... 
‘Impervious to such argumenis.’ 


The authorities . have dens, 
there ia any need, for. 4 0 


time they changed thelr mind 
.Direçteuir; Jean-Marie Cê) 
: 3 cqnytigh! 


' dehate about the wisdom af n | f 
taining such policies , Ja MP Î i: 


the departnıent of ‘foreign affairs, 1 


The opening of diplomatic tlea between Hanoi and Washington has boosted US investment in Vietnam, 
but the Vietnamese are atill suspicious of ‘capitalist cornpanies’ 


PHOTOGRAPH: HOANG DINH 


the Politburo), and the foreign 
minister, Nguyen Manh Canı. Both 
were elected to the Politburo in 
January 1984. 

Leaks to the Vietnamese press in 
France have revealed the exislence 
of confidential letters lhe two men 
are (hought to have sent their Polit 
buro colleagues, explaining wlıy tlıey 
wislı to push ahead witlı reforms. 

The party can do one vf twu 
things: it can reorganise itself, or it 
can, more prıidently, decide ta forge 
ahead in two phases, by announcing 
for example that the agenda of the 
congress will be complementecl by it 
second national cunference in lwo 
years’ time. 

Meanwhile, given that the coun- 
try needs to define itself in relation 
to an outside world, which it often 
looks at through the same prism ns 
China, the influence of lts larger 
neighbour — the result of centuries 
of coexistence anti a shared cliural 
heritage — ils bound to prove 
crucial. 1 

Ganuary 23) 


into question the economic reforms 
and opening up of the country 
which have produced the current 
boom. But, like the Chinese, they 
dread a dollar-fuellecl “peaceful evo- 
ution" that could wel] transform the 
Americans’ defeat on the battlefield 
20 year's ago into victory. 

While keeping the lines of com- 
munication open with Washington, 
the communist leadership remains 
onits guard. 

The dividing line between conser 
vatives and reformers in the party 
remains blurred, For example, it 
has already been generally agreed 
that the ministries should be re- 
‘grouped in the interests of effi- 
ciency, and that at the eighth Cot- 
gress the secretariate of the central 
committee should be abolislıed, or 
at least stripped of many of its pow- 
ers, on the grounds that two decision 
making boclies (the Politburo aud 
the government) already suffice. 

The keenest champions of reform 
are believed to be the prime minis- 
ter, Yo Van Kiet {number three in 


20 fe Monde /INTERNATIONAL 
Vietnam fears the US will win the peace 


askin G1 Robbins 


The Chinese are believed to have 
repeatedly warned the Vietnamese 
against taking the intentions of the 
western nations, and in particular 
the US, at face value. 

Despite the normalisation of 
Sino-Vietnamese relations in 1991, 
after 20 years of mutual hostility 
that culminated in a brief but bloody 
war between the two countrles in 
„1979, the Vietnamese leaders still 
distrust China. E 

Moreover, Beijing can no longer 
lean onı Hanoi in the way it was able 
to during the Vietnamese Coınmu- 
nist Party's previous congress in 
199i. when _ Politburo member 
Nguyen Co Thach, who had been 
foreign minister for a decade, was 
sacrlficed on the altar of Sino- 
Vietnamese reconciliation. At that 
tiıne Vietnam was isolated, which is 
no longer the case today. 2 

But large sections of tlie party are 
still wary, for all thal, of welcoming 
{he Americans as though tley were 
utterly disinterested partners, Many 
cadires lıave no intention of calling 


Jean-Claude Pomonti In Hanoi 


HE Vietnamese president, 
Le Duc Anlı, when visiting 

central Vietnam recently, 
called on local Communist Party 
cadres to “reinforce state manage 
ment of all aspects of tle socio-eco- 
nomic situation". 

A few days earlier, the party's 
general secretary, Do Muoi, liad 
said: “As Lenin tauglıt us, we are not 
afraid of capitalist companies; but, 
we are afraid of not being able to 
supervise or control therm,” In say- 
ing that, he mainly had in rnıind joint 
ventuıres with foreign companies. 

The Vietnamese lave recently 
been sııbjected to A spate of official 
exhortations to fight “the negative 
etfects" of the opening up of the 
country and the social vices tliat 
foreign influences have brought in. 

The newspaper Quan Doi Nhan 
Dan, organ of tle People's Armıy, 
even wenl so far as to accuse “Amer 
ican strategists” of launching an "in- 
visible wave of attacks" orl 
economic, cultural and .diplomatie 
fronts, because they "dream" that 
the introduction of a market econ- 
omy in Vietnam will encourage "a 
new political regime" to emerge. 

There are several reasons for the 
resurgence of such rhetoric. Last 
yenr, when Vietnanı was recognised 
by Washington and joined the Asgso- 
ciation of South East Asian Nations 
(Asean), it entered a world totally 
different from the one it had known 
when it enjoyed a close relationship 
with the then Soviet Unlon, . , 

The shock to the system has 
been worse than expected. The, 
‘speed at which changes have been 
taking place has only exacerbated 
the traditional debate about the 
degree of freedom that the govern- 
ınent and the national assembly can 
be allowed without calling into ques- 
tion the (lominant role played by the 
Communist Party, Another elenıent 
fuelling the debate is tlıe prospect of 
the party's eiglıth Congress, which 
is flue to be held in Hanoi in June. 

Towards the end of last year Dao 
Duy Tung went to Beijing, He is the 
fourth-ranking member of the Polite 
buro and probable successor to Do 
Muoi should the later, now aged 
18, decide to retire from politics, 


grnep. the nationalist dimension of 
Australian antinuclear feeling, wich 
` was pı'obably more directed against 
the British, than the French (hen 
selves once the British prime niinis- 
ter, John Major, had come out in 
support of Chirac’s decision. 
Those who believe in a “plot” also 
overlook the high degree of Fran- 
` cophilia that. has led many senior 
, Australian civil servants to train in 
. France. “Of the 12 people who took 
' part in our daily meetings devoted 
' to the issue, of nuclear teşts, seven 
‘or eight spoke French, and three 
, had. been students at ENA [Ecole 
Nationale .('Administration, the 
French college for. high-flying civil 
servants],” says a senior afficial in 
the foreigo ministry. . 1 
. It is this, Francophilia that has. 
heen so seriously dented by the nu-. 


clear test episode. It will be no easy, | 


; task to put. matters right. According, 
' to Kim .Jones,, deputy secretary at 


and trade, and a former Australian 
ambassador in Paris, .it will take 
; “Reveral .years", to restore the cli- 
. |ı mate of mutual trust that existed be+ 
tween. the, yo Cquntries until the 


: |; fateful announcément of Jine 13. . 


.ı.j._, aiuary 25): . 


Paris sets out to restore its Pacific image 


Major bilateral co-operatiog deals 
have not suffered from the cooling 


of relations between tlie two coun:. 


tries. The French ermıbaşsy reports 
that it has never had so many re- 


, quests for partnership deals or ap-, 


plications, for. study. grants.. ‘The 
; number of pupils in Australia's four 
„ French schools has gone up. . 

As regards jolnt sea rescue and 
' maritime surveillance operations 
‘by the French and Australian 
authorities in the South Pacific, 
'"nothing has changed", according 


i to an Australian diplomat, Stephen. 


'Henningham. , 

| The alarmist talk, commonly 
j heard .in some. Parisian circles, 
; abot an “Anglo-Saxon plot". to “kick 
| France out of.the region". has more 
!to.do with fantasy than fact. Such 
i sentiments overloqk a major new as: 


¦ pect ,of:Australia's denographic pat- 


i fern: people of “Anglo-Saxon” ,origiu 
: now account for ouly 60 per cent of 
' the population, .whose.,camposition 
has..peen. profoundiy. changed .by 
successive waves of, new. immi- 
grants since the las war.... ,. . 
The:.“plat" theory  glso 


ee EIIEKHAIEE 


over the previous few years rela- 
tions between Canberra and Paris 
improved spectacularly. 

This was largely due to twa 
events: the signature in 1988, under 
Rocard's premiership, of a peace 
plan far New Caledania, and the 
1992 announcement by the then 
prime minister, Pierre Bérégovoy, 
of a moratorium on nuclear testing. 
This new aspect of French foreign 
policy enabled, Franco-Australian re- 
lations to become “hetter than 
ever", İn the words of the Australian 
trade minister, Bob MacMujlan, 

The damage that has .been 
caused by the resumption of nttclear. 
.testing is moral rather tlıan .eco- 
' nomic. France's reputation has been 
' tarnished, As A Sydney-based French 
busineşsmap: puts lf: “It'3 most deft 
` nitely ia bad taste ,to serve French 
chaınpagne at recepligns." . . 
` However, when the state, of 
Franco-Australian trade is looked at, 
' the piçture is not nearly.g0 bad. Tlıe. 
‘numher of visa. appliçations , for 
. France has not.decregsecl, Nor. las 
'the volume of French-investment in, 
, Australia lagged... 


EEL 


Florence de Changy . . ' 
In Canberra 0 


HE Australian gavernment this 
week set .up an international 
conımission on the elimination. of 
nuclear weapons in the world, Its 17 
members include the former . US 
defence secretary, Robert Me 
Namara, the 1995 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, Joseph Rotblat, and 
the former French prime minister, 
Michel Rocard. . 
In the course of his work for the 
conımission Rocar'd will be embark 


ing, in a purely private capacity, on |. 


the clifficult task of trying to refur 
bişh France's. inage in .the South. 
' Pacific after President Jacques 
.Chirac's decision last June, to re 
‘sume nuclear testing there. The 
patcbing-up process will not,. of 
‘course, be able to get fully under 
way until the test programme ends 
(reportedly at the en of February), 
, What most took the French by 
. surprise: last year was the virulence 
of the: Australian reaction, to the. 
: tests. .But that reaction should, not 
` be allowed to obscure. the façt that: 
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APPOINTMENTS/COURSES 23 


UNIVERSITY OF NAT 


DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING 


Research Assistant 


System Design Aspects for Sensorless Variable 
Speed Induction Motor Drives 


Working an a major research programme In the fleld of sansorless Induction matar drtvas the 
objective of the programme is to develop the deslgn of enhanced perfoı 8 

motor drives In oollaboratlon with a number of NE manufacturers. ee PEE IS 
The post will Involve lhe development of sensorléss drive algortthms and thelr mkerocontroll 
implementation for commercial drive prototypes. The work also requlres actroni 0 
between the controller and a number of commeralal delva producle, ا‎ ees 
The successful candidate will be required to work closely with other membars of the rese 

also to Ilalse with anglneers from Industry. The ideal candidate will have experience Bl ا‎ 
anı equivalent leve! In elactronlc drives (aspaclally induction motor drfves). Candldatas with a good 
knowfedga of Inductlon machine control, PWM strategles and realtime mleropracessing wll be preferred. 
Salary will not exceeti £15,986 pa, Tha post ls avalleble for e period of 21 months. 

Informal enquiries be gddressed to Dr G M , tel: 

A E Ly Asher, tel: +44 (0) 115 951 5545 or Dr K J Bradley, 
Applicants should send a detailed CV, together with the names of 

two referees, to Dr G M Asher, Department of Electrical & Electronts 

Engineering, The University of Nottingham, Univeralty Park, 1 

Nottingham NG? 2RD. Closing date: 23 February 1986. ™ 


The University of Nottingham ls a researciHed Institution which 


provides the highest quallty leaning environment 
lo equal opportuni اا اا‎ at A cori 


evelopment 
the University 


seclors of 9 


The University of 
Nottingham 


Fort SET. Y¥ 


Responsible for the effective implementation of a subwomponen of the 
Development of Arlisanal Fisheries project. The objertive of the project will be to 
increase income and economic productivity of mainly fishing households by 
establishing and/or sirengthening the capacity of MBELI, a local NGO, and 
community basecl urganizaions 1o provide savings ancl credil services for mainly 
fishing-relatecd activilics, 


The requirements include a bachelors degree in business nlministrulion, or relislerl 
field; three years of practical experience in urban or rural finanuia} services 


progranınting; fluency in English; functional level in both oral mıl written 
Portuguese or Spanish. 


The position is for lwo years and tle start date is imınecliate, Please senul resume 


and cover letter to CARE, HR Department, 151 Ellis Street, Atl 
or lax 4045779418, te, APES, 


ihe Masters Program 


NORD ANGLIA 
Education Group 


IA 


Worldwide Education 


Anglia Education Group is the largest provider of private education in Britain‏ اا 
with:‏ 


ear-round English Lan, 
courses to suit all needs in Britain, New Zealand ind USA, E 0 E 


NORD ANGLIA INTERNATIONAL - vacation courses for groups and individuals 


For further details write to: 5 
Y 5 Ewén Mackenzle-Bowie, REF, GW 

FINANCE MANAGERS (2) 2 Nord Anglla Education PLC 
eronalhle or _fendiell. |° 1 ,.. . °, 10 Eden Plice; CHEADLE, SKB 147, UK 

ral mul OH" 2 ا‎ 4 5 3 a . 
ا ا‎ Fax: +44 (0161-491 4409 E-mail: 100532.40®compuserve.com . 
ایا‎ e subgranteey on ¿ aS N 8 E ۹ 3 
For nt e او ا‎ T E F۴ L D 1 P L O M A 'To place yor acivertisernent 


Tel +44 (0) 161 834 8886 
OR Gs 
Fax +44 (0) 161 B$98 4436 


Study TEFL, ESL or TESOL by Distance Learning : 
All materials, casşêtıes etcı Incl FROM £240 al| nalonls, any regilî ance Workiviid 
Alic:ESP Business English (TEACH Businbss, Sşles or Techn! 


Cért. TEFL (Management) for skilled EFL staf, ! The Guardian Weakdy,: .. 
C, 12 Rutland Square: Ediiburgh, H1 2e E 184 Deansgate... 
TellFax 01259 720440 (UK) ` E 


` Manchester MEO-2AR . . 
cma 1465 S06 compuserie, com Engend 


AFRICA ) 
affirmative “ction Uni 


DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
j Applications are invited for appointment to the post of : 


Closing Date: 29 February 1996 


a leading institution of learni i ion, 
empowering and incorpmreng he aeeeeto b 


research and pplication, the‏ ا 
ad 1 iarplon o‏ م jj Foundation, This is o senior position within‏ 

jj maintenance of the University, ils faculties, E E 4 
ã Applicants will have , Sound 1 ication ski 
il dere ad nefon E Re eo oretig jd communicption kile, and o 
anı bayond Administrative and financial skills, e we as perience wi ا‎ 
1 1 nlage. Experience of large-scale 
0 a e plan, or ise and control oll aspects o 


: The Diracior is responsible for a small, spocialised, staff ond is expı to liaise 1 


. U 8 ۰ 8 e 4 
uires a reasonable amount o LU 1 2 


Qualified and interested persons are invited to forward a curriculum vitae 


J which should also list the names and postal addresses, fax numbers and | FCN WTIT PROJECT MANAGER 

f e-mail addresses of three contactable referees, to The Advertisi ۳ ٤ AR [ 9 

j Human Resources Division, University of Natal Private Bag X 10, mR FINANCIAL SERVICES PROJECT COMPONENT 
8, 4014. Jelephone (031) 260-1446, Fax (031) 260-2139: Please (i ¥ EF 4A kK $ _Angoche town, Nampula Province, Mozambique 


oa action uni 


e School af Development Studies is seeking FEplipations for o senior fi 


H lecturer/ lecturer to teach and osjist in the co-ordination 


theses. This i 
lj graduate progrom which aims to produce students iê are abla fo andl 8, 
۱ 1 rely 


ries, The opplicont s ould f 
opment studi 

PhD research experjence in the 
opment studies is essential. The incumbent will be jj 
anı internation: a 8 
j expected to conduct research on development issues. ee 


successful opplicant will intially be employed on a three year contract which, 


: 1 E 
after review, can be confirmed as a permanent position. Remuneraton and CAD . 
di f nior Lecturers/ Leclurers Salory Scale a ID i CAGE ACADEMIES 


PARTNERS IN PROGRESS 


DI TIRBAN ( SOUTH 


i An equal opportun 


DIRECTOR 
Ref No. D17/96 


J The University of Natal, os 
is, aclively involved Wilh 
regionally and nationally. 


j To maintain its position of excellence in educoti 
Î University seeks to appoint o Director of the 


charged with the responsibility of seeking donate 


the 


Î CBOs, NGO: jons wi 
0 3 0 ل‎ r foundations will be an a 


wiih a wide range of‏ ا ا 
maintenance of links wilh key‏ 


ple both wit 


onors. 


UNIVERSITY OF NATAL 
DURBAN (SOUTH AFRICA ) 


i An oqial opportunity, af firs 


j SENIOR LECTURER / LECTURER ([3YR. CONTRACT] 
Closing Dale: 23 February 1996 


jÎ RefNo, D16/96 


j in Development Studies as well as supervise Ph 


ale and evaluate alternative development policies rather than to be mer 


geabia about alternative development the 


q suitable ckground and experience in devel 


discipline. A high bl 
| oc ieee od E erdloprgn dios 1 one 


Î required to teach davelopment studies 


ditions of service will be on t 
3 subject to negotiation. 


Î Applicants are invited to submit a curriculum vitae, names, full adciresses 


| numbers and/or e e addresses of 0 ast 3 contactable elerees 0 : throughout Britain, Ireland and USA, Year-round short stay educational tours. 
j j luman Resources, 238 Ki Eh, venue, University of Natal, E | Î ACCESS TO BRITISH EDUCATION AND TRAINING - at the Group's d 
rT Dalbridge, 4014 alephone 27 31-2600 2, Fax 27 f boarding schools in Britain, including preparation for University. e Group's day and 


#QO'DONOGHUE RECRUITMENT 4991 


DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA: 
theatre, film, television ' ;. . 
Full and part ime Masters degrçes:. 


Î ® MAin Feminist Performancé © MA in Television Studicê 
® Dipioraa/MÃ In Fllm and Telévislon (fuktime only) 
® MLit/PhD: a wide range af réséarch supervision: available, 
1 For more Inforraation visi ار پا‎ ak 
ا‎ http/www.brlaacuk/depta/ draı 9 
contact Postgraduate Administrator (GW), Department of Drama, 
ا‎ „ _ Cantocks Close, Briatol, BSB LUP England . . , 
' ' Phone +44 (0)117-928 7833 Fax: H440) 117928 825i. 
Email: mark.alnfieldebristolacuk . ___ 


Terms and conditions: minimum 12 months contract, fish | 
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HORN OF AFRICA 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


Oxfam America, an international clevelopment and relivf organizion seeks a skilled 
team leadler to develop and implement a program for Ilorn of Africa Hlıat is consistent 
with the expressecl aims and needs of the local people and thie policies, philosopluies 
and resources of Oxfam America. 


The contract posilion is for two years, and will be based in Acllis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Over five (5) years of development, adminislrative, tnd mianaeınent experience 
along with academic and practical familiarity with the reytion is requirvd., 


Must have the ability tn communicale in the language/s of lhe region plus English. 
Required to have strong proposal writing and communications skills, financial and 
cash flow experience, and advocacy, program monituring and evaluation experience. 


Salary commensurate with experience. Excellent benefits available. Women 


` encouraged to apply. 


To apply, submit cover letter and resume by 3/1/96 to Oxfam Americit, 26 West 
Street, Boston, MA 0211 1-1206 USA, Attention: HR/HARR/GW 


Oxfam America is an EEO/AA eınployer. 


Health Unlimited tKegistrred Charily no 21105.451 works in les 
developed countries tn improve the hrllh of rommunitics afftcltd 
bY cunflirt. 


BRAZIL: COUNTRY MANAGER 


To rlevelop new inilimive arl manaye 1 serie. of PHC projevts 
s of Ic Auzon rails working will a 
number uf indigrnots gruups, nihber tippers, liuellss 
pasts anl ores smalbukhets. Fhe rau will be 
responsible for planing tnd utuaygetneut s1 heillh prujuvl 
activi witli sı nuuber ef indivirlual pa sit inapers ad 
thelr staff: supervisiuu and pu ovisiu of personnel 
management; actuunting project uue, ieluuinistralive and 
logisticil supperl fur pu'ojecl ictivitics, Jiiisinyg amel 
cuordinating with dilferenl guveruiucnl utinislriun, 
fermalional uudlers atl lueal orgunisittiun, $/le will be 
based iı Sno Bulo bil aust be prepurecl le 1ravel 1hrougliout 
the Amnzon roxgin. 


ApplCants must have Duent Portugues’, snanaygrnent skills, 
PHC anl overseas development exputin e aul goad 
interpersonal /diploıuntic skills, 


SOMALILAND: PROJECT MANAGER 


‘To continue Ue implementation of a PLC {riininyg itr capaciy 
builkling project in iu stable arva, ‘lu’ rsun will be 
responsible for overall mnnapgvineut incluudityz: lirinolt and 
negoutiition wilh local elklers, government hth wurkters and 
ville bealllı conunillees lo ensure uta pv ancl Lraırspare1t 
mole of operon, Supetvislon uf projec stlivilirs, #lalff, 
logislles, narrative and Mnanclal reperlitt, runmuunleallons 
au Halon with donors, fbr NGO, UN iyeusneies sel 
government will alo be retpuirecl. 

Appllcants nus! have good wrlllen nul spoken Englisli, 
management skills, experience in PIC anl in ı lesa deve 
country, goocl iMerpersanil/liplometlc skills. Knowledge 
Somali language and culture antl experince int cunflict areas i8 
deslrable. 


LAOS: TEAM LEADER 


To continue the implementation vf a PHC Irininuingt projectin 

Allapeu province. The person will be respwrısible for: project 
planning and management; nıonitoring ant reporling to the 
regional office; administrntion, finance (rujvet accounts) ا‎ 
logistics of the project; liaising with gavertuvent authorities 
and other NGOs; project activities includitr training local 
health staff in planing and management of health services ° 
monitoring and evalunting PHC ruethods. . 
Applicants must have good written and spoken Engl 
'Î Î management skills, experience In PHC anî inı a less develo". 
county, excellent communication and reporting skills. 


oclology 


insurance aud living expenses are providcd, tha post 
«unaccompanied, salary to be confirmed. Closing date: 92ê. 


University of Durham 


Department of Sociology and 
Social Policy 


Ifyou have a good social science degree, we would 
welcome your application for full ur purttime 


Reseireh degreea: We olfer i1 widle ringe of rewarvlı 
opporlunilits (MIA, MPhil, PhD) acraas the range: of 
Sociolugy and Social Policy. 


Taught Mastera Programme: 
* Contemporary Sociology; Stuclies in Social, Pulitie:ıl 


»* Soviolugy of Industrial Suricly 
Each route cotnprises compulsory ard optional ruudlules 


Snciology and Social Policy; Research Trauing; 
Compuling and Statistics; Herlth und Health Policy: 
Cunımunity Care; Social and Political Theory; 
Comırunily Development, Industry Economy aucl 
Suclely: LIrhan lastes; Managing Change: Youth - Policy 
and Prnclice; New Structures uf Sucinl Politi 
of Knowledge; ‘The Interaction Order; The Cullural ‘Turn; 
Cultural Hislory:; Serious Crime: Theories of Gender 


For more information contact Sarah Goff, 
Department of Sociology & Social Policy, University 
of Durhaın, Elvet Riverside, New Elvet, Durbin 
DHI 3JT, UK. Tel. + 44 191 374 2310; e-mail 


Investing in teaching and research 


MA, MPhil and PhD 
History, English and 
History of Art 


MA single/multl disciplinary, fullrtime/part-time, 
core, optlons and dissertation. 
MPhIV/PhD ful/paıt-time. 


MA Humanities 
and Research - 
Methodology 


Full details from The Administrator, School 


Regional Director, 


Former Soviet Union, 
~ Programme Department 
TAKING THE AID DIRECT £25,000 - £26,000 pa 


Reg. Ch. No. 403236 
Feed the Children (Europe) is an international relief agency responding to lisasters and 
emergencies, FIC(E) currently operates progranunes in Bosnia, Albania, Haiti, Rwanda, 
Liberia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Arnıeıia and Kurdistan, with expansion into other countries 
constantly under review. 


As a reşult of restnıcluring our programme department we require a person to provide 
management support to our programmes in tlie former Soviet Unlon. Based in the UK, 
the postholder will lave responsibility for FTC(E) current field programmes in the FSU 
and will lend the process of programme expansion into ııew areas. 


The successful candidate will lave at least five years experience in the development, 
implementation and management of aid programmes, including at least one year of direct 
field experlence in the region. Also, experience in emergency programme nanagement, 
plauning and evaluation are required. 


To apply for this opportunity, please send your CV with covering letter, by February 
19th, 1996 to James Davidson, Overseas Personnel Manager at: 


Feed the Children (Europe) 
82 Caversham Road 
Reading RG1 SAE 
Fax 01734 581 230 
emall 100523,3035@compuserve.Corl 


Only slıortlialed candidates will be contacted. Initial interviews will be held during 
the week of February 26th, 1996. 


VETAID COUNTRY PROGRAMME 
CO-ORDINATOR 
MOZAMBIQUE 


بحسب 
i‏ 
Hui rima) = oct hr (a1‏ 
VETAID is a Scoltish NGO working in livestock‏ 
development in Africa uud Asia We are currertly‏ 
seeking a Country Programme Coordinator, based in‏ 
Maputo. You will be representing VETAID at the‏ 
highest levels within the country, developing new‏ 
works as well as overseeing our established projects in‏ 
Inhambane and Tete Provinces.‏ 


puslgracluate stucly. 


‘The candidate should have at least 10 years experience 
of development work, prefenthly a Portugese speaker. 
Ideally, you will be a livestock specialist with 
appropriate tropical exprrience dnd qualificaliuns. 
Initially the post will be for u periarl of 13 months 
starting in mid April/NMfay 1496. 


and Cıılturıl Orcler 


* Comumunily Studlies 


from the following: 
For application forın and job description please plone / 
fax Jereıny Davies, Natlunial Co-ordinator, VETAID, 
CTVM, Easter Bush, Roslin, Midlothian, EH25 ORC, 
tel/fax (0044) 0131 445 3129. 


Closing dale for applications Lb February 1940. 
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THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BIRMINGHAM 
Schoo! of Elsotronle and Eloctrtcal Enginesrling 
Research Fellow 
Mitcrununchiued Active Antennas 


Relations. 


s.e.goff@durham.ac.uk 


A vacancy has orzcurrerl In ha Srhocl of Ectronic and Bs:trical 
Englinevring fûr a Sutalily qııallhol re3n1cher lo work on a ray Contract 
commencing tat February 1996 for a puf of 3 years In thn areas of 
Micromachined Active Antennas. TIS ow ati rg Pl5sCe of work lı volves the 
Iniegratlon ol acilve davi=43 Into bath planar and norı- planar alan ıs with 
sllcon mlğrumachıne] sinıctures nınud wl ba Ieıdl by Prufassor Hall at The 
University of Birnıingham In callûkar alin wilh Dr. V. Fusco a1 Queens 
University Batast. 


The suzcasshıl appllzant wll he vyorkiny in tne Cornu nunlcallona 


Erıglnearing Reqşadrch Group witch has an actremety sıcceşsful record ln 
tha arBa ol active Intograted anıamnas. 
Salary rage: £14.317-215.996, 


AppItoatlon forms (raturnable by 28 Fabruary 1996) and further 
partleulars ara avaliable from The Direator of Staffing Ssrvloss, 
The Unlvaralty of Blrmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 
2TT, telephone O121 414 8483 (24 hours). 

E-mail STAFFING@BHAM.ACG.UK 

Quota roeferenoca G18140/96. 


Working tawarrs uqual oppartunities. of Humanities, 2 
Ths Unversity Is an 2xampl Charly which edsts to Advance learning to the Oxford Brookes FREELANCE JOURNALISM AND CRE 
highesl tevel for the benefit of Its stuclenl8 and saclety at rya. Universlty, Oxford BROOKE 8s WRITING COURSES B 1 
E E (o) 1805 4aqa UNMVERSIY THE LONDON SCHOOL OF 
To place your advertisement . Fax: + 44 (0) 1865 484082 : 2 Up brook Ri 2 
Tel +14 (0O) 181 834 B68A Fax +44 (O) 161 839 4436 1 
The Guardian Weekly, 164 Deansgate, Working with students to achieve excellence Email: Info Ournalistii COM 
Manchester MCG 2AR Eng!lanı 7% Yes E 
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Letter from Mauritania Philippa King 


merrier 


away to his house, to the sound of 
much ululation. It turns out that he 
had to go to sea only a couple of 
days later for a three-month voyage. 
Î suspect his sisters knew all along, 
but still had no mercy. 

Sometimes ] wonder why so 
much fuss is. made of weddings 
when it seems 90 per cent of them 
end in divorce. But for a woman to 
have any status ir this society, she 
must at least have been married, 
and preferably have clıillren to 
show for il. In fact, the more lus- 
bands she has had, the higher her 
status. One woman 1 met claimal 
her ambition in life was to be “fat, 
white, and five times dlivorced”. 


NE RICH neighbour is an 
important leader in an I[s- 
lanıic sect, which explains 
why, I1 was told, he never has a 
woman without marrying her. He 
has four wives at a time, and re- 
places one every few months, or 
sometimes weeks. The latest was, 
like many of her predecessors, the 
ultimate in beauty by Moor stan- 
dards: big and soft and pale- 
skinned, She was about 15 years 
ald, illiterate and had came straight 
from the desert, Her ncw [riends 
were laughing at her naive reactions 
to the cars and butlıraoms she'd 
seen in the lown, so I was a little 
shocked when, seeing the television 
and video, she inquired if 1 had any 
pornographic films she could bor- 
row. Dicl she know what they were? 
Apparently so; she explained thal 
she wanted to kuow whiıat 10 du to 
please her husband, su she wouldn'l 
be the one le divorced the next 
time he fancied "something {reslı"., 
Although Islan allows four wives 
to men who are rich enough to look 
alter them all, the Moors rarely 
have more than one at a time, albeit 
a short time, On the other hand, the 
black-African peoples of Mauritania 
practise polygamy, if they can afford 
it There is much debate about the 
merits of polygamy’ versus divorce. 
“If he takes another wife without 
divorcing you, it must mean he 
loves you." “If he loved you, he 


. wouldn't take another wife," The 


unanimous conclusion? 

“Menl By God, I spit on them ali!" 
And they wondered at my reluc- 
tance fo marry. 


with its own range of habitats and 
distinctive occupants — the majea- 
tic condor patrolling the high, peaks 
of the Andes and the wild vacuna on : 
the puna below: toucans in the ; 


.Tguazu rainforest; whales, eleplıant . 
seals, , and magellanic penguins ! 


around the. Valdez, peninsula; and : 
black-browed albatrosses following 


up | our boat down the Beagle Channel. , 


Jf I. had to choose one lasting | 
menıory. from so many it would be 
my firet encounter with a glacier İn 
Patagonla. One of the few glaciers 
in the world that is still advançing, 
tt haş been created over thousands 
of yeara.by snow, compacted under 
tremendous, wejght, re-crystallising : 
Into jce,. and . owing , eastward i 
through the Fitzroy range of the . 


Andes, Its visible face is 60 metres 


high; and to ştand on the boardwalk | 
beside it, listening. to.. the creaks 
ahd .groans, then the sudden. ex- 
plosion as a Jarge chunk collapses, 
İs. ae much an. qudible as ,yisual 


experlence. 


More the 


THOUGHT Td finally made, it 
with my Mauritanian friends 
when I announced that I was 

going back to my honıe country, to 

get married. Having frustrated, con- 
fused or insulted them for years by’ 
refusing all the offers of sons or 
husbande who would be happy ta 
put me out of my perceived misery, 

Tm finally doing “the right thing". 

At last I1 am safe from nagging — 

but for one thing. “Now you'll put on 

some weight. . . If your mother was 
here, she would take you to the 
desert and force you to drink milk 
until you were fat enough to get 
married," In this culture “fat” is n 
synonym for “beautiful”, as (ar as 
women are concerned, and i hap- 
pen lo be tall and thin — although 
as Î try to remind myself, it would 
be "nice and slim” by western stan- 
dards. I've lost count of how many 
times I've imparted the incredible 
news that in Britain many women 
go on diets in order to be as tlıln as 
they can on ther wedding day, Even. 
more incredible than the shocking 
revelation that western brides will 
ingly go away with their new hus- 
bands after the wedding, “Have you 
no shame?" gasped a wide-eyed 

Fatma. 

Fatnia's eldest brother got nıar- 
ried not long ago, and slie and her 
sisters took it upon themselves to 
hide the bride from him afler the 
wedding. 1 didn't see much of the 
bride at the wedding party, since 
she was required by cugtonı ta wear 
a black veil dalek-style over her 
face, and remain silent apart from 
occasional sobs. I didn’t see nıuch 
of her at Fatna's house either, even 
though I live there too, but I 
couldn't miss the groom and lıis 
friends, stomping in and out de- 
manding his wife, while the girls 
tried to look innocent, He became 
more and more angry as the days 
went on and the joke wore thin, 

The idea is for the bride's friends 
to make a fool of her new husband, 
and they certainly succeeded this 
time. One evening Fatma dressed in 
the bride's indigo veil while the 
bride, a 15-year-old calledl Ama, dis- 
guised herself as a man. Another 
night she was hidden in a neigh- 
bour’'s bathroom. Finally he man- 
aged to fight his way through her 
giggling bodyguard and whisk her 
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: Û FÇENTINA: With aland aren of 


2.8 million sq km, and stretch- 1 
ing 3,500km from north .to south, 
Argentina is the eighth. largest 
country in the world, almost the 
size of India. On a four-week tor, 
we travelled between the small An- 
dean town of Abra Pampa high 
.on the Altiplano in the nortlrwest, 
down to the southernmost İp at , 
Ushuaia —~ "world's end" on Tierra ' 
del Fuego, passing through subtrop- 
ical rainforest, highraltitude deserts | | 
1 , steppes, humid 
temperate . grasslands, alpine; and ' 
sub-Antarctic, forests and ‘rugged ' 
coastal cliffs, ;, , AF 

Consclois of the need to pre- 


Argeilna haş created an extensive 


| system of national parks, one of the 


first In Latin Amerlca, dating back 
fo the {urn of, the century. We 
Stayed İn a number of these pro- 
tected areas during our visit, each 


Î and highrlatltude 


Î serve thgge sensitive environments, 


Short cut around 


the world 


Samaniha Brewster has seled 
through Le Malr6 Sirall saving a 
day in hêr atlemıpi to baat Mike „ËË 


PHOTOGRAPH: PETER BENTLEY 


e took round the Horn 


. . , Samantha Brewster and the route shı 


Brewster has a Southern cross to bear 


of Le Maire, I didn't think I would be 
needing it for some time but I regret 
that as Î could be using it right now.” 
It did not stay that way, as she told 
her shore base a minute after pass- 
ing the Cape: “I'm tacking and reef: 
ing; westerlies have arrived." 

On her passage south she had 
sailed to the west of the Falklands, 
often in fierce headwinds of up to 45 
knots, Jt was a foretaste of what she 
can expect for the best part of the 
next three months a8 she battles 
across the Southern Ocean. 

Brewster, who has covered 2,500 
miles, faces 80 days of loneliness, 
broken only by her radio reports 
home, before her next landfall at the 
Cape of Good Hope, 


increase at the same rate or to the 
same extent. 

‘This temporarily confuses the 
brain of the speaker who has to 
work out a somewhat different set 
of commands to the throat muscles 
in order to produce a good adult 
vaice, — Cûlin Painter, Otolaryngo- 
logy, . Washington University, St 
Louis, Missouri, USA ., 0 


Any answers? 
VVE a ho origin of the off 


side rule in soccer? fit 
ever had a function, does it stlll 
serve that function and je It ever 
reviewed? — Peter Nicklin, 
Newcastle upon, Tyne 
N CAIRO my wife and,I saw at 
night a ring of light around the 


| moon abgut 10 moons In dia- 


meter, the ring itself being about 
one moon wide. What waa the 
cause of this phenomenon? ~— 
Bétnard O'Kane, Cairo 


Answers should be e-mallêd lO 
weakiy@guerdlan.co,uk, faxed t0 
0171/44171-242-0985, or posted’ 


to The Guardian Weekiy, 75 Farring: 


don Road, London ECÎM 3HQ 


versy that surrounded Lisa Clayton's 
round-the-world voyage: Brewster's 
route has been carefully monitored 
by the World Sailing Speed Record 
Council from the outset. 

In a radiotelephone call when she 
was 50 miles from the rocky outcrop 
at the bottom of South America she 
had told of the luck she was enjoy 
ing as she headed for the Horn, 
"The wind is fight and from the east; 
everybody knows it should be 
strong and from the west.” 

lt meant Heath's Insured was run- 
ning on port tack rather than slam- 
ming into headwinds. Brewster knew 
it would not last and ahe had cleared 
the spinnaker gear from the deck. "1 
did that as İ went through the Strait 


Bob Flasher 


'AMANTHA Brewster rounded 

Cape Horn, tlıe first of the nark- 
ers in her atteınpt to sail non-stop 
around the world from east to west, 
last week. She was 18 days out from 
the Brazilian port of Santos, where 
she had been forced to stop for re- 
pairs to the mast of her 67ft steel 
yacht Heath's Insured, 

In a message to her shore base 
she said: “Having rounded the Horn 
it feels like I have only just started, 
It's as if from October 29 to now has 
been from the 10-minute gun to the 
starting gun. The race has only just 

n." 


There will be none of the contro- 


Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


HE MEDALS are: MC -— Mari 

tal Crisis; VC — Visiting Car- 
ling; DSM ~— Don't Snap Mel DFC 
— Doesn't Fancy Charles. All were 
awarded in conflicts with the pa- 
parazzi. — Neil Stubbs, Tarporley, 
Cheshire 1 


HY doss my stubble grow 
fnater when I travel by 
plane? 


UAN BELMONTE — matador 
de toros— used to commênt that 
an ,the afternoons of 4 corrida his 


'Î stubble would grow ‘quite quickly, 


He attributed this phenomenon to 
fear of the bills. َ 
However, if we are to believe the 
results of the research mentioned 
by John Miller (December 10) the 


perhaps Belmonte . ‘waa. subcon- , 


acidusly thinking of the afrès cor 
rida. — Roy Gittings, Fuasco, Chile 


HY DO hinan wale voiced 
WM “break” at puberly? 


TQ ECAUSE at pubêrty the male 
‘voice box ;(beliind the Adant's 


apple) double Ih size in only about 
] one 'year. Furthermore, the differ- 


ent parts of the voice box do riot 


HAT IS a continent? Is 


UROPE and Asia have been 


welded together for at leaşt 300 , 
hyaically, conti . 


million years. Geop' 
nents are defined by the thickness 
and ‘composition of thei’ crust, 
which {unlike oceanic crus is silica- 
rich and thick. There are seven 
Patches ûf continental crust, but it 
makes sense to subdivide them 
where they are cut by tectonic plate . 
boundarles, because the fragments 
are İn relative motion. : 

This 14 continents in all: 
Jin Mayen, the Rockall Plateau, the 
Agulhas Plateau (south of South 

, the Seychelles, New 


Zealand, Antarctica, South América, 


Central Arnerica, North America 
(including a large chunk of Siberia), ` 
Eurasia, Australia, india, Arabla and 
Africa. — Grahat Cogley, Profestor 
of Geography, Trent Universtly, Peter ' 
borougli, Canada E 


MITuBERs ofthe royal fam 
ily are regularly seen wear. ' 
ing military decorations, even if: | 

have éeen no action. What’ 
have they done to deservé them? 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
February 4 1896 


beconiing like one faınily. But we 
still have to recognise this fact con. 
sciously and acquire a loyalty to 
mankindl, 

Loyalty to a group is an essential 
element in civilisatlon. A group, in 
wlıich indiviclual members fulfil spe- 
svt (sks, las a much better 
chance of aclıieving prosperily and 
security than if each individual 
fends for hiıuself. It is in the interest 
of ill members of the group to work 
in unison, Hence, loyalty to the 
group İs essential. In the early his 
tory of civilisation the group was 
sımall, a (amily, but gradually — with 
increasing specialisation — a num- 
ber of such groups combined, 
linkerl by some common character- 
istic; new loyallies were superim- 
posecl on the original ones, an 
extension rather than a replacement 
of previous loyalties. 

With increasing interdependence 
of people, largely arising from tech 
nological advances, ever larger 
groups evolved, leading to the na 
tion, This is where it has got so far. 
Loyalty to one's nation is at present 
supreme, overricling the loyalties to 
other groupings. But now, when the 
whole of mankind needs protection, 
we have to exlencl loyalty beyond 
the nation. 

At a line when the action of a sine 
gle natinn may endiunger the whole 
uf civilisation, il is imperative to de- 
velop, ind recugnise cunsciously, 
even formally, loyally tu the whole 
ûf ınankind. We ınusl learn tu think 
ul ourselves as cilizens of tle world. 
‘The survival of humankind can no 
longer be taken fur granled. I 
shoukl be our cuuscious goal 15 we 
approarh the new niillennium. 


Prolessor Josaph Rotblat won the 
1295 Nobsl Paace Prize for his work 
with the Pugwash Conferancés on . 
Sclence and World Affairs to abolish 
nuclear weapons, He is in Canberra 
now with tha Cummisslon for the 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, 
which will neat Iıree or four times 
before reporting to Poul Keating by 
August 31, 1996. The Australlan 
government then intends to submit 
its report to the UN General 
Assembly and Conference on 
Disarmament 


The 


irend. Paul Keating announced the 
Conımission last November, as the 
first serious study of ils type directly 
supported by a government, It (le- 
serves the support of the British 
government. 

Should these efforts succeed in 
bringing about a (realy to outlaw ihe 
possession of nuclear weapons, the 
worl would be a safer place, but nut 
completely safe. The knowledge of 
how to make nuclear weapuns caul- 
not be erased. Even in a nuclear- 
weapon-free world, should the great 
powers become involved in a mili 
tary confrontation, they woull be 
teınptecl to rebuild nuclear arsenals. 
Moreover, other means of wholesale 
destruction may emerge from SCi- 
ence. The human species will never 
be safe again, and we come back to 
the alternatives in the Russell-Ein- 
stein Manifesto: the end of the 
human race or renunciation of war. 
Since the first is unacceptable, war 
must cease to be an admissi- 
ble social institution. The abo- 
ition of all war must be our 
ultimate goal. 

To abolish war we need to 
create a new mind-set, We 
have to convey lo the peoples 
of the world the ınessage that 
the safeguarding of our com- 
mon property — hıtmankind 
— calls for developing in each 
of us a new loyally, a loyalty lı 
mankind. 

Interestingly, the practicul 
means for this are providel 
by science itself. The fantastic 
progress of science ancl tevli- 
nology has made (his globe 
very small. We have all Ix- 
come close neighbours. 
‘Thanks to the {remencluuls 
growtlı of ajr travel, an ever- 
increasing nuntber of people 
from different countries meet 
each other. The development 
of satellite communications 
enables each of us to know in- 
stantly what is going on in any 
part of lhe world. By the uxe 
of computer network syslcıus 
we can talk to each other; flir- 
ther advances in computer 
teclınology will overcome the 
language barrier. All of us, all 
inhabitants of the globe, nre 
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Declaring war on war itself 


the arms race, and savecl civilisation. 

At present the danger of a nuclear 
confrontation is greatly reducecl, 
bul it is still there, The nuclear 
stales still adhere to the deterrence 
policy, which is bound to lead to 
more countries seeking the security 
which the United Kingdom and otlt- 
ers say that the possession of riu- 
clear weapons provides, 

The only way to prevent this is ta 
get rid of all nuclear weapons. 
‘There is indeed a growing realisa- 
tion among the general public, as 
well as political and nıilitary leader's, 
of the need to create a nuclear- 
weapon-free world. 

The initiative of the Australian 
government to set up the Canberra 
Commission on the Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons is evidence of this 


MARTINS Car Hire 
e yal meet & greet servlet al 
Fel 

Hieatlrotw & Gatwick Airports 


B0 hh 
PUBLIS' 


ınton, Devon ZKX33 
Tali +44{O01271 816430 . 
Faxı 44 (OAT 812111 


ROBERT WHITLEY CAR HIRE 
HEATHROW - GATWICK 


CARS FROM £B9 PW INC 
HSTATE CARS C125 PW INC, 
SIERRA, CAY GL FROM £109 INCI. 
PEUGEOT 405 LATR MODAL £149.50 
SEAT TOLEDO HEW httDEL 
SFYEN SEATER ESTATE £150 
GRANADA GHIA AUTD £149 
CHOICE OF OVER 410 VEEUCULS. INCLUDES 
AA COVER, UNLIMITED MILEAGE, INSUR. 
ANCE AND FREE COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY 


For an fmmediate compeıltlve quote 


telephone 44 (0)1251 - 702977 
Fax 44 (0) 1252 - 701963 
Mobile 44 (0} 831 - 116709 


+44 181 759 4190 


FORD MIERRA 1,6 ESTATE 
PEUQEOT 405 FSTATH 
FORD MONDEO 1.8/2.0 LX 
PUasOoT 405 1.9 aR 


FORD #BOORT 1.31 ROTATN. £120 


(ARENT 


YLEEEEFEIE 


fax +44 1256 843035 
phone +44 1256 24448 
Quote ref: GDWKSG 


open toad 


Telaphone: 


NEW CARS: OLD PRICES 
HEATHROW/GATWICK. 


* Permoual meet & greet service 
* Discounts for 


In his first newspaper article since winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize, Joseph Rotblat argues that to end the 
danger of nuclear genocide we must renounce war 


largescale hostilities, and eventually 
to a nuclear confrontation witli cata- 
strophic consequences. 

Back in the fifties, the super- 
powers responded to the question 
in the Russell-Einstein Manifesto, 
nat by renouncing war but by trying 
to make it impossible through the 
policy of "mutually assured destruc- 
tion". 

It is widely believed that deter- 
rence worked; ik appears to many to 
have brought stability during the 
cold-war period. But this is a grand 
illusion, There was no military sta 
bility; what we did have was a furi- 
ous arms race. At no time 
wag either of the superpow- 
ers satisfied with what it had 
in its arsenal. Throughout 
the period, scientists on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain 
kept on inventing new gad- 
gels to make their own 
weapons ntore effective and 
those of the enemy more vul- 
nerable. The result was an 
obscene accumulation of 
weapons: at one tinıe reach- 
ing 70,ÛU0 nuclear warheads, 
100 times more than was 
needed for deterrence. Even 
this was not enough to en- 
sure securily, and Ronald 
Reagan felt obliged to em- 
bark on the Star Wars pro- 
jevt, a defensive umbrella 
which would have led to 
more offensive weapons 
being deployed. 

There was an even 
chance, in my opinion, that a 
hardline leader would resort 
to the use of nuclear 
weapons in a (lesperate 
ınove to end the conflict. For- 
tunately, a sane man came on 
to the scene: Mikhail Gor- 
bachev —~ Influenced in part 
by the debates in Pugwash 
meetings — called a halt to 


EOS SE 

TT TTC | 

# LOW, LOW PRICES BW GREAT SERVICE FROM A WORLDWIDE 
COMPANY Bw FULLY INCLUSIVE RATES J WIDE RANGE OF 


Here then is ihe problem which we 
present to yon, stark and dreadful 
and inescapable. Shall we put an end 
to the human race, or shall mankind 
renounce war? 


HIS WAS the question posed 
[ in 1955 in the Russell-Ein- 
stein Manifesto, It was not a 
rhetorical question. It was put at 
that time because of the realisation 
that, with the development of the 
hydrogen bomb and ballistic mis- 
siles, human beings became an en- 
dangered species. 

The extinctlon of the human race 
could result from a natural event, for 
example a collision with a conıet or 
meteorite or an exceptionally violent 
volcanic eruption. Such a phenome- 
non was probably responsible for 
the extinction of the dinosaurs. But 
the fact that this cataclysnıic disaster 
occurred some 60 million year's afO, 
and none of sııeh magnitude has ap- 
parently happened since, means that 
for all practical purposes we can puf 
it out of our minds. 

‘That such a catastrophe could be 
causecl by the action of man was 
never considered seriously. History 
fs full of attempted genocide, The 
gravest occurred this century: tle 
Nazi progranmıe of systematic elim- 
‘nation of whole categories of pe0- 
ple, for no other reason than they 
were menıbers of certain races. But 
Hıere were no technical means for 
omnicide, The advent of uuclear 
weapons has changed all this, 

The chief characteristic of the nu- 
clear age is that, for the first time in 
history, man has acquired the techni- 
cal capacity to destroy his own 
species, and to accomplish it, wilfully 
ûr acciclentally, in a single actioıı. The 
enormous significance of this situa 
tion is yet to sink in, i{ seems, We 
continue with our squabbles, which 
often lead to war, ignoring the danger 
that ninor disputes may escalate into 
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clinched the identification for Wen- 
graf, though nat at the time for other 
experts, Along with other dealers, 
she bid for it and she still owns it. “It 
was a terrific feeling when I first re- 
.aligsed what it was,” she says, “I wish 
Icould get that feeling more often." 
Tlhıe Donatello discovery stemmed 
irom a ımissian begun in the late six- 
ties by a former V&A director, Sir 
John Pope-Henressy. He sent a cu- 
rator, Ronald Lightbown, to Venice 


„| te find out more about a 15th cen- 


tury doctor, Giovanni Chellini, 
Lightbown uneartlıed a memoir 
by Chelfinl showing that as thanks 
for saving his life he had given the 
doctor a plate-sized bronze roundel 
with a Virgin and Child, A few years 
later the roundel surfaced in (he 
‘United States — it was being used 
as an ashtray. It came on the market 
in 1975 and, after a public appeal, 


ply a reflex conditioned at least part- 
ly by education and cultural fashion, 

“You could see a really wonderful 
piece of sculplure in a railway sta 
tion and no one would recognise it, 
because they would not expect it to 
be there,” 

A striking example of the “don't 
know, can't see" syndrome hap- 
pened at Alnwick Castle, where an 
exquisite Raphael the Madonna 
With The Pinks, lay forgotten in a 
corridor, cracked and discoloured, 
banished from pride of place in the 
ducal collection because of an ear- 
lier misattribution, It was only re- 
claiıned for posterity when a curator 
from the National Gallery noticed it 
as he was conducted belween 
rooms of “serious” paintings. 

Professor Brandt's command of 
the Sistine nıuırals would not neces- 
sarily have helped her with the 


On Cupid's trail 


An unnoticed Michelangelo has been discovered in 
ihe centre of New York, writes John Ezard 


thing else, he started leafing his | 


way through the directories of the 
:I8th century, working on the sensi 
‘ble principle that there could not be 
an indefinite number of “great 


houses" that might play host to a 


,late-master ceiling. He checked, he 
probed, he groped, lhe wheedled in- 
vitations, and he eliminated. In the 
nd, the only place left to check was 
‘the Egyptian Embassy. He found an 
excuse to see the ambassador, 
lookecl up, and there it was. The de- 
liglıted owners promptly sold the 
painting at Christies in 1969, and 
the National Gallery acquired its 
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passed the little Cupid 
‘umpteen times, It stood in 
shadow in the foyer of a building a 
few doors from the office where she 
has worked since 1969. 
Then one day slıe happened to 
see the statue bathed in fight. 
“pes,” she sail. Last week the 
i| Cupid, battered and chipped, stood 
i| bathed in media lights, Professor 
i Brandt, a leading specialist in Italian 
"| Renaissance art, has iclentified it as 
:| alost Michelangelo. 
lft had been there unnoticed on 
New York's Upper East Side for 40 


| ATHLEEN BRANDT had 
1 
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Top gun's 
fatal attraction 


OBITUARY 
Don Simpson 


HE DEATH of Hollywood 

producer Don Simpson at 
the age of 52 is almost a parody 
of eighties Tinsel Town, the 
brash decade that brought him 
overwhelming success and 
wealth but not the ability to deal 
with them. The odyssey which 
took him from a modest home in 
Anchorage, Alaska, to a manslon 
in Bel-Air, Los Angeles, cost him 
his life. He was addicted to 
drugs and over-indulged in the 
demi-monde of the $2,000-a- 
night call-girls supplied by his 


26 CINEMA 
What a scorcher 


ing painfully away from his wife while 
e pirek on a seemingly 
doomed romance with a designer. 
The domestic scenes are the weak 
point of Mann's script, but they ur 
derscore the bleakness of the film's 
real romance between two men. 
The whole conception of Heat is 
in a sense musical — if'ş all about or- 
‘chestration, The central perfor 
mances themselves are not quite 
virtuoso: Pacino is as bullish and 
stentorlan as ever, while De Niro 
folds into the background as the pro- 
fessional Invisible Mah. What mat- 
ters is the way the two’ are 
counterpolnted, aud if the other 
characters don't entirely register a5 
solo turns, its because they're usecl 
as parts in the symphonic back-up: a 
selfeffacing, brutish Val Kilmer, an 


CINEMA 
Jonathan Romney 


VERY now and then, you see 
a film that's indisputably spe- 
cial, but for none of the obvi- 
ous reasons, lt may nat seem to 
attempt anything new, it may not 
have a particularly good script or 
outstanding performances, it may 
' seem insubstantial by conventional 
standards. Yet somehow it demands 
that you make a leap of faith and 
admit that, yes, this really is cinema. 
Michael Mann's Heat is just that. 
Seen as the sum of its paris, it’s just 
a big, slow cop thriller; taken a8 a 
bold, sprawling whole, it's some 
gort of a masterpiece. 


: r 40 | If Cupid. Mastyn-Owen (lraws a sharp | Mi lchelangelo's Cupid: anı unlikely | the V&A managed lo buy it, 

. hı turks close friend Heidi Fleiss, the years, while the cream of the city's | first large-scale example of İ distinclion belween expertise on | recent discovery in Manhattan As for the Michelangelo Cupid, a 
2 0 1 E E alarmingly weathered Jon Voight. Hollywood madam. arl world trouped by for champagne | Tiepolo's work, "flattles", his word for paintings, and 

1 8 lent, pithy Ashley Judd. 

every which way, Maun takes genre and the excel 


few questions have been raised over 
its authenticity. What we do know is 
that, in 190G, it was sold to Stanford 
Wilıiite, architect of tbe Fifth Avenue 
town house where lhe slatue was 
found, as a freshly unearthed Italian 
“antique”, It had in fact already been 
offered in auction in London as a 
Michelangelo, In 1968, an Italian art 
historian published an article specu- 
laling as lo wlıere it was. If only he'd 
loekerl a little harder. 

Bul whal will it go for? Wlıen the 
Griambologna was first identified, a 
price tag of £5 miillinn was ru- 
moured. The Cupid, however, will 
no doubt be beyutul price. lt is after 
all the only Michelangelo in North 
America. 


ery was closc reading of old docu- 
ments rather than Professor 
Brandt's kind of educated luck. 

The Giambologna, a naked mar- 
ble woman rising from tlıe waves, 
turned up at a rural Chrislie's sale of 
garden staluary and furnilure in 
1989. It was classifled as "quite ordi- 
nary 18th century nıarble”, But a 
London scholardealer, Pat Wengraf, 
was reminctled by the catalogue dle- 
scriplion of an Italian document 
datecl 1575, mentioning l soon after 
il was male to embellish a grotto in 
the grounds of a Florentine villa 
owned by the sculptor's chief patron 
and friend, 

One glimpse of the statue 


Exuberant ear-opener 


on “feelies" or “roundies” as lıe calls 
sculptures, 

“Sculptures tend to have been 
taken overseas centuries back ancl 
to have ended up at the bottom of a 
garden covered İn ivy or moss until 
somebody cleans them. It's a tricky 
field — but it's encouraging to lhink 
thal there is always something there 
to discover.” 

There is undoubtedly still a lot of 
great lost or unrecognised work 
waiting to be found, Recent prinıe 
üinds inclucle Donatello's Madonna 
ad Clıild, now at the V&A, and 
Gianıbolugua's Fata Morgana, 
whiclı is in private hands. But in 
both these cases, the key to discov- 


The embassy’s failure to recog- 
nise a Tiepolo might be understand- 
able. But how could scholars — 
especially Professor Brandt, who 
has advised tlie Vatican on restoring 
Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel — 
miss for so long a work by a man re- 
garded as, along with Beethoven 
and Shakespeare, one of the three 
master-artists of hunıan history? 

The harsh answer, as Willianı 
Mostyn- Owen, a former clirector of 
Christies' picture department, re- 
flected in London last week, is tliat 
it is a fallacy to think hat beauly 
automatically slıines out into the 
eye of the beholder. For most peo- 
ple the perception of beauty is siırr- 


and caviare, courtesy of the French 
government, wliich uses the build- 
ing for cultural receptions, 

ıj. is neither the first nor tlie last 
discovery of its kind in the history 
“art. The late dealer and art histo- 
ian David Carritt clinched a world- 
wide reputation as an art detective 
inthe 1960s, He lad been tliunıbing 
through an old catalogue of Tiepolo 
and noted a ceiling that lad been 
described and then referred to as 
bs", How could anyone lose a ceil 
ing, he wondered, ancl read a bit 
mre, and noted that the banker 


`Î hoowned it had lived for a while in 
londoı 


N. 
More out of anuseınent than any- 


Passionate protest written in blood 


‘The police and his lawyer 
insisted that the producer had 
apparently not died from a drug 
overdose. The emphasis on 
death by natural causes was un- 
derstandable. Last summer, İn a 
acene reminiscent of S5.O.B., 
Blake Edwards's Holywood 
spoof, Simpson's personal doc- 
tor and frlend was found dead at 
his home from overdoses of co- 
calne, morphine, Valium and 
Venlaxafine, an anti-depressant. 

It was this kind of life that 
gave the edge to one of 
Simpson's biggest hits, the 
Beverly Hilis Cop series, With 
his partner, Jerry Bruckheimer, 
he also produced billion-dollar 
guccesses such as Top Gun and 
Flashdance, and more recently 
Bad Boys, Crimson Tide and 


Described this way, Heat may 
sound rather abstract and formalist, 
and it is — but it's no less gripping 
for that. 

Some film-makers reach a point 
where their work is so idiosyncratic 
that you can no longer describe it in 
the terms that first seemed to apply. 
It might once have made sense to 
talk about Pedro Almodévar in 
terms of camp and kitsch, but his 
work has go much become its own 
genre that those terms are now as 
redundant as trying to account for 
BuRuel's work by calling it surreal. 

Not being a paldup Pedrophile, I 
canit help feeling that his films have 
become hermetic, and although The 

Flower of My Secret takes a 
slightly different tack, he's still in his 
own private Madrid. The tone is less 
frantic than usual, Leo (Marisa Pare-. 


commonplaces as a given and re- 
sfores lhem 1o peak form, Heat is an 
existential thriller — the robber 
robs, the cop pursues anıl neither 
lıas the time tor any kind ofinner life, 
This sort of story canı come across as 
paper-thin comic-strip stuff, but here 
ittakes on a resonant grandeur. 
What makes Heat as much an 
event as a movie is that it teams Al 
Pacino and Robert De Niro, Ameri 
can cinema's iwo raging bulls 
turned sacred cows —- and that's all 
the high-concept pitch it needs. De 
Niro is the quletly ruthless loner be- 
hind a serles of high-profile rob- 
beries; Pacino is out to get him. 
But the style of the pursuit i8 
everything. For a start, there's the 
pace — painstakingly strung out, 
but never dragging. Mann inter 
sperses spectacular butsts of action 


Pacino . . . as bullish and atentorlan as ever 


bond over. Based on Terry MceMil 


1 ad 
— like an episode of Crossroads Te novel, its something like an 


dressed up in arthouse couture. 


Minds. 

: 1 ا‎ 1: ld read the story as an al- | African-American answer to The Joy Dangerous reveal the sheer exuberance and 
wilh tense stretches of dead time, | des) ie 2 ا ی‎ e a i director's dilemma — | luck Club — equally episodic, Ae eh ا‎ MUSIC fertility of Ives's mind, his com- 
long stalking periods that make us | edge of a khe is permanently | everyone wants him to churn out | equally celebratory of its four hero- | Simpson gg ael Billington Andrew Clements pılsion to car ve out a musical 
feel as if we're taking part in a re- | soldier husban« a her pub- | chic pop shockers, when perhaps Î ines’ ordinary triumphs, but consid- iir i i language that İs utterly original 
lentless stakeout. away at war ne of pallid j he'd rather make films about real | erably more saccharine, The only | helping make Urban AOMI WALLACE'S Slaughter VEN by the lavish standards | and utterly American. 

Mann's masterstroke is to have | lisher wants more se heel hı 0 r- | feelings. But Its hard to see any | fire comes when Angela Bassett in- American a, a City, premiêrerl in The Pit al of the BBC's winter week- In the United States his im- 
his two leads barely meet They only | pulp instead of the ۳ 1i ا‎ a | genuine emotional substance here, | cinerates the contents of her hus- | Cowboy, O 's Barbican is a straıige nud ends at the Barbican in London, | portance ls unchallenged, but in 
occasionally come together — either | sonal creation she's ive! r hat jssibly because we're so used to | band's walkin closets — some 50 arr ith Bruckheimer compelling play that unites two ele- the celebration of Charles Ives Europe he remains a shadowy 
to stare each other out or, in an ex- | lurid tale of sex 8 yor 1 a Almodévar defusing any hint of | suits, which makes quite a blaze. | partnership of indepen- Tents in the Aınerican iradition — was an ambitious, highly com- figure, probably because his 
traordinary central scene, to ex | soundslike atypical 2 revi ly | seriousness, Bassett is the strongest presence of | tnarked the zenith in Holb- radical and the myslic. plex affair. There may not have music ls so excluaively home- 
change terse challenges over e e a ile laa Walting to Exhale is the long- | the four; Whitney Houston is just e aires ا‎ On the radical level, the play is a been operas to perform in grown. The emotional resonance 

1 ne 0 1 : ita 
iê ا 18 یا پا‎ n realistic tale of midlife agony ‘Î awaited film that black women can | blandness incarnate. a 1 r i Fssionate protest’ against exploita 


concert, or worka with elaborate 
electronics to project around the 
hall, but Ivea's music makes ita 
own dernanda on performers, 


of a revivalist hymn or a ımarehb- 
ing band doean't carry the 

welght for Europeaııs that it still 
does tn the American folk mem- 


in a meat packing plant, it 
workers hosing down pigs’ 
heads, pulling loins, sweeping offal. 
nd Wallace makes i clear that; iıı a 


agents and “package” fixers. 
2 

of th 

Cinema Owners’ Association 


the only two states governed by the 
communisls, and boll) are maslers 


Panorama with clouds massing on horizon 


They are not purely technical; ` Î ory, yet that was the ray material 
of a rigorous style through whicl ade lated market, people work instrumentation that includes „| for Ives’s most extraqrdinary 
—————————- ` an worry Is about the liberallea--| her objections. Now married and | they tell 0 و‎ ê Fold a د‎ ger for less, e e a zithers, jew's harps and an obso- Î achlevements — the uproariqus 
INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL mt that now allows the American | edging towards a political future, i Man Of The Story’s tale is roole showmen nor unions and are al the 


year”. Simpson received 10 


lete electronic instrument called 
Oscar nominations and ا ا‎ 


.| the thererıin takes organising, 

. | as do all the apatlal effect, the 
‘offstage bands and choruses, 
that are just as essential a part of 

. | his imagînative world, 

All this, though, was trlumaph-. 

:| antly stAge-managed and thë cel- 

„| bration erded with the Fourth 


deep in Kerala polilics and cullure, 
progressing from the decade before 
independence in 1947, past the as- 
sassination of Gandhi into the eight 
jes. In 1957, the firsl democratically 
elected communist government took 
power in Kerala, the Maoist E 
alite uprising of 1968 attempts 

undermine it, Mrs Gandhi declared 


she told the audience that every- 
Derek Haleoim thing had been amicably resolved, 
though she still didn't wholly ap- 
prove of parts of the film. 1 
This certainly seemed the most . 
obviously striking of the Indian 
films on view, though Saeed Mirza's 
Naseem, an eloquent and moving 
family drama set in the time of the 


gallimaufry of sounds in . 
Putnam's Camp, the second of 
his Thtee Placea in New 
England, or the ghostly aasem- 
blage of Civil War tunes in 
Decoration Day, the second 


industry ‘free rein in the country 
and 1 lowly but surely beginning 
to eat into their profits — Jurassic 
Park was a huge success in India. 
Thi year the Delhi festival tried 
something different It produced a 
competition for Asian women direc 
tore and an international jury 
headed by France's Jeanne Moreau 


Mercy of hosses. Here the auto 
| “alic employer, Mr Baquin, alter- 
; les between cruel humillation and 
igen paternalism involving out-of- 
; Urs fitness classes and envirgn- 
ا‎ projects. This, implies . 
:allace, is the reality of Americaû 


ESPITE being regularly ac- 

cused in the press of every 

bureaucratic folly, India's only inter- 

national filim festival, a movable 

feast which travels (rom centré to - 

centre each year, attracting huge‏ ج 
audiences, has survived under gov-‏ 


1 ay. e 
j, But her play is no simple exhorta- 


i Symphony, the mast demanding, Where th ا ل‎ 
-Hi bay in | a state of emergency throughout Hn to strike. What complicates her ۹ Fa f | and ambitious. of his works, and ' Î ern : |: : 
ernment tutelage for 27 years. to present a prize to the Tio 5 e a a close, | India and, finally, the Left Political (rk is that she takeş on board. ا‎ ahe lu nhich all his aspira- | 2Ûth centiry forged thelı e : 
But almost as soon as the 1996 It turned out ہا‎ ie Mirza's story of a young Muslim | Frontcame back to power. . Ses ûf race, gender and the inter- „j tions and hia experimentallsrh Jutiof uşihğg tlie tradltonia' 
Foinoure Cnlrded by goverment e tte oe ofa idoer farmer | girl and Her bedcldden grandfather | _ The fla traverses al this, tracing Of rast and present At the 
rumours, 1 


are most majestically affirmed. '.| musical elements qf pitch, .. |: ٤ 
Andrew Davis conducted the - ° Î rhythm, harmony, Ives used the Î ! 
BBC Symphony Orchestra in the , | vernacular, Ninety yenis Oh, it. 


the often tumultuous change in Ker- 
ala from an agrarian and caste- 
ridden society to a modern elective : 


who survive the violence and hat- 
red, is never melodramatic and its 
qulet compassion and’ gentle skill 


and a young woman working for 
him who can't marry because of 
class differences, it was the best of a 


0 of her play is the sexually 
.| ministers, that it was soon to be pri . rie pê, figure of Cod, who 


S in the meat packing plant, 


vatised. However, no one appears to 
want to take ûver an expensive 


1 
amie 2 with two a email mera apen- . أ‎ 
: ife of a „hé workérs to gction and aistanıt conductors to control thé Î ing stuff. What the BBC Week- 
worthy of a wider | democracy through the life ol : fiction, an 1 : 
TT LS CT EE manto e be uglle ul 2 
world cin :| De 


.| offstage instruments and anar 
chic percussion, Fhere yas 
doubt of the qçalê of yê’ 


‘end demonstrated most ofall. .. 
„| va that itwas pot the work of a: 
mere niislêal inventor, #ömeone. 


his family’s crumbling estate. Stut- 
tering ald timid, he is a leftist at 
odds with his family who eventually : 


Outside an otherwise rather lack 
lustre Indian Panorama — India's 
ihdêpêndent filin-makers have even 


Elsewhere, the titernational séc- . 
tion"tdused the .usial furore when 
sêx reared ita unfamiliar head. But 


¢ worker wlio juhped to her j Lisa Ga 
i In an industrial fire at the turn . : 
f€ century. Wallate mixes real- 


the best Indian films to foreigners. 
The fact is that the Indian film İn- 
dustry has worries of lis own and | 


anil چ ی‎ 1 ٤ تاتا‎ la ر‎ a a omiaing hene un: 1 
eat 4 3 1 f, û dream: Her larger point i Apdû în aıiqı : ' Bel fanilli elementa for the sheer hell : 
: in | i ee e arity cornstruéle 1 Y Her larger point i 1 : 8 mer hş şheerh : 
'Î doesri't wait the job, evet if it werê e EEE 5 2 ‘The film is brilliantly constructed 1 e a & of radic allem repre. hi ١ e ١ 
capable of-doing it. It is difficult to there was an unofficial showing of | as a parable about its time, and its yc êl iii Ever die E 
;| imagine the producers of Bollywood Î Kathapurushan (Man Of The | formal grace and sure command be- . a ١ 
kek etd eh Î Story), the eagerly-atwaited new filmi ] token a world-clasş director. Gopala . 8 
nielodramas bothering . 


the product of a fearsomely. 
٣ 
krishnan again proves himself the 
outstanding talent among the so- 


called Paralièl film-makers — those 


1 les ki 
'Î from Adoor Gopalakrishnan, gener- : high 


with thê more arcane productonê of 
world cinema 'in ‘thelr 'encloséd ' 
world, where productOn "comfort 


1 

‘ihe; | ‘aeute musical mind fully in : ' 1 

Ivês” a boy 1 hat s ıd | land ljsq Gaye Dixoi aş a mil dep t Haryê ;control'of itt material, bet on’ 1Î ; 
r a legsoir i ical reality | eçoriémic il n Arê i : Dlatk pack i at have iicte produclhg music that Would 5 

1 

۴ 


for transcendence, .'. . 


1 : E : E se the rigid conventions of - 1 aing .a canteen tray;,a&8 a reflect his native culture and “| ٤ 
ا‎ ably oitdoes Hollywood — at the | shown, arrived on e Having ings unite the e iê jl cinema and for Minot 1d demonstrating how, .| tor philosophy and alwaya striving 

8 last cûtint, "ih ‘1994, 750 filrls werê lûy hertelf nor av o hinen unite e le e Hea gU 3 .a ünlonised .atructure, thê :: 

certified. Aûd especialy slice {heir | been pald'a consi س ا تاا‎ pO N, ES 2 ا‎ 


OBITUARY 29 


first poem in English, 
the death of Auden, n 
.İng old! Good day, my o 
poet and his poetry 

ing the battle with time and death at 
least since the age of 32. 


Time equals cold, Eacl hod 
sooner 

or later, falls prey to tlic telescope: 
With the years, ع‎ 

fit moves away from ljre luminary. 
grows colder 


But the gift of the Word grants 
stay of execution and, if O n 
tality, an afterlife warmed bY 


spirit's aspiration: 


... 10 God’ least crealure is gi" 
uoice for speech, oF 

for song — a sign iat it has ound 
a way 

fo bind together, and strelch iifes 
limits, 

whether axu hour or day. 

Worl most 

(and other 

by zemen" 


The way in which the 
signally defeats time 
an nies, however), i3 
ering: . 

“And there was a lly, he wele 
m the title piece of Less Tan 1 0 
recalling his route to school 018 
lhe Neva. he 

“The most benulilul cily on 
tace of the earth, With an mme 
grey viver tial hug: O۷ its lista 1 
bullom like the inuvense EY " ; 
over tat river, Alun 

U 


Cilen hid i the lle bev 
ing un the right lt,, the lel 

il HÛ ا‎ . 
Whi 


ulus called ivilistle 
cew lu vant." 


WLWebh 


Joseph Brodsky, poet, bO" 
Laningrad, May 24, 1240: dled 
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by NICK DAYS 


Students receive one-lo-enê ge 
from lora, all working WI® 1 
themselves. From the start Ihe 0 
ahown how Lo produco saleable ا‎ 
‘At the Bureau our philosophy ÎS 1s, 
simple" says Mr. Melcalfe, We Wi fe 
everything in our power to heP suden' 
become publighed writars." e 
The conrse comes on fifteel e 1 
Irlsl. n addllon, the Bureau off 
reiarkabls, money“ buck guarantee 
you haven't enir our 

from published Writing within one month 
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i booked like Ihe i 


Would you like tO 
be a writer ? 


explains, ‘If you wanl to enjoy the ' 


nation's soul did not, as the parly po- 
lice may have hoped, silence his 
troublesome tongue or weaken his 


spirîL He had understood and de- . 


clared himself to be an exile in his 
own land long before he was made to 
leave it, so he was not now “be- 


headed” by physical severance. As he ` 


put it in his acceptance speech when 
he was made Nobel laureate in 1987, 
it's not that language is the poet's In- 
strument, but that he is Its vessel, 

If language was something like his 
god, separation made Mnemosyne 
his muse and consoling mate in his 
bereavement. Most literature is anı 
art of memory, and all exiles are also 
sentenced to be memorialists, but 
the intensity of the gaze with which 
he conjurecl Leningrad's streets and 
buildings out of Its Baltic marshland 
mists in poenı after poem, and page 
aller page of his prose, has more 
than a touch of the mngus about it. In 
corners of cities everywhere, his 
sensitised eye found pieces of 
“Peter”, as ils natives were not to be 
dissuaded from knowing it: a ges- 
ture, a mood, a pediment, the limb of 
a slaue. And passionately as he 
loves Venice, in hls last prose work, 
Watermark, one often senses belıind 
its celebrations of his love, the pres- 
ence of that olher, northern dreann- 
world floating not in the Aclrialiv but 
the Baltic. 

Like his abiding preoccupation 
with lime itself, il reminds yurı of his 
nxısler Manelelstam, whose Journey 
To Armenia, fur example her’ 
visi rrvellarled iu slurt 
i U of mepbors Mit make’ your 
iir and on ul. Al Vike Mindel- 
slitun liu, with all his pu wver uf ete 
uly, Broulsky is emiwully 4 jut nt 
his present Line, id ù "renewur' ul 
lingtlûge", as une uf lis best ciiliv 
ils il. wrestling xoically wilh 
bleak existential hemes uf the late 
20th centur'y, but also quickly gettinyg 
to grips with the second, Anglo- 
American cullure history has re- 
quirecl him to take on. (He wrote his 


Freelance writing can be orcative, 
fulfilling and a lot of fun, wilh excellent 
money to be mado as well. What's more, 
Anyone cars bacomo a wriler, No special 
qualifications or axporience are required. 
The market for writers is huge; In Britain 
alone thero are around 1,000 daily, 
Sunday and weekly papers, and moro 
than 8,000 magazines. Many of the 
stories and articles that they publish are 
supplied by freclances. TI 
booka, theatre, films, TV, 
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wriling schoo! The Wrltors Bureau, 


rewards of secing your work in print, 
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fletion wriling. Tho 140,000 word curse 
is wrillen by professional writers anid has 
been acclaimed by exper1s. 
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Poet against an empire 


cially mad” in a psychiatric clinic le 
was sentenced to exile with five 
years' hard labour’ on a remote state 
farm, but after less than Iwo years, 
fillowing pressure fram Russian 
ancl foreign writers, he was releasecl 
in Nuvember 1985, lo return lo 
Leningrad, in poor health but [ir 
Ihe time being at lenst, in peace, 
The years thal follower lr spent 
partly learning Polish in order lo he 
able t0 lranslalr niew Herbert 
ml Cruslaw N and English su 
that he could lea erly from mul 
Irmslate Danne and Anclrew Mar 


.. Joseph Brodsky, who has died aged 55, was the heir 
to Ruasilan modernism and the bitter traditlon of persecuted writers 


vull (his poem The Butirrfly is dn 


abrrlinary reinearuiuion aul 
latinn of Ihe spirit of Fnglislı 
ınetuphysicnl poelry). He also 


needed English 10 be able properly 
to read Auclen, another hero among 
the older generation of living poets, 
who (luring the early year's of his 
coıning exile would be İmportant lo 
him in a new literary universe as 
Akhmatova had been in his native 
realm. 

He was no longer crudely perse- 
cuted, though when an invitation was 
sent to read at the Festival of Two 
Worlds in Spoleto in 1969, the Union 
of Soviet Writers replied on his be- 
half: “There is no such poet in Soviet 
Russia." Compared with the severity 
with which Sinyavsky and other 
writers were treated İn the late six- 
ties, Brodsky said, he had got off 
lightly: “Only two years. By Soviet 
standards it's positively homoeo- 
pathic." But in 1972 he again was 
obliged to lead the way In exile — 
this time out of the Sovlet Union al 
together, to be followed by Galich, 
Solzhenitsyn, Zinoviev, Maksimûv, 
Voiriovich, Nekrasov and Vladimov, 
` TWo days after Brodsky arrived 
uiwillingly in Vienna, all his manu 
scripts confiscated and impoundêd in 
the airport customs store in Moscow, 
he was İn Auden's house at Kirchstet- 
ten. He was already in Auden's debt 
not leat for hélping to focus a notion 
that would be central to his own aes: | 
thetic ‘with those lines about how 

time “Worships language and for- 
gives/ Everyone by whom it lives”. 
‘The ûld poet consoled him and , 
“looked after thy affalts with the dill- 
gence of a good mother hen," offer- 
ing, to Brodsky’s embarrassment, to Î 
translate him, and, more immed . 
ately invaluable, fixing a grant from 
the Academy of American Poets 
that would tide him over untill he ar- 


Î rivedl at the firşt of his several Amer . 


ican teaching jobs, at (he University 
of Michigan. ا‎ 
Exile and separation from the lan- . 
guage ' Brodsky identified with the : 
deepest spring of the poet's and the 


‘lam a poet . 


booking hall, to the horror of the 
stolid ranks of Soviet citizens quıeı- 
ing for tickets. 

Inevitably this irregular patroıı- 
age and fame, unauthorised by 
membership nf the Writers’ Union, 
unauthenticated even by 1 univer- 
sity degree, meant that he was snun 
taken up by critics of a dlifferent 
sort. In lhe flays fnllowinge Ihc Till 
fram grace of Khruslwhev and his 
erratic (le-Sialinising, thr hight 
police of one kine tine another, lier 
ary and administrative, reaverl with 
predltabl’ rementmenl In Bracl- 
sky's far fron subcluerl elisplay al 
talent and obl. 

„ He was eventually arreslel ancl 
finally brought lo court on Febr'u- 
ary 14, 1464 charged with social 
parasitism: since he wasıı't a poet li- 
ceıısed by the Writers’ Union or any 
other recognise(l authority, being a 
poet couldn't be lıeld to be his gain- 
ful occupation, and by failing to take 
up any other, he was effectively a 
parasite or vagranl: QED. 

By then, however, civil courage 
among writers and those who cared 
for literature and freedom, had ad- 
vanced to the point that a full note of 
the trial was taken by a journalist, 


Exile did not, as the 
party police may have 
hoped, silence hls 


Î troublesome tongue 


or weaken his spirit 


and soon got out to thé West. It in- 
cluded the famous exchange with 
the judge that inscribed Brodsky’s 
riame in the roll of poet-heroes: 
Judge: “What is your occupatlon?" 
.  Brorsky: "I am a poet." 
judge: “Who recognised you as a 
poet? Who gave you the authority to 
callyourself a poet" ’' 
sky: “No one. Who gûve me 
guthority to enter the human 
race?" 1 


"Have you e for it?" 


Jırdge: “To become a poet. Why 
didn’t yoüı take further education at 
school’ where they préparê you, 
where you can lèarn?”, . 

Brodsky: “! didn't think poetry 


. Judge: "What is it then?" 
basky: “1 think it is . . . [with evi 
mbarrassment] . . . a gift rom 


er a further’ ‘three weeks 


Fiimong the actually mad and “offi- 


Î was a matter of leûrning,” 


Joseph Brodsky 


OSEPH BRODSKY, who has 
dled aged 55, was as gifted 


with words and the power of 


metaphor as any poet among his 
contemporaries, but the emergence 
of his gift at a particular time and 
place — he was born in Leningrad 
the year before German invaslon — 
brought him other endowments. 

He became the heir to the great 
tradition of modernism in Russian 
poetry, rooted in the moment early 
in the century when this was per- 
haps the finest poetry in the world. 
Anna Akhmatova in her passionate 
old age herself anointed him, saying 
she had heard nothing like his 
poems since Osip Mandelstanı. 

In one of his penetrating essays 
on Mandelstam, Brodsky talks 
about the older poets “growing 
identilication", in the twenties, “with 
the archetypal predicament of ‘a 
poet versus an empire'." This was 
also the predicament of the young 
Pushkin; and, before he was 24, of 
Joseph Brodsky tno. 

His career up to thal point had 
not been of the kincl that won gold 
slars or opinions in offivinl Saviet 
soviely. For a slarl, he hal been 
born a Jew ("100 per cent Jew, with 
a lremendluus reservoir of guill"), 
Ihe son of a naval nfficur who hil 
been clisınissel when hv reached 


the most senior rank ther permitted 
lo Jews; lis was in IMO, th year 
which saw the arresl andl execution 


j the entire Leningrad party leader 
ship. The son dixmisserl' lninıself 
Irom school al Lhe iye of 15, read 
voraciously in the margins of vari 
us temporury jobs (one of then as 
a mortuary assislunl at coroners’ 
autopsies), and began writing at the 
age of 18, a crucial menıber of that 
Seneralion and milleu he (lescribes 
0 warmly in one of the autobio- 
graphical essays in his prose collec- 
ton, Less Than One: 

“Nobody knew literature and his- 
lory better than these people, no- 
0dy coukl write in Russian better 
nan they, nobody (lespisecl our 
times more profoundly. For these 
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The Chicago Gangster Thaory‏ 
of Life, by Andrew Ross‏ 
(Verso, £12.95)‏ 


Ce ANT infects areas of publlc dis 
course that we look upon wil 
approval, as well as those we dls 
dain: while (I assume) we all ap 
prove of ecological awareness, we 
should be on our guard against a+ 
suming either that we now have all 
the answers — or that the answers 
provided are the right ones, “Judg- 
ments, models, and arguments 
from nature are usually always de 
rived from society,” says Roas (de 
spite the clumsy conjunction of the 
words “usually" and “always: 
“This is something that does not go jÎ 
without saying." A pugnacloug 
sometimes uncomfortable book 
(and sometimes mordantly funny), 
an overview of green concerns bya 
deeply sceptical cultural crite, 
which should make us think twice 
about the voguish platitudes we 
cept as sops to our troubled cot: 
sciences. "Liberal" is a vaguty 
dirty word here, but not from a ne 
conservative viewpoint, Ross's kute 
jerks less automatically than any’ ' 
one else's, which is why beras 
would do well to read it, even fool 
to disagree. 


Living In Oblivlon/Eating Crow, 
by Tom DICIllo (Faber, £8.99) 
۲کک ی وک اا مر ی ام‎ 


Ee 


HE COMPLETE script of 

fîlm about the trials of making 
low-buclget fîlm, alony with a diay 
relating the real-life problems & 
raising money and finding a dis 
bilor. A total success: the si 
reads beautifully, and the diary ( 
şelf a hysterical mixture of pet 
lance, vanity and fear) adds to ¢ 
nimbus of giddy self-enactment 
the film creates, He quotes God 
“Critics are like soldiers who fire o 
their own Lroops," and adds, “1b ' 
critlcs more than life itself." 


نے 
Novel Without a Name, bY‏ 
Duong Thu Huong (Plcador,‏ 
)£6.99 


oor 


characters civilisation meant more 
than dally bread and a nightly hug. 
iS wasn't, as it might seen, an- , 
other lost generation, This was the ` 
only generation of Russians that had 
found itself, for whom Giotto and 
Mandelstam were more imperative 
an their own personal destinies,” 

He was taken up by Akhmatova 
and by his early 203, reading at clan- 

estine poets' gatherings, he had 

ome the darling of a milieu . 
where the natural Russian passlon 

r poetry was again being pres | 
Sure-cooked by censorsllp and 
Tepression. 

The quality of the writing spoke 
Or itself in such poems as The | 
Great Elegy For John Donne, which 
dreams a sleeping 17th century 

ndon, a sleeping island, with the 


ul's, and his poems sleeping too: 
The verses sleep. The starn iambi 
sleep, 


The trochees sleep like guards, to 
lef, to right 

nd in them sleeps a glimpse of 
Lethe's brook,  '' 

and sometking else beside it 
sleeping — fame. 

Another'-glimpse of the yoüûng 

when thé i 

Ws barely dry, reading tis pq 

(Ud cox amore to his friend 

Naiman in a railway sta 


| Pet asleep under the dome of St 
| he 


| B'odsky shows him, 


A HARROWING and poetic N 


narrated by a soldier in 
North Vietnamese army, enl 1 
his tentlı year E ey 
hunger, privalion, fever, }error 
deni, Gives the lie to western 
tions of the Cong as a remoret! 
faceless and heartless fighting * 
chine —~ and that the book has bt 
translated into American Ene 
(which is fair enough) gives it r 
ously unsettling resonance. ا‎ 
works are, it almost gOS ٤ 
saying, banned in her native 


Total Poker, by David Sper! | 


{Oldoastie, £6.99 | 
NE OF the odder hooks 
the game throws up iro i, 
to time; veers between mone gy 


t insight (sometimes the 
Il buck around and wallop ا‎ 
the nose”) and gtretches of i 

٤ 


ositlon, with digresslons 
poker ا‎ 0 Yl Aimed 

sidents (they 
Rood, apart from Washington) 
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among thelr own kinc, may be 
viewed with sympathy, even adınira- 
tion; bisexuals are seeıı as criminals, 
creeping out to roll in the gay trouglı 
and then sneaking back to infect 
their innocent wives and children. 

The demonisation of the bisexual 
iş an easy option, whıich the author 
equates brilliantly with the vampire 
myth. It is, however, necessary to 
examine it without hysteria, a taslc 
which Garber undertakes with 
scrupulous care. ‘The public nyth 
demands a married “lıidden” bisex- 
ual male who, on his excursions into 
the promiscuous gay world, takes 
no precautions, It ignores female 
bisexuals, 

For the rest, the book is a delight. 
The essays on historical bisexuals 
— many of which she has had to 
wrest back from gays or, in the case 
of Shakespeare, priggish idolaters 
— are firaterate, She's wonderful on 
D H Lawrence and Henry James, 
and equally good about pop pheno- 
mena and film. 

As to her own position, she has a 
“close, intense, long-term relation- 
ship with a woman, with possible 
brief sexual encounters with men 
and women with whom I do not get 
emotionally involved on the side”, 
She realises this may seem odd, but 
it suits her. “I'm reasonably happy 
for now,” is how she puts it. She is 
after all — and what a relief it is — 
no Utopian. 


same device too. But celebrities are 
not ordinary people. We want and 
need them to bend or break rules. 
What there isn't, for a noncelebrity, 
is any means to manifest his or her 
bisexuality, no identifying style. 
This invisibility of the bisexual İs a 
handicap İn claiming equal status 
with other, more visible segments 
of the sexual spectrum. 

Furthermore, the nineties are 
different from the seventies, "Bordler- 
lines are back: ethnic, raclal, religious 
and sexualminorities assert their vig- 
ibllity and, thus, their power.” bisex- 
uals have no visibility and therefore 
no power. 


ET, at bottom, Garber rejects 

and despises these sexual civil 

wars. To shore up the centre 
of her credo she quotes her ally, Gore 
Vidal. In 1979, he wrote, “There is no 
such thing as a heterosexual person. 
‘The words are adjectives, describing 
sexual acts, not people . . . The 
human race is divided into male and 
female. Many human beings enjoy 
sexual relations with thelr own sex, 
many don't, many respond to both. 
‘The plurality is the fact of our nature 
and not worth fretting about.” If only 
it were all so simple. 

At one point, Garber cites a chat 
show where a participant coming out 
as gay was cheered, while another 
declaring himself bi was booed. 
Since Aids, homosexuals, isolated 


28 BOOKS 


Swing both ways 


liberately suppressed and margin- 


.alised. She sets out to expose this 


calumny, largely on the grounds 
that it places an artificial limit on 
our erotic choice and nature. She 
cites, naturally enough, those mo- 
ments in history, Greek civilisation 
in particular, when the love of the 
same sex was conaldered the norm, 
but opposes, here as elsewhere, 
those subsecuent homosexual take- 
over bids whose alm is to discount 
the bisexual’s enjoyment of the op- 
posite BEX. 

She dismisses with scorn the 
widely held and much propagated 
view that anyone declaring them- 
selves bisexual is either gay but 
hasn't realised it or, more culpably, 
is hiding behind “heterosexual 
privilege", Nor is Ihis special plead- 
ing confined to sexuality. Garber 


'Î doesn't hesitate to anatomise those 


minorities who, having fought with 
justification for their rights, adopt 
all the bullying tactics of their erat- 
while prosecutors, 

The author is aware of (and very 
amusing about) “bisexual chic” and 
its uae by celebrities to relnvent 
themselves. Elton John, David 
Bowie and especially Madonna are 
recent examples. Sarah Bernhardt 
and Marlene Dietrich used the 


Qeorge Melly 


Vice Veraa — Bi-sexuallty and the 
Eroticlam of Everyday Life 

by Marjorls Garber 

Hamish Hamilton GO6pp £25.99 


MUST admit that, knowing noth- 

ing of Dr Garber’s earlier work, 

the prospect of reviewing a monu- 
mental examination of one aspect of 
sexuality by an American woman 
academic failed, initially, to set my 
pulse skipping. For a moment, the 
terrible phantom of Shere Hite mate- 
rialised İn my memory, floating 
about like Ophelia at Elsinore, her 
fingers simulating inverted commas 
around the words “fenale orgasm” 
at 15aecond Intervals, I1 was mis- 
taken. Within a paragraph, Hite had 
floated off downstream and I re- 


alised that I was in for a treat. 
Professor Garber would appear to 

be humorous, pleasure-] , Anti 

dogmatic and learned. From 


Bentley is quite a jump, yet she never 
shows off for its own sake. Every fact 
18 relevant to her grand design, every 
opinion justified by fact. 

Her maln contention is that bisex:- 
uality has often been and atil is de- 


Cruella De Vil: Dodie Smith's nıûst enduring creation in Disney’s super-sweet version of 101 Dalmatlans 


Brontt, Smith was never an angry 
soul, nor an especlally tormented 
one, So, although the book echoes 
ita predecessor In Its near-Gothic 
sense of dramatic symmetry, there 
ls also something new and wonder 
ful, “Dear me, dancing is peculiar 
when you really think about it. If a 
man held your waist without it 
being dancing it would be most ime 
portant; in dancing, you don’t even 
notice it — well, only a little bit . , .“ 
And so, for perhaps the firat time 
ever since the great Victorian clamp- 
down, we hear in Smith's novel the 
voice of a girl awakening to sexual 
possibility, not in fear or puritanical 
denîal, but with a gloriously sly and 


curious delight. 


Now that Virago has recaptured 
the castle of Smith's imagination for 
a new generation of Cassandras, ‘it 
would „gem only sensible te bring ` 
the fruits of her prodigious memory 
back into print as well. The Disney 
Corporation is even now preparing 
the release of a' live-action 101 Dal- 
matians remake, starring Glenn 
Close as Cruella De’ Vil Dodie 
Smith would have liked that. But. to 
be remermbéred as the ir'repressibly 
Hêliver she so obvi 
Was' would,  oné imagines, 


reşourceful' 
ously 


long pacifist: Thé resulting guilt and . 


2 


made it plain that he was besotted 
with her. Alec Beesley would go on 
to become Dodie’s loyal helpmate 
untl his death in 1987. She 
mourned him Inconsolably until she 
diedin 1990, . 

When Dodie's first play, Autumn 
Crocus, was given its West End 
opening in 1951, It was an overnight 
sensation. “Shopgirl Writes Play,” 
ran the headlines, and the romantic 
comedy, marked out by Lord Cham 
berlain-defying risqué touches, 
went on to run for 10 months, So 
began a gilded decade for Dodie 
and Alec, hanging out with Gielgud 
in the Ivy and acquiring the illman- 
nered, gammy-legged Pongo, the 
first of many Dalmatian pups. 

But the 1930s ended, for Dodie as 
for Europe, in disaster. Instead of 
sticking out the war on the home 
front, she ran away to America, for 
the sake, ahe thought, of Alec, 4 IHe- 


bad faith destroyed her ability to 
hold a theatrical audience once and 
And yet, it was ‘this ‘perlod n 
limbo”, as she called, it, that allowed 
her to germinate I Capture Thé 


Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band. Everything “those Beat- 
les” ever cid, Dodie felt, was glori- 
ously suffused with a general “love 
of mankind”. So how dare the BBC 
ban A Day In The Life from the 
radio, just because the song was 
allegedly about drugs? Drug-taking, 
was but a phase young people go 
through, in the absence of any cred- 
ible alternative through which to 
channel their rellgious impulses, So 


8 refused to spin her discs until 
1974. 

Smith, playwright and novelist, 
flapper and freethinker, was born 


into a mılddile-class home iı Man- 
chester in 1896. Her father died 
when she was a baby, and her 
‘adored mother followetl him in 1914, 
Though barely Sft tall, and rather 
plain she set about making a career 
for Herself upon the London stage. 
Shé was terrible, apparently, but 
struggled on for a decade before . 
abandoning the chorus-line for 
Heafs furniture emporjum in Lon- 


don's Tottenham Court Road. 


Shç then ‘embarked on a: swash- 
buckling career as 4 seductress of 
marrlêd men and shë had only just 


Shopgirl 
on a roll 


Jenny Turner 


Dear Dodie: The Life of Dodie Smith 
by Velerle Grove 
Chatto and Windus 329pp £20 


| Capture tha Castle 
by Dodie Smith 
Virago 342pp £6.99 


Y THE summer of 1907, 
Dodie Smith had done plenty 
to make herself a prime can- 
didate for Desert Island Discs, The 
1930a she spent in giving the West 
Enid theatre hit after welkmadle sen- 
timental hit. Then, in 1949, she pro- 
duced the magnificent I Capture 
The Castle; the one mid-century 
novel flt to sit between Little 
Women and Anne of Green Gables 
on every romantically minded 
teenager's shelf. And then, in 1956, 
she spawned The 101i Dalmatians, a 
charming tale for kids which Walt 
Disney made Into a super-eweet an} 
mated film. In 1967, Dodie Smith 
was 71 and thoroughly settled into a 
quiet life with her beloved husband, 
Alec, And yet, when the call came in 
from Roy Plomley, the dowager 
crowd-pleaser turned him down. 
One new excitement had entered 
Dodie and Alec's reclusive rural life 
that summer. Its name was 
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